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Subway plan

may be

By TIM

Chances that Detroit will get an
underground light rail rapid transit
line are dying.

But because Detroit Mayor Coleman
A Young is adamant that it must be
tilt, no one is ready to announce the
funeral service.

For one thing, any rail transit plan
in the price range of $750 million or
more will require 20 per cent local
funding in addition to the $600 million
promised by the U.S. Department of
Transportation.

he region has no chance of raising
that kind of local money, according tc
officials of the Southeastern Michigan
‘Transportation Authority.

For another thing, the Michigan
Legislature has stipulated, in the exist-
ing funding act, that it must have the
final say over whether such a transit
line will be built undergmund.

The legislative mood is strongly
anti-“subway."

"VOTERS ARE NOT willing to pro-
vide the new tax funds,” said SEMTA
General Manger Larry E. Salci.

He was quizzed Tuesday after U.S.
Transportation Secretary Brock
Adams told the Detroit Economic Clut
the region would have quit arguing
and agree on what kind of system it
wants in the Woodward corridor.

To Salci, that isn't the issue.

“The issue is whether we can go 2(
cents on the dollar," he said.

He recalled that when the legislature
voted early in the fall to raise the fuel
and weight taxes to provide both road

- and public bus money, the bill passed
by a single vote in the House of Repre-

University asks

analysus

the state could find
money for rapid transit from existing
revenues. As a practical matter, there
is no way legi will acquiesce to

sen\auves. and Lt. Gov. James Dam-
man had to cast a tie-breaking vote in
the State Senate.

And that will provide only bus
money.

“A subway (decision by SEMTA)
will kill the whole program. That's the
way [ see it,” Salci said.

A SEMTA board member who asked
not to be identified said the board
couldn’t put together the required 10
wotes (two-thirds majority} to approve
any plan.

That is because five of the 15
SEMTA members are hand-picked by
Young and two or three others are
strongly influenced by the Detroit
mayor. )

And even if the board could get 10
votes for an underground line, the
SEMTA member said, the idea
couldn't be sold to the legislature.

SEMTA has no independent taxing
authority of its own, unlike a home-
rule city or a county. A créature of the
state, SEMTA is dependent on Lansing
for the legislature for its local share of
transit funds.

JOSEPH P, BIANCO Jr.,, SEMTA
board member from Oakland County,
said it's unlikely the region can
finance its 20 per cent share of a rapid
transit system for three to five years,

*“The public is not willing to vote it,
and then we have the Headlee amend-
ment,” Bianco said, referring to the
tax limitation proposal approved Nov.
7 by voters.

$5.8 million

for nine building projects

Oakland University is seeking
$5,775,000 in state funds to support nine
peiority building or remodeling proj-
ects next year.

The requests were approved by the
Board of Trustees last month and sub-
mitted to the state department of man-
agement and budget.

QU is asking for $4.3 million for
completion of Classroom Office Build-
ing No.2. Ground was broken for that
facility on Nov. 2. Other projects
include $390,000 to remodel Hannah
Hall of Sciences; $100,000 to continue
with the second phase of planning for
an addition of 2,000 gross square feet

to Kresge Library; $210,000 to remodel]
Dodge Hall for a physical therapy pro-
gram; and $25,000 for initial plaming
for a new science building. Then the
remaining funds would be used for an
energy management plan, roof modifi-
cation and replacement for North
Foundation Hall, remodelling Meadow
Brook estate buildings for student
activities and storage, and air-cooling
South Foundation Hall.

Completion date for the new science
building and library addition is tar-
geted for 1983-84. Completion of the
other projects is hoped for in the 1979
80 fiscal year.

cuts in education, social services, nat-
ural resources or courts in order to
finance public transportation.

Thus, the only hope for such funding
is new taxes. As of Dec. 22, when the
Headlee amendment takes effect, the
legislature will be unable to levy these
new taxes. The only option is a public
wote, which SEMTA people fear won't
happen.

dead

‘The DEIS analyzes several different
options for rapid transit and bus sys-
tems, including four options with dif-
ferent amounts of the Woodward corri-
dor light rail line underground.

