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Ross blasts use
of brand names
in school texts

By CRAIG PIECHURA

In his fifst official day on the job,
newly elected State Senator Doug Ross
(D-Oak Park) slammed textbooks
which teach youngsters to add Her-
shey bars instead of apples and

Ross. who represents ‘Oak Park,
Southfield, Lathrup Village, Farm-
ington and Farmington Hills, chose
Pepper Elementary School of Oak
Park to make his presentation. With
him were Mrs. Janice Halnmk of (he
Farmington school board
Elaine Miller of Wesi Bbomﬁeld bom
co-directors of the Committee Apmst
Textbook Commercialization.

‘Their ire was directed at an elemen-
tary math book called *Mathematics
Around Us.” The book was published
in 1975 by Scott, Foresmai & Co. nf
Glenview, IlL. and is currently
the I-‘armmglan and West Bloomﬁeld
school districts.

The book, one of the most popular
math textbooks in the nation, shows
brand name products such as Hostess
Twinkies, Hershey chocolate bars,
Snaps licorice, Jujyfruits candies,
Babe Ruth candy bars, Coca-Cola and
even Prell shampoo to teach young-
sters math through -illustrated story
problems.

Ross, who headed the Michigan Citi-
zens Lobby before his election in
November, said he will introduce leg-
islation to ban advertising from text-
books used in the state’s public
schools.

“If 1 were gmng to try to reach
youngsters with advertising, 1 can
think of no better media than a school
textbook,™ Ross said. *The ability to
differentiate between Coca-Cola as a
math example and Coca-Cola as a
product is beyond my third grader.”

‘ON ONE PAGE in the textbook,

fourth graders are asked how many
Mary Janes they can buy for 50 cents
and how many 15-cent Hershey bars
can be bought for 45 cents.

Aside from the fact that Hershey
bars now cost 20 cents, Mrs. Rolnick
objects to the number of “high-sugar,
low-nutritive foodstuffs” pictured on
the pages of the math book.

“My son brought the book home to
do his math problems,” she said, “T
had never seen commercial brands in
a textbook before. I was shocked. I do
not allow these products in my home.
My son said he noticed Coke in the
textbook and said ‘Why can't we have
it at home?™"

Ben Neilsen, vice-president in
charge of corporate planning for Scott,
Foresman & Co. textbook pubhshers.
said the book in question, *"Mathemat-
ics Around Us,” is the largest selling
g:lhemahcs book in the United

Neilsen said the book was written in
vesponse to educators’ demands for
“rnnlnng math meaningful to a kid's

"By using real products, we are
showing real life, as opposed to pick-
up sticks.”™

The authors of the math book
decided that the most common appli-
cation of math principles in a child’s
iife is a trip to the comer store, said
Mrs. Nancy LaMair, public relations
director for the textbook publishing
company. And the products a child is
most likely to buy are candy and soda
Pop.

FUTURE PRINTINGS of the ele-
mentary math series will not show
beand names, Neilsen said, and will
not feature junk food items such as
amdy and soda pop.

new series will be out next

{(Continued ov page 2A)

Brown family takes
turn for the beiter

Neighbors of Jeff Brown of Livoria
will be relieved to hear he is recov-
ering from paralysis of one side of his
body.

Three-year-old Jeff was hit by a car
last month when he ran into the street,
an adtivity he says he is “not going to

‘The event was one of a series of dif-
ficulties faced recently by Jeff's par-
ents, Robert and Nancy Brown.

One week after Jeff was released
from Children’s Hospital with a frac-
tured jaw that was wired shut, Mrs.
Brown entered Providence Hospltal in
Southfield. She gave birth to twins who
set a hospital weight record.

Lisa Marie was nine pounds 12 %
ounces, while Christopher Robert

be transferred to Children's Hospital

for x-rays. It turned out he needed
‘minor anal surgery.

“But it's now taken care of,’"
reported his mother, who was quick to
add many words of about the
help the family received.

My husband was the greatest sup-
port,” she said. “I never would have
‘made it without him. All the neighbors
called and stopped over. Members of
the Farmington Mothers of Twins Club
would call and say, ‘I've got three
hours I can give you tomorrow; do you
need me?' ” .

It is hard to believe that a few weeks
ago Jeff was in a cama, she said. “‘But
he walked last week and his brain is
fine, thank God.”

She added: “Lifeis certainly looking
up. Now we have both babies at home
and a son who can walk and talk. He
has only a little left side weakness now

t can built up with physical
therapy.”

