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Oliver arrives,
Superman, too,
for Christmas

Beginning this Friday, the seasonal tide of holiday movies will
reach Detroit, and about a dozen big-name, big-budget films will be
vying for your attention. Let's take a quick look at what we can
anticipate.

For apeners, on Friday we have “Oliver's Story,” the sequel to
“Love Story,” and “Superman.” Christopher Reeve stars as the comic
book hero, and hes in heavy company with Marlon Brando and Gene
Hackman,

On Dec. 20, Clint Eastwood displays his flair for comedy in “Every
Which Way But Loose." This is not a “Dirty Harry" film,

After that, a person could get punchy viewing the barrage of
movies scheduled to open Dec. 22. These will include the action film,
“Force 10 from Navarone,” based on Alistair MacLean's novel and
starring the late Robert Shaw along with Franco Nero and Harrison
Ford.

ALSO IN THE military vein will be Sophia Loren in *Brass Tar-
get."” a film that suggests a plot against Gen. Patton,

*King of the Gypsies,” from the novel by Peter Maas, deals with
the occult and features Shelley Winters, Susan Sarandon, Brooke
Shields and Eric Roberts.

Weird in a different way is **Invasion of the Body Snatchers,” Leon-
ard Nimoy and Donald Sutherland star in the remake of this 1856 clas-
sic about 2 small town whose population is taken over by life forms
from auter space.

Romance and comedy are on tap in “Moment by Moment" and
“California Suite.” In the former film, John Travoltais a denim-clad
young man who falls in love with Lily Tomlin, a diamond-clad lady. In
the latter—a prestigiously populated comedy by Neil Simon—Alan Alda
and Jane Fopda, Michael Caine and Maggie Smith, and Walter Matthau
and Elaine May appear in individual skits.

Richard Adams’ compelling nove! “Watership Down,” about a
group of rabbits whose tribulations suggest allegories to human history,
makes its appearance as a vividly animated film.

TWO MORE FILMS which might open in December (the dates are
uncertain) are “Born Again™ and *Autumn Sonata.” “Born Again” is
the story of White House lawyer Charles Colson, from complicity to»
contrition. At the other extreme in filmmaking is Ingmar Bergman's
*Autumn Sonata.” (If it were film festival time, we might call these
from con to Cannes.)

Bergman matches up two of the world's greatest actresses, Ingrid
Bergman and Liv Ullman, in an emotional due! as a talented mother
and untalented daughter,

Parents thinking about movies for their children won't find it diffi-
cult to make a selection. They can choose *“'Watership Down'* (appro-
priate for adults and children) or “Superman.” I haven't seen *Super-
man,” but [ assume it would be appropriate for children. One other
contender is not a new film but a re-release, Disney's original
“Pinocchio.”

‘Spartans’ reveals
crisp view of war

“Go Tell the Spartans™ (R) just might be the least-heralded, most
underrated and best movie yet on the Vietnam War.

With refreshing conventionality, it presents a set of circumstances,
actions and events free of moralizing, sentimentalizing or psycho-
analyzing. In other words, it uses convention to make matters clear
quickly and refrains from subjective commentary.

Credit for this no-nonsense, workmanlike approach must go to
screenwriter Wendell Mayes (his other credits include “The Poseidon
Adventure” and “‘Anatomy of a Murder™) and director Ted Post.

However, it is Burt Lancaster who is responsible in an important
way for ishing and maintaining the sense of ibility. Lancaster
gives a solid performance as the crusty Major Barker, a weary profes-
sional soldier in charge of a contingent of Americans working with
South Vietnamese troops.

THE YEAR IS 1964 and the Americans are present as “‘advisers.'”
Following orders, the colonel directs his American and South Vietnam-
ese troops to take a village. The wretchedness of this business, the
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pointlessness of the assignment are elements which anticipate the fier-
cer, more extensive, dilemma-ridden conflict to follow.

A number of young actors contribute notable performances. Among
these are Craig Wasson as an idealistic drafteé and Mare Singer as an
ambitious officer.

*Go Tell the Spartans™ is a gutsy, unpretentious film. Its effect
lingers as the final image, a French cemelery overgrown by the jungle,
makes a sad and provocative point.

Glimpses

‘THE BIG FIX (PG) Another fetching performance by Richard Drey-
fuss, who plays a former college activist turned private eye.

THE BOYS FROM BRAZIL (R) Some fine actors at their worst (except
for Laurence Olivier) in a loony film about a fiendish Nazi plot.

A DREAM OF PASSION (R) Melina Mercouri and Ellen Burstyn star
in modern story that strains in its parallels with Greek drama,
“Medea.”

