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$elf2taught sleuth
probes Indian past

By MARGARET MILLER

Indian who roamed the North
American continent a century before
Calumbus sometimes attends eriminal
{\?ticg classes at Madonna College,

vonia,
. ;rstrudor Robert Smith brings him
in¢

ge-n-

{An amateur archeologist, Smith has
the brave’s bones and some of the
tools he used in cardboard boxes. The
tools show that the man whose grave
Sthith uncovered' was probably. a

ickasaw Indian, one who lived in

country at least 600 years ago.

e students in Smith's classes also
g} to occasionally see some of the
topls and weapons their teacher has
come upon during vacation-time digs,

PI show these things in class,” he
plained, *because I want to let my
dents know you don't have to be a
. D. and have a lot of sophisticated
uipment to find things out of the
st

BARBR

“These things are right here and it
K inating to look for them,"
Bmith, a retired Detroit police offi-
. does wish, however, that he had a
little more knowledge of digging when
heI made the find that turned a general
interest into a can't-turn-back
fabeination.
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IT HAPPENED in the '50s when he
was a student at Vanderbilt University
atjNashville”

i1 had done some reading about
archeological findings,” he said, *'and
I'saw in a newspaper that evidence of
an Indian graveyard had been discov-
ered where a subdivision was being
built.

“I went out to the area and
requested permission to dig. They
told me to go ahead as long as I didn't
getin the way,” Smith said.

It was his first try at archeological
discover, and he described it as “very
successful.”

"I knew from reading that the
graves were close to the surface ,” he
recalled, *“and I was able to locate a
grave with just a little probing with
rods. [ found the stone slabs that
marked the grave and framed it out,
and then I started to dig as quickly as
Teould” |

With the bulldozers bearing down,
Smith said he worked wntil dark, tak-
ing out the skeleton of the brave and
an assortment of his possessions that
were buried with him.

1 didn't have the knowledge to pre-

serve properly the things I found,”
Smith said, “but it’s still good that I
got there. The next morning the whole
area had been bulldozed. .

“I've grieved about that ever since.
There were some unbelieveable arti-
facts there.” !

THAT FIND had Smith hooked, and
since then he's made many more
discoveries.

Near an old Chickasaw camp ground
in southern Tennessee—ceded to the
United States in 1825 and not occupied
since then—he came upon some of the
equipment the Indians wsed in food
preparation.

There was a hollowed rock and
grinding stone used to prepare corn—
“by a left-handed squaw,” guessed
Smith, noting the position of
indentations for the thumb and the
angle of the grinding surfaces.

“My brother and another fellow
actually dug those up,"” he said, ‘‘and
amazingly, they were right together."

He also has a piece of lumpy, yel-
lowish quartz that he said the Indians
called “'honey rock."” °

“They used to heat it in the fire and
then they would put the hot stone in
their bowls to make the water boil and
cook their corn,” he explained.

SMITH ENJOYS reconstructing the
Iong-ago lives his diggings touch.
Besides feeling ““99 per cent sure” that
the squaw who ground maize did ‘it
with her left hand, he has deduced that
his brave did some traveling and trad-
ing and believed in charms.

*“There are a lo! of arrowheads, and
all different,” he pointed out. *'Differ-
ent tribes and maybe different makers
tad their own trademarks. And one of
the arrowheads is red flint. That
comes from the southwest, not the
Tennessee area.”

He noted the careful work on a small
tomahawk he took from the grave.
*Just see how well done it is,"" he said,
“you can tell that he spent many hours
onit.”

The talismans Smith found were a
medicine ball—again a different kind
of stone and evidently worn on a thong
about the neck—and a buffalo tooth.

“Indians were buried with their pos-
sessions,” he said, “because appar-
ently the belief was that they needed
them to move on to the next life.

“This one had food in his grave,
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Amateur archeologist Bob Smith
shows how a left-handed squaw
wsed to grind corn. (Staff photo by
Bob Woodring)

‘There are some animal bdnes in a bro-
ken clay dish.”

INDIAN ARTIFACTS are not
Smith’s only finds.

Along a river bank near New
Orleans, the spot where the battle of
Shiloh was fought during the Civil
War, he extracted some “‘mini-balls
from confederacy guns.

““Things like that are there, if you
think about how to look,” he said. I
started thinking about that battle, and
decided if the shots were fired across
the river they probably didn't all make
it to the other side.

“So I looked along the banks and
found some balls imbedded,” Smith
said.

He came upon a piece of stone plate
sticking out of the ground near Ann
Arbor Trail. And a few years ago he
took his young daughter to a spot near
Clare where he knew there used to be
arough cabin.

“She started digging around and
found a metal box with Indianhead
pennies inside,” Smith said. “‘She was
really thrilled.”

- arE%E \
\Ns.cse\ “‘sh‘ea“
PRk

o

next (o birmingham theatra

Gif
Certifcafgy
Avaitapyg
iye
exec"é&stg‘ n

(=5
. shiftmakiﬂcf

207 3. woodward, birmingham 642-0460

THE KAST ALTERNATIVE
IT MEANS:

WORRY-FREE WINTER
WARMTH.

If you need a new furnace this year there are
lots of places to shop for it. But only Kast
offers first class, on-the-spot service, the best.

Call 338-9255

and 42 years fine repl

DON'T GET CAUGHT COLD.
YOUR BEST HEATING ALTERNATIVE IS FROM

KRAST HEATING

580 S. TELEGRAPH at ORCHARD LAKE RD.
642-7150
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best heating guy in town. )
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I GIFT SUGGESTIONS

HOLIDAY HOURS !
! Jor your L
HOPPING CONVENIENCES}

Monday thru Friday

930 to 9 p.m.

Saturday 9:30 to 6 p.m.
Sunday 12 to 5 p.m.

Gene Sims and Harry Solomon
: -<\/\/'\_/\/\/\/\/.\/\/>
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Thee lutest stylex in the best of taste
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3 Give your executive the

i \ tines!: the Norelco _
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/% Notetaker. Records
{ notes. memos. ideas.
/ cotrespondence..

" even phone calls and

conlerences. Adjustable

sound screen permits
dictation in high noise

jQ\ﬂ'EBS~ Call us today
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861-8283
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That you can take with you in your car

And all are specially priced - 3 days only
Limited Quantities - while they last

Pull-up table
your

Bentwood Rocker fis over fapunder the chair.
with cane seat and back. A qualiy 15°23" walaut top, “heat and stain
product and comes K.D. Tesistant.

Plant Stand
Solid mahogany. Cache

Table Lamp
radtional stying, pleated
beass cot-

Valet Stand
ol

to ¢
contenis of your pockets
and organize your ward-
robe. 4 1o Sell

$32.50

.y ,
Guerlain’s Shalimar..
agarden of love,
alingering fragrance,

. . .
aninspired gift,
A Shalimar womanis unforgettabie, and
unwavering in her love for this softest of
scents. Here, just a few tempting ideas:
perfume, 1/2 0z., $30. Natural spray
cologne, 2¥2 0z, $10. Natural foitet water
spray in a beautiful decorator container,

30z, $15. Dusting powder, 8 0z 59. Come
in to Hudson's Aisles of Beauty.

hudsons
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