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Backers promise new bill

Marijuana reform: A house divided

By MICHAEL MATUSZEWSKI

The Michigan Legislature’s mari-
juana dilemma will not go away.

Even though members of the House
of Representatives last week defeated
a bill that would have eliminated jail
sentences for possession, use and dis-

tribution (not for sale) of up to one °

ounce of marijuana, the bill’s suppor-
ters promise it will be again consid-
ered in early 1980,

Last week's vote was 5249, three
wvotes short of the necessary 55vote
majority.

Area representatives voting to
reduce the pot penalties were James
Defebaugh (R-Birmingham), Joseph
Forbes (D-Oak Park), Ruth McNamee
{R-Birmingham) and Rocca (D-Ster-
ling Heights), who represents a por-
tion of Troy.

Area representatives voting against
the bill were John Bennett (D-Red-
ford), Jack Kirksey (R-Livonia), Rob-

ert Law (R-Livonia), Wilbur (Sandy)
R i il

raised the drinking age from 19 to 21,
the legi should refrain from

{ liarn
Keith (D-Garden City) and Richard
Fessler (R-Union Lake).

Not voting were: Reps. Thomas
Brown (D-Westland) and Roy Smith
(D-Ypsilanti), who represents
Plymouth 2~d Canton Townships,

It war. the second time this session
that the house rejected the reduced
penalties.

The Michigan Senate approved its
own bill in March.

AS BEFORE, the proposed new
penalites were the subject of heated
debate and impassioned pleas.

Rep. Rosetta Ferguson (D-Detroit),
who on June 29 slugged the bill’s origi-
nal sponsor, Rep. Perry Bullard (D-
Ann Arbor), with an ashtray, warned,
“If you pass this bill today, you are
going to have more marijuzna drunks
than you have alcohol drunks.”

Some opponents argued that
because Michigan’s voters last month

Payment for food

" Michigan food stamp recipients will
o longer be required to pay part of
the face value of stamps they receive
after Jan. 1.

Households which do not pay for
food stamps now will not be affected
by this action, which was announced
by !he state department of social
services.

This major program change was
mandated by enactment of the Food
Stamp Act of 1977, and was published
recently as new food stamp regu-
Iations by the U.S. Department of
Agriculture.

Other changes will be announced
later, when plans for implementation
are completed.
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Most food stamp households now pay
a part of their household income for
their monthly allotment of stamps.
‘The amount paid is based on household
size and the amount of net income
after allowable expenses are deducted
from gross income.

The total value of the food stamps
received always exceeds the purchase
price under the present program.
Excess food stamps are the bonus
stamps the household receives by par-
ticipating in the program.

For example, a household may pay
$50 to receive $150 worth of food
stamps each month. The extra $100
worth of stamps is the amount of
bonus stamps the household gains.
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easing the marijuana restrictions.

Defebuagh, a consistent advocate of
reducing the penalties, called that
“comparing apples and oranges,”

“The marijuana bill has a lot more
{0 it than a simple age qualification, it
increases penalties for some offenses.
Even some opponents recognize that

re are some pretty good things in
the bill,” Defebaugh said.

He reemphasized that the bill would
have established *'realistic™ penalties
for marijuana use.

““The bill would allow a young per-
son who has committed a mistake to
go on in life and become a doctor, a
lawyer or attend West Point, Anna-
polis or Colorado Springs. It doesn't
damn a person for the rest of his or
her life in the pursuit of a career,” he

id,

sai
“We have to recognize,” he contin-
ued, “‘that there is widespread accept-

stamps nears end

Under the new system (assuming
that eligibility circumstances, such as
net income and family size, remain
the same), the household will simply
receive $100 worth of food stamps
beginning in January without having
to pay any money.

Should the household's circum-
stances change, the number of bonus
stamps issued will either increase or
decrease, as the situation warrants.

MDSS officials pointed out that elim-
ination of the money payment will
result in a decrease in the amount
recipients will actually receive.

The amount of food stamps to be
issued in"January may not meet all of
a household’s monthly food costs, offi-
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ance of the practice by a sizable per-
centage of the population. If that's the
case, we should be more realistic
about the penalties.”

Moreover, he predicted “realistic"
penalties would lead to better enforce-
ment of the pot laws. .

A majority of representatives, how-
ever, offer their own arguments.

A has consistently voted
against the new, less-severe penalties,
said important questions continue to
be ignored by the bill's supporters.

“We're still putting young people
into contact with the persons selling
heavy drugs,” he said. “But the people
sponsoring the bill tell us ‘Don’t worry
about it,™” Law added.

“Until I have some answers I'm not
going to vote tq reduce the penalties. 1
agree that we have to find some solu-
tions to our problems, but we need
some answers before we act,” he said.

cials said. Therefore, money no longer
required to buy food stamps may be
necessary to buy what extra food they
may need.

University
counts gifts

The Oakland University Board of
Trustees accepted $481,140 in gifts and
grants last month.

The sum includes two awards total-
ing $227,000 from the Michigan Council
for the Arts and two grants from the
State of Michigan worth $82,608.
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