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by TIM RICHARD
Pretend the housing growth policy of
southeast Michigan is like a
superhighway.

The inside lane is for a freeze on
growth. The outside lane is for unrest-
ricted gobbling up of vacant land.

The Southeast Michigan Council of
Governments is planning to travel the
second lane. That assessment comes
from James McCartney, a Wayne
County Community College trustee,
former county commissioner and a
resident of still-developing Westland.

In SEMOOG circles, McCartney is
chairman of the Council on Regional
Development (CORD). For several
months, he has been chairing hot
meetings as local officials debate
which lane to travel to the year 2000.

LAST WEEK, SEMOOG's General
Assembly picked a lae called *Local
Plans, Modified by Adopted SEMCOG

licies.”

“We're in the middle, leaning
toward preservation and con-
servation,” said McCartney after the

. vote.

‘The modifications in favor of preser-
vation on existing facilities and con-
servation of vacant land were neces-

, he said in an interview, because
“local plans look only at the commu-
ity with no concern for the outside.”

SEMCOG, a six-county regional
planning agency, is in the process of
making what it calls “small area fore-
casts.” These are attempts to figure
out how many people, households and
jobs areas in the region will have in
the future, SEMCOG's forecasts will
influence the flow of federal aid for

Dor’t dump snow on road

Dumping snow from driveways into
or across roads creates one-of the
most dangerous situations motorists
face in winter.

John L. Grubba, managing director
of the Oakland County Road Commis-
sion, said, “Some plow operators and
even shovelers don't seem to realize
the danger they are creating. A small
mound of snow changes the surface
condition and is slick, which can cause
drivers to lose control.

“For unlucky motorists, who will
undoubtedly be confronted with such
otstacles often this winter, the best
advice 1 know is to be wary, avoid

jamming on the brakes or making *

quick turning movements. Release the
accelerator and steer straight through
orinto the snow. .

**As always on snow or ice, repeated
gentle pumping of the brakes — if nec- +
essary — will be less likely to cause
loss of control than jamming on the
brakes, Straight wheels are less likely
1o cause a severe swerve.

*‘Snow removal contractors and resi-
dents can avoid creating hazards by
piling snow on the same side of the
street as the driveway and as far off
the roadway as possible. The motorist
who'll be saved from difficulty just
might be a relative or friend coming to
visit you,” said Grubba.

He also reminded that if snow must
be piled on the shoulder it should be to
the right of your driveway as you face
the street. “This will reduce the
amount of snow rolled into the drive-

such facilities as sewers, water, trans-
portation networks and parks.

THE DECISION to travel the *Local
Plans, Modified” lane came on a voice
wote with about a 3-1 margin in the
general assembly.

Oakland County Commissioner Rob-
ert Page (R-Birmingham) noted that
Troy, which is part of his district,
objected to the plan because it
assigned a capacity of eight dwelling
units to an acre of vacant sewered
land. Troy figures two units per acre,
Page said.

But SEMCOG staffer William Dud-
dleson, who handles data and amalyt-
ical methods, replied that a “con-
servation™ land policy should provide
for eight units per acre.

Issues 1 like that occupied CORD in
its 30 or more meetings this year,
McCartney said. *‘No one is ever com-
pletely satisfied. We could probably
work on this policy forever,” he said.

The final policy won't be adopted
until mid-1980. What SEMOOG's action
last week does is to select one lane for
SEMCOG to travel in making small
area forecasts.
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WHAT DOES the “Local Plans,
Modified” Jane mean to the growth of
the region? Here is SEMCOG's own

summary:
* Land use—"SEMCOG encourages
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* Redevelopment—"'SEMCOG

encourages local govermments to °

implement their current plans for
redevelopment.” e Sewer service—
“SEMCOG supports the provision of
sewer service to areas designated to
be served on the 1990 Sewer Service
Area Plan Map adopted by the council,
and the likely Water Quality Problems
local governments to implement their
current land wse plans and policies
within the proposed sewer service
area adopted by the Council (SEM-
COG). The Council di all

e housing growth is SEMCOG’s goal

Map, whether or not this service con-
forms to local plans.” The significance
is that local plans often show more
areas receiving sewers than SEMCOG
shows.