The federal government pledged
$600 million for SEMTA’s capital out-
lay late in 1976. But the Ford Adminis-
tration attached the unsual condition
that the region would have to show
that such a federal outlay would stim-
ulate another $600 million in private
investment in Detroit.

Bid-taking—for 1-96 ramps

The Michigan Deparlment o[ Sta(e
Highways and T 13

Previous contracts for interchange

will take bids on a major cunstrucllun
project slated for the Novi Road—I- 96
‘initérchange in Novi.

The highway department plans to
build two ramps in the southwest
quadrant of the interchange. The con-
struction will round out a complete
interchange 'system in the Twelve
Oaks Mall development area.

were let in August 1976
and March 1978.

In addition to the ramp construction,
the department plans to demolish a
temporary overpass that carried Novi
Road over the freeway,

Highway department officials esti-
mated the cost of the project at §1.3
million. They said it could be com-
p!eled next October.
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22150 W. 8 Mile Rd. (W. of Lahser) 357-2626
Hours: Mon.-Thurs. 9-5 Friday 9-9 Sat. 8 a.m. tl noon

4 national Auto
‘Show and
Convention

$ 250 per sq. yd.

L/

rb

FIELD

HEY WATER
LOVERS

B SWIMMING SAILING
RAFTING SNORKELINGh
IDEAL CHRISTMAS
GIFTS
SKORTIE WET SUITS SHORKEL SWIMMING SETS
34455 83495
Ivh;::'mnw::“ panion. smmymhn:.,-:mn::;m
geoalaciot Alumsinsioc,  SEIRIMONGEL BN
P — scom
AR o s

For The Shape of Your Life
Wise...Exercise!

STATIONARY BIKES

A few minutes
adayto

trim, tone

& feel your
best.

7 Models

TREADMILLS

The Incline

tread “Multiplies™
your effort

and caloric use.
Ideal for the
cardiovascular
system

§Modets

ROWING MACHINES —

One of the
most complete
forms of

7 exercise.

AMERICAN EXEHCISE & GYM EOUIPMENT

Sl

29191 Nonhweslem Hwy.
Southfield, Michigan 48034
(313) 358-0550

® Slant boards - Gym Mats

® Jump Ropes

® Suana—Preb Fab and custom
rooms or heaters with room plans

STOP IN AND TRY OUR
DEMONSTATION MODELS

If you won't
reyao.d}lthese
signals

of cancer...
Yanpmbalighave

1. Change in Mwel or
bladder habi

8. A srethat does not
heal.

3. Unusuat breeding or
discharge.

Q-mckening or lump
in breast or elsewhere.

8. indigestion or aifi
culty in swallowing.
e.Obwous change in
wart or male.

7. Nagging cough or
hoarseness.

8. 4 fear of cancer thar
can prevent you from
cancer at an
early stage. A stage
when t is highly cur-
able. Everyone's afraid
of cancer. but don't et
it scare you to death.

¥ Amarican Cancer Society

This year get
Jeep 4-wheel drive

and face winter W|t confldence.

AR

This year you have an alternative
when the snows come! Hibernate
or make sure you have a 4-wheel
drive Jeep vehicle. Snow and ice
won't stop you if you have a
rugged Jeep vehicle to depend
on. And with the legendary Jeep
4-wheel drive built in, you'll have
confidence to face all sorts of
bad weather driving.

Jeep vehicles are avallable with
features that make them
indispensable during the winter *
months. Like Quadra- Trac®,

our exclusive, automatic

4-wheel drive, with traction
unsurpassed by the competition,
to give you traction and confi-
dence when you need them!
And when you need an

unobstructed view of the road,
the Jeep high ground clearance
gives it to you. Not to mention,
the ability to get you over
unplowed places with ease.

This winter be ready for the
worst with Jeep 4-wheel drive.

Vi Jeep,

We wrote the book
on 4-wheel drive.
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