Mild storm greets

the brand

‘While pt’:lice and fire departments
reported a New Year that came in
wnﬂx a whimper department of public
works employees didn't get a bang out

o( the weekend's snow and fce.
and | Hills

rs were called out at noon

" 1t was hardly the hatwnybtreat
someone right after New Year's Eve,
conceded spokesmen for both

E "of the men realize that its’
part of the job,” sald Tom ‘Trice,
Hills DPW main!

glon tenance
foreman who did get to spend the
alteynoon indoors.
-On New. Year’s Day, when others
mreooverlng from the amual fes-
ivites, four Hills men
gpresd 32 yards of salt through the 32
uﬂgutmmmpdwayﬁedepamem

They- ‘used four salt spreaders - to
mpﬂshthelukmimam&dlo
scrape the 1 % inch stowlall off the .

i mgl'mudly, the department was out
gumareolmide areas. .

a1

[ERe N E}

new year

Dunng the l’neezmg rain of Saturday

Is men spread 10

ya:ds ol sall and 20 yards of sand over

gsvel roads and concrete roads in the
ty.

. THEY HAD COMPANY, though.

Their compatriots in Farmington
were going about a similar, if some-
what smaller task, on New Year's

Day.

Pmm noont until 7 pm. two men
wsed two trucks to spread 48 tons of
salt lhmughnnt the main roads of

Farmington.

Grand River and Farmington Road
_were_the first main pmpwuys In
receive a salting, according to
e Fomnb

Like Farmington Hill "armington
salted the main roads exclusively on
the holiday.

While the DPW was fawd with a
' busy holldly, the police and

of both towns dealt wllh
the usual weekend hassles,
“It was a rather peaceful weekend,”

(Coutinoed on page 2A)-

Farmington, Michigan

State Senator Doug Ross (D-Oak Park) in a press
conference this week told of how local school districts

are using brand name products loaded with sugar to

Home buyers’ bewilderment

illostrate math problems. (Photo by Allen
Schiossberg) .

gets rellef from experts

By MARY GNIEWEK

Though the cost of hmmng will con-
tinue to climb upward in 197, the age
of the first-time home buyer is going
down, according to two Farmington
realtors.

Pavid Comwell and Jack Vitlar, who
specialize in residential sales, want
young consumers to know what the
housing market is like before they
delve into a major purchase. The two
believe today’s housing market has
left consumers bewildered and
intimidated by the whole concept of
buying or selling homes.

“A SUBSTANTIAL NUMBER of
buyers seem to spend less time analyz-
ing the purchase of a home than they
do purchasing a car,” said Cornwell.

Sensing the need for an objective
guide to home buymg, |hey will jointly
teach a home buyers seminar at the
Farmington Community Center begin-
ning Jan. 30. The class will nn six
weeks and focus on topics like pur-
chase agreements, shopping for the
best deal and alternate ways of

buyin|
"I‘he cost of housing has risen
sharply in nz past three years,” Vit-
said. *“The purchaser needs to feel
comfortable, to understand what is
going on and not to feel taken advan-

tageof. -

“'We don’t intend to uswp the role of
the realtor or the attorney, but rather
to compliment them. This course will
be taught from a neutral forum."

seminar hopes to break down
ing process into several
steps and analyze each one. Consumer
services, protection agencies and

details the buyer be responsible
for will be covered.
“WHAT PROMPTED US to teach this '

course is the total apprehension we've
encourtered from first time buyers.

“They're fearful, taken aback by the

price of property,” Vitlar said.

The age of the firsttime buyer is
dropping because banks must now con-
sider both hushand and wife's income
in accordance w'll.h equal cmdithl’nws
And young couples are buying homes
sooner because they know prices will
continue to escalatt..

‘The course will fmonhome qual-
ity as well nd: cost, spend

“People don't enough
m.ﬁde':ilng the home. ftself,” cum
well, said. “Some don't even remem-
ber the basic features of the bouse
they intend to buy. They are more con-
cerned ‘with the mailing address,

schools, and resale value rather than
8 quality.

'mey move in and when the fur-
nace, plumbing or /roof causes prob-
lems, - they feel they've been
decelved.”

Because many prospective buyers
don't know whnty!o look for, the real-
tors plan to furnish
checklist of things to do and Jook for in
home byuing,

Bolhagmaarewilhcmmrﬂl.and
their sales area includes westem

5

students with a -

DAVE CORNWELL

Wayne and Oakland counties. Homes
in those areas are most frequently sold
through conventional 30 year mort-
gages financed by savings and loan
associations.

The current interest rate is 10% per
cent. Vitlar said it will rise to 11 per
cent before it will drop, bm com-
parison shopping at several'savings
and loan associstions may net the
buyer a belter deal inciuding cheaper
closing costs. .