* Protection of fragile land

resources—"SEMCOG supports the
prohibition of development on all flood
Pplains and wetlands.
‘The Council also supports the pro-
tection of as much unsewered agricul-
tural and environmentally sensitive
land as possible.”

major commercial, institutional and
industrial development on unsewered
areas within the region, and dis-
courages d« i

* Tra —"The assumed
highway improvements in the 1-6%, M-
53 and M-21 corridors as well as tran-
'S‘I’( improvements in the Gratiot,

P on
and environmentally sensitive lands
that will remain unsewered through
the year 2000."

and Michigan corridors and
expanded background seriice would be
considered in Transportation Plan
updates.”

Christmas

and traditions.
As inseparable as
Ralph Lauren and his
tradition...of vy
League classics now
for fittle league sizes
in Polo for Boys.
Starting with a navy
blazer with bellows
pockets and brass
buttons, and pleated
pinwale cords in tan.
A dress shirt in white.
blue, yellow or pink
oxford cloth and the
finishing snap! of a
linen-crisp how tie.
All, in pure cotton
for sizes 8 to 20,
Polo Club ior Bovs.

We are all
the things you are...”
gifts just right for you

12 to 5
MONDAY
THROUGH
SATURDAY
: 10to 9

Somerset Mall
Big Beaver Rd.
at Coolidge, Troy

(save )
energy

Don’t be misted
into thinking using
your fireplace

will save on gas or
fuel oil. Most
fireplaces actually
suck more heat out
of the house and up
the chimney than
they generate.

surprisingly inexpensive. Marti-
nis, Old Fashioneds, Whiskey
Sours, Scotch & Sodas,
Manhattans, Daquiris and all
other standard drinks are one
very low price. We'll be glad to
mix your favorite exotic or
specialty drink, too!

O, 3L,
5838 Dixie Hwy.
623-9300

CALL FOR AN APPOINTMENT

1030 NORTH HUNTER
BIRMINGHAM, M

645-5720

: Sk ) Iroy. Somerset Mafl,
Big Beaver at Coolidge. open Monday through Saturday
from 10 AM till 9 PM, Sunday from noon Gl 5 PA1
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GRAND OPENING

FRIDAY, DEC. 15

ALWAYS 500 OFF
Top Designer Labels

55%‘9’/5 ... @ new and exciting approach to high fashion
OM YOUR CHOICE § PC. shopping! We feature top designer collections at
SRR T 708 1.1":‘ prices you've heard whispered about at a few east

coast establishments. Allour merchandiseis from

FEG_ 1900 880 this season's collections (notlast year's mistakes).
INATIONAL LY( . . N
FEG 2150 W, 1378 me. The designs, and prices, will knock your eyes out!
BEG TR 2 RO ee. Play the Name Game — you owe it to yourself!
N TEENCE CORMERS
16338 MIDDLEBELT
B CASHMERE SWEATERS

165
PHONE INQUIRLES WELCONE
OPEH MON-SAT. 10830 PH
SUNDAY 12:5 PR
FREE LAYAWAY FOR CHRISTMAS
VISVMASTER CHARGE ACCEPTED

. - . A SPeC Al R desOTees o specat o Waesgs o
enel‘gv SOPRISICtedd Lt w e Cotesnme i Oflen Fur Whetlier its Mk
1N Bt ot o et OF S OURCE IO TS 1) 008 cXe it e tion
SIS for gears to o ke s ol one she o p forge
The hot-water heater
is one of the big *
energy gulpers,

Our Pre-Holiday Sale is Now in Progress
.accounting for 15% )

of the fuel used

in the home.

A temperature
setting of 1209,
compared to the
usual setting of
150%-will cut your
fuet bill by 9%. -

L

$3900

You'll flip out over these sweaters ... oodles of
styles and colors from this great fashion house.

,
IN THE BLOOMFIELD COMMONS CENTER
MAPLE & LAHSER ROADS ¢ 644-8161
OPEN DAILY 10 to 9 ¢ SUNDAY 12to 5
Master Charge and Visa Welcome

GAME

181 South Wond

| Avenue o 1 Block South of Maple (13 Miley
Birmingham e 64