GIRL FIRENDS (PF) Melanie Mayron and Anita Skinner'star in
Claudia Weill's directorial debut that focuses on marriage versus
career.

GOIN' SOUTH (PG) Fine character study by Jack Nicholson in adven-
ture that proves there's still hope for the Western.

INTERIORS (PG) Woody Allen’s serious film explores the tensions
within a family where neuroses and artistic sensitivity dominate
their lives.

LORD OF THE RINGS Hobbits and the creatures of Middle Earth are
energetically recreated in Ralph Bakshi's animated version of J.R.
R- Tolkien’s classic fantasy. - : .

MAGIC (R) Anthony Hopkins is a psychotic ventriloquist with an x-
rated dummy. .

NATIONAL LAMPOON'S ANIMAL HOUSE (R) Outrageous and
raunchy comedy about life at Delta Fraternity House, the bottom-of-
the barrel fraternity on a small college campus in the early *60s,

MOVIE RATING GUIDE
General audiences admitted.
Parental guidance suggested. All ages admitted,
Restricted. Adults must accompany person under 18,
No one under 18 admitted.
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the Finest in Chinese

4695 u’“a":" c“":’ oh Pork Chop Supreme
he coawdar am.
. The Specialty of the House.
644-2913 pecia ty

Mon.-Thuts, 15-10p.. & Fr. 1111 pm.
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Why the Old Mill
is going to be
your favorite restaurant.

Reason No. 12:

A full pound of lean,

1210 center-cut pork chop,

BY POPULAR DEMAND
Now Serving Our
CHINESE BUFFET
Daily from 4:30 p.m. Mon. through Sat.
Featuring all varieties of

Foy

Chinese Restaurant & Cocktail Lounge

Miracle Mile Shopping Center
Across from Showcase Cinema

Ciunese Luncheon 113
nese Drner3.930

VB e MIDOLEBELT at8 i, Lvonia

: L - Lantonese & American Food 3
Authentic Chinese Dishes ¥ .
" Allnylocu caln enjay] Japanese Steakhouse And it's only $6.65
© Exotic Cocktails ®
SHANGRI LA WEST o Exotic Cockisils ®

marinated overnight, then
baked slowly in our own
special pork sauce. Hearty,
traditional fare - delivered
fork-tender and delicious.

ESTAURANT

O Aill
5838 Dixie Hwy.
623-9300

Japanese Lunchean11.2
Jasanese Dinner 5.9 30
Fru8Sal 110300 m
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335-8060 1 ForRessoasons

PUBLIC ART
AUCTION

“ONLY ORIGINAL GRAPHICS, POSTERS,
and OIL PAINTINGS WILL BE SOLD

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 14, 1878
SOMERSET INN

ALVAR
APPEL
BOULANGER
BRAQUE

GOYA

HoGARTH BIG BEAVER ROAD, east of COOLIDGE
LatThec TROY, MICHIGAN

AX

xnstu Preview: 6:30 pm Auction: 7:30 pm
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THERE’S ROOM
AT THE INN
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At htful

3 @ Meadow
G Brook Theatre
e® 000 00000,
" NOW THRU DEC. 31
A Happy Holiday Treat

by Jean Anouilh

adapted by Christopher Fry
Pre-WWI sophisticated fairy tale amid
surroundings of wealth and glamour . . .
... enchanted play of many graceful
moods, ranging from warmhearted
sentiment to stylish high-farce!

Best Seats for
Weekday Performances

3 77'3300 arudsons

ON CAMPUS OF DAKLAND UNIVERSITY, ROCHESTER

way to

g
itors or clients is a reservation at
the Kingsley Inn. We are near all
business, sports, and educational
centers in Oakland County.

Kinusley Jun

Woodward and Long Lake Road
Bloomfield Hills

564-5144

644-1400
[

MALHUS

DINNER THEATRE

MR MACS STABLE

Dearborn

Americas Longest running Musical

Fri&Sat at 7:00

A Theatre of the Arts Production
Reservations and information, call 649-0903
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The Hit Broadway Revue Directed by Hal Prince
. Music and Lyrics by
STEPHEN SONDHEIM

and Music by .

Leonard Berastein Mary Rodgers
Richard Rodgers Julie Styne
Tue, Wed, Thur 8:30 pm « Fri 7 & 10:30 pm
Sat 2 & 8:30 pm » Sun 6:30 pm
0X OFFICE 963-7680

Tickets $4.50 10 $12.50 « MC, VISA Accepted
or group retes call Joan Heldr, 963.7622
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350 Madison Ave, at Brush « 3 Blocks from 175 ¢
VALET PARKING » ATTENDED LOTS » COCKTAIL LOUNGE
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