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Thursday, December 21, 1978

Moral perspectives
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Are we losing touch with spirit of giving?

Christmas is about giving. Even if
one is not a religious-person, it is
impossible to avoid being affected by
the practice of giving going on at this

time.

Some, like Charles Dickens’
Scrooge, would say “Bah, humbug!
Commercialism, I don't believe in it.”

Still there is a basic need within the
human soul to give to others. There is
a need that is satisfied by the act of
giving. Psychologists echo the truth of
religious teachings when they say that
there is a greater need within persons
to give love than ever there is to

receive love. The scriptures suggest
that the more a person gives, the more
he will receive.

IN EVERY CHURCH or organiza-
tion, there is ane or more exemplary
persons, often of humble status, who
give in a healthy, caring way. These
people offer an example for all who
will recognize their-presence. Such a
giver may be a janitor or a widow, or
a child who has grasped the lesson of
successful giving.

Recently a story appeared in a
Detroit paper about a ‘Birmingham

Gifts for handicapped

Buying a special gift for someone
who has a physical disatility can be a
real challenge.

But there are a number of stores in
the Detroit area where there is still
time to find helpful gifts for the
handicapped.

Does a braille watch sound right for
someone you know or work with?
Maybe a relative or friend would find
working in the kitchen in a wheelchair
much easier with a light-weight hand
extender to reach items in cupboards.

A combination fork and knife that
makes it easier to eat with one hand
costs less than $10, and would be
appreciated by peaple with arthritis or
any disability which limits finger,
hand or arm movement.

In the $15 to $50 calegory, you can
find “more novel items—a spring
loaded billiard cue, or a bowling ball
pusher. If money is no object, consider

Zeltzer

awheelchair with all the options.

Handy Aids, 6522 Brush; and Norton
Surgical Supply, 3377 Fort Street, Lin-
coln Park, stock a wide range of aids,
including a flexible plastic core with
clips to fasten and pull hosiery over
the heel and up onto the calf. It is used
by -people who are umable to reach
their feet to pull on stockings.

IF THIS CHRISTMAS is not the tar-
get date and you have more time to
shop, you might send for catalogues
which are available from Fashion
Able, Rocky Hill, N.J. 08553; Fred
Sammons, Inc., Box 32, Brookfield, IIL
60513; and Cleo Living Aids, 3957 May-
field Road, Cleveland 44121.

AW of these catalogues have a vari-
ety of items which range from a door
knob helper to turn a knob by pushing
down on a lever rathér than gripping
and tumning with the writst, to the

family who earn $60,000 ‘a year and
find it hard to keep ahead of their
S.

expenses.

Revealing family finances invites
reactions, so a group of clergy dis-
cussed this family budget and com-
mented on the fact that only $360 a
year out of $60,000 income was spent
for any charity.

No religious contributions were
listed among the expenditures of this
family budget. By its own figures, this
family gives two-fifths of one per cent
1o others.

They state that they are frustrated
financially. They believe they have

earned a higher standard of lLiving
than they are enjoying. They feel
cheated by inflation.

THE GENERAL reaction of several
clergy tg their predicatment was that
the major problem these people suf-
fered from is not lack of money but
lack of a spirit of giving.

“If they gave generously, they would
feel that they were generously blessed
in possessions,” suggested a clergy-
man. What do you think this family's
problem really is?

A recent book with the title “Death
by Bread Alone” deals with this jrob-

still available in area

bowling ball pushers and a handle grip.
bowling ball available from Flag-
house, Inc., 18 W. I8th, New York,
N.Y. 10011,

The American Institute" for" the
Blind, 15 W. 16th, New York, N.Y.
10011, has a variety of braille items,
including alarm clocks, timers, play-
ing cards and games.

Department slore or variety stores
frequently have holders for a hand of
cards or needle threaders. J.L. Hud-
son's carries a Scrabble board on a
lazy Susan with squares that are
recessed to make it easier for some-
one with limited finger movement to
play. Rose Jewelers has a braille
watceh for §35.