- “THE INTEREST RATE will come
down, but properfy and homes will
continue to appreciate. So wamng lor
a lower interest rate doesn't

* better deal,” Vitlar said.
‘“The

number-one concern of most
home buyers today is the expected
return. More than ever, people are
thinking of homes as investments first.
‘They don't think of it as a permanent
residence. The length of stay is often
o more than three to five years,” he
continued.
The seminar will touch upon land

JACK VITLAR

coatracts, assumption of morigages,
Federal Housing Administartion
(FHA) and Veterans Administration
{VA) government approved loans, con-
ventional mortgages and even cash
sales.

Vitlar said inflation has led more
people to housing altematives like con-
dominiums which are cheaper than
single family dwellings.

“Also, Detroit has seen movement
back into the bousing market in the
last five years because.of price,"he
said. “‘But for the long range, there
will have to be other inputs into the
economy to move people back to the
city. The school systems is the number
ooe factor that draws people to the
suburbs, or even certain sections of a
suburb.”

The ‘seminar will meet for six con-
secutive Tuesdays from 7:30 o 9:30
"armington

THE EASY WAY

Success for Frad Danieis came the
easy when he was looking for a buyer
for his 1972 Volkswagen. He sold his
car in just one day with a want ad in
His hometown

Mmyounmmomonloday—
sell through our

CALL US TODAY

644-1070

' onits toes,”

Twenty-Five Cents

Al Righte Reserard.

Resolves

unpopular

for 1979

Once resolutions poured out on New
Year's Day hke the champagne
opened at midnij

Now, those pmmlses made to be
broken are slowing to a dribble.

But among those who kept the tradi-
tion are several wellknown Farm-
ington area residents.

‘The promises they made to them-
selves seem to strike universal
themes. Losing weight, becoming
more organized and leaming a new
skill rank high on the lists.

Mary Lou Masters, recently
appointed director of the Farmington
Community Center, lists losing weight
and keeping in shape as her new
resolves. Appreciating people more
and not taking family and friends for
granted also are high on her list.

So are the intentions to become
more active in sports and to learn a
new craft. Ms. Masters also wants to
take a crack at fitting in the time to
read more books this year.

But her attitude laward her resolu-
tions is almost whimsi

“I make them and 1 keep them for
about three or four days. I've got good
intentions,"” she said.

Losing weight is a goal she has in
common with Farmington Hills Detec-
tive John Hedrick, who wants to shed
25 pounds this year.

ALONG WITH POUNDS, residents
.want to shed disorderly habits.

Nancy Leonard is determined to
catch up on all the odds and ends she
missed last year. She concedes her
whirlwind of activity including clean-
ing her house from top to bottom will
last about three days.

““The hurrieder 1 am, the behinder I
get,” said Judy Guertin, of the Section

36 homeowners group about her

resolution.

Ms, ‘Guertin wants to quit playing
catch-up and keep up with her tasks,

Usually her lesnlubmn for the new
year have 2 life span of about three
days. But this year, she’s homing in on
one resolution and hopmg that
2pproach will show better results.

““I think I have a chance of working
with this one. I have one good solid
resolution to work with,” she said with
determination.

Doug Gaynor knew a good remluuon
when he saw one. He wants to “Have a
better year this year than last year."

GAYNOR, OF THE Farmington
Hills Parks and recreation Department,
says he doesn't mske a resolution
every year but keeps the-ones he
makes.

“Three years ago I quit smoking,”
he said. VT try to make New Year's
resolutions I can keep. That way
you're not a hypocrite. Why ke to
yourself 7"

His attitude was shared by those
who refuse to make the resolutions. -

“I resolved not to make any. I felt
whappy when I didn't do it,” said
Nancy Bates, chairwoman of the

Farmington Area Commission on’

Aging. X
But if she had to make a resolution it
would be to live as prescribed in chap-

told you what he wants and this is all it
is: To be fair and just and merciful
and to walk humbly with God.”

“I forget about them,” said Board of
Education President Helen Prutow.
“It seems so silly. I usually broke
them anyway. 1 never really did make

Others said they made resolutions
d:mglheyearandnmjusmNew
Year's Day.

“l MAKE RBOLU’HON all year
long. I don't make them once a year, 1
tryto beller myself as the year glvwl
longer,"” said Michael Dornan, admi
istrative assistant to the Famlnmm
Hills city manager.

I can make an annual hlwn.
I's an ongoing process,” he said.

“l lhmk llspasse"hemdo{the

Wan ol‘ the lenmn
agrees
;m‘tmuzlhem T find myselt
:dﬂng goals every week. I have no
hngrangegmhmmnm
“But 2 New Year's. l:mluﬂnn,h

unveludn riation %‘lg‘:?‘ds l‘g(“.olﬂe-
SO, ,m

ﬁ‘lmtﬂf
- 4T msmwgmp the dly cm:n
sh::pld.

q