PERHAPS AN equally satisfying
and more affordable gift for your
firend would be a subscription to
Accent on Living,” a magazine for the

to head Federation

handicapped.-It costs $4 for a one.year
subscription. The address is Box 700,
Bloomington, 1l. 61701. “Paraplegic
News,” 833 Coastline Drive, Seal
Beach, Calif. 90740, costs $4.50 for a
one-year subscribtion.

Two craft magazines written for the
handicapped are, “Decorating Craft
Ideas,”” Box C90. Birmingham, Ala,
33282 (one year for $12), and “Packs-
O-Fun,” Dept. 508, 14 Main Street,
Park ridge, I11. 60068.

“'As with any gift for a friend, the
gift-giver is limited only by his imagi-

and k of

nation,

lem which many of us face,

‘We have too much money and too
many possessions. 1 am deeply con-
cerned about the affect of this
affluence upon my children; easy
Imoney, easy getting, little practice of
£lving or earning, little awareness of
the scope of human needs and misery
in the world.

The author states, *Death is what
takes place within us when we look
upon others ot as gift, blessing, or
stimulus but as threat, danger,
competition.”

‘What happens when we become con-
cerned for our own welfare or expact
the best for ourselves, apart from a
deep concern for others?

The author concludes that whereas

By
REV. DAVID

the poor are in danger by slarvaﬁo}:!;.

the affluent are in danger of death 'b«!
alienation and loneliness. =

The religious person lives by trusty
hope and belief and a key decision-in
this lifestyle is the decision to give
generously to the needs of others.

Assertion
in training
Farmington

The Continuum Center
for Adult Counseling and
Leadership Training will
offer a six-session pro-
gram in assertiveness
training Jan. 23 to Feb.
20in Farmi Hills.

the friends’s lifestyle, safid Helen
Cacatis, directgr of volunteer services
at the Detroit, Rehabilitation Institute.
Consider a C.B. radio. Handicappers
have special problems when they
encounter trouble on the road Or
maybe a specially designed jigger to
serve liquor is appropriate.”

Assertion Training,
scheduled 6:30-9:30 p.m.
Tuesdays in Harrison
High School, 29985
Twelve Mile, will be led
by Jeff Dailey of
Bloomfield Hills, a mem-
ber of the Continuum
Center staff.

The program will offer
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Getting
settied
made
simple.

New-town dilemmas fade after a WEL-
COME WAGON call.
As your Hostess, it's my job to help you

make the most of your new neighborhood.
Our shopping areas. Community opportu-
nities. Special at’~actions. Lots of facts to "
save you time and money. Plus a basket of -
gifts for your family. I'll be listening for your wwej

. call by
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Pre-service harp concert -

“The Surprises of Christmas"
Dr. Bartlett L. Hess

5:00 & 7:00 p.m.
Onita
Wednesday School of Christian

Sanders
Ed,

9:30 a.m. and 5:30 Christmas Eve Service

33400
SKiAwASSEE
S ————
e
'f’°n,,€~ FARMINGTON ROAD

SUNDAY SCHOOL . .
MORNING WORSHIP.
EVENING SERVICE ..
WBONESDAY BIBLE S

Nursary Provided at All Services

.| Ruv.Edmund].olhgiPallm
\

Drake Rd. ot Freedom
Phone 4781511

10:45 AM -

5:45PM -Vesper Service

Thursday 7:30 PM
Affliated with the

Assemblies of God

Broadcast over WMUZ-FM 103.5
“
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READING ROOM 1n Piné Lave Ma o B51.7730 ,
Orchard Lake Ra &t Lone Pine Ro

Ogen flon  Tues . Wed . St 1000530 Thurs &
Fu 1000900 S

All are welcome at our Chureh Services
and the Reading Rooms

’ . I DR



