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By MARTY BUDNER

Ski jumping is like a main in
the sports heart of Dan Gmhne‘m:ley

Some 50 years ago the tiny hamlet of

T was the center of ski jump-
ing frivolity in Michigan. Guthrie was
an integral part of the action.

Now a self-employed bee supplier in
Shelby Township, Guthrie watches ski
jumping — either on television or in
person — at every opportunity. He
identifies with the “fliers” since he
., was one himself as an adventerous
teenager.

1 still think about when we used to
ski jump in Rochester, and I still
watch it every chance I get,” said
Guthrie, who graduated from Roches-
ter High School. “It's a tremendous
feeling flying through the air with
ﬁards on. 1 know what jumpers feel

e.
“You fly off the chute and into
space, and the pressure of the air com-
pletely grabs hold of you. Then you
kind of float on the air current. The
more lift you get off the chute, the
‘more you sail in the air.

“"Once you're up in the air it's a sen-
sation you've never experienced
before,” he said. *“Once you do it, you
just want to keep doing it.”

Bloomer State Park was the site of
the old Rochester Ski Jump, which
altracted intemnational, national and
local competitors,

At the time it was the lower penin-
Sula’s largest jump.

THERE WERE actually two mon-
strous slides that rose above Bloomer.

The first was built with steel beams
and erected in 1925, Cable wires were
strung tightly to stabilize the 124-foot
high structure.

However, a “tomado-like” wind-
storm toppled the enormous tower
during the summer of 1933, Local ski
Jjumping enthusiasts were saddened at
the structure’s demise, -

The community response to rebuild
the ski jump was overwhelming.

Five years later, a second cable-sus-
pension slide’ was transferred from
Brighton and rebuilt. The scaffolding
ascended 160 feet skyward, with a
length of 104 feet.

A 10-foot ladder near the chute
allowed jumpers to *‘mount™ the slide.
Jumpers scaled to the top via a side
walkway.

At the apex, a jumper's scenic view
included ‘miles of natural farmland, a
horshoe configuration of tiny specta-
tors, 210 feet of hill and a snow-cov-
ered launching pad.

From the very top of the slide to the
hill's bottom, a skier's promenade into

- space covered roughly 315 feet.

“I was 17 when I first went down
that second jump,” said Guthrie, who
is 57 and presently living in Utica.
*The first time I looked down from the

Rochester’s unique jump was situ-
ated in the middle of 47 acres of trees,
averiooking a sprawling 175-foot Bloo-
mer diff. The slide faced northward —
towards what is now Parke-Davis &
Co.

top, my heart was in my throat. The
officials checked my skis, and every-
one was 8s nervous as I was.

*The first two times I went down my
Inees buckled and I fell. But the third
time 1 made it all right and I could

hear everyone clapping becamse I
made it. It was quite an experience.”

GUTHRIE WAS just one of many
jumping addicts from Rochester.

A group commonly referred to as
the ““Rochester Boys™ was the pride of

the town. The contingent included a.

mumber of former Rochester High
School teens who were infatuated with
the thrilling sport. .

From the first time men like Joe
Tessmer, Walter Brown, Buddy Ruh-
mor, Johnny Kinzie, Warren Schluc-
ter, Johnny Tessmer and Guthrie saw
the huge slide, their fantasies were
ignited. They were like excited chil-
dren on Christmas morning.

“We had a junior jump, and finally
the day came when we could go out
and ride the big jump,” recalled Guth-
rie, whose younger brother Ralph was
also a ski jumper. “The Detroit Ski

 Old ski jump kindles fond memories

Club owned the jump, and helped to
keep it going.

“But it was an old slide and it just
blew down in a bad storm one night.
The people wanted another jump, so
they brought the ome over from
Brighton and reconstructed it on the
same site.

“The Hill trothers — there were
about seven of them — were part of
the first club. New members Jined
the club for the second jump, along
with some of the Hill brothers.

“The old bugaboo was the weather.
‘The club would put all kinds of money
and bring ice in to nm a tournament,
and it would rain and ruin everything,

“I must have gone down that second
slide a couple hundred times,” said
Guthrie. “It was a fantastic feeling.”

Although there are only remnants of
the old ski slide at Bloomer these
i jumping in Rochester will

days, ski
always be fondly cherished by men

like Guthrie and the *‘Rochester
Boys.™ .

60th anniversary

Family and friends gathered in Nar-
din Park United Methodist Church on
Sunday, Dec. 31, to celebrate the 60th

ing anniversary of Marge and

The couple were married in the
bride’s home, in Detroit, on Jan. 1,
1919, and resided in the Detroit area
for 65 years until they moved to their
retirement home in 1966, in Mullet
Lake Village, Mich.

'm%y are charter members of Nar-
din Park church, and retain their
membership thi

ip there.
Benish, now 84, isa World War I vet-

eran and a retired employee of New
York Central Railroad. He is a Life
Mason and gast president of Ionic
Lodge. Mrs. Benish, now 79, served as
amember of United Voluntary Service
for 25 years,

The celebration, in Farmington
Hills, is hosted by their four children:
Leil Grazham, of Denver, Col. Don
Benish, of Clearwater Beach, Fla.;
Ellen Morris, of Gneimati, 0., and
Dorothy Schwalm, of Northville.
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; Actors’ strike
has little effect

By CRAIG PIECHURA

- Actors anu announcers in the Ameri-
can Federation of Television and
Radio Artists (AFTRA) and the
Screen Actors Guild (SAG) are in their

ird week of a nationwide strike with
no end in site.

Nearly 1,200 members—free lance
performers who appear on com-
mercizls—are affected in the Detroit
area. Picketing began Dec. 13, the
first day of the strike, at the General
Motors Building in Detroit.

AFTRA members who work for
Southfield-based radio and television
companies are not affected by the

strike.

Dorothy Spears, public relations rep-
resertative for AFTRA, said no talks
have been scheduled but expects some
movement now that the new year has
started.

Rubin Weiss, who rnuns the AFTRA
m Southfield’s Heritage Plaza
ing and appears in many com-
mercials, was involved in preliminary
negotiations between the unions and
the advertisers.
According to Weiss ?n.md aru;e AFTRA
in New Y major
mmmlﬁxu block in negotiations is the
advertisers’ demand that union mem-
bers be paid one *'session fee" instead
of a flat rate for each scene in a

WHAT IS AN EQUI-LOAN?

An Equi-Loan Is a second mortgage secured by
the equity in your home. By using your home
equity, you can borrow $2,500 or more with
liberal repayment terms at simple interest rates.*
An Equi-Loan Is not a remortgage, but a second
mortgage; it will theretore not alter your present
mortgage or its rate,

The amount of equity in your home, by the way,
is the difference betwesn its appraised valus and
your first mortgage (it any). This equity provides
the basis for borrowing a large amount of money

Consolidating

- Holiday

Expenses?

As a homeowner you may qualify for an

EQUI-LOAN

commercial,

MINIMUM PAY scale for oncam-
era actors represented by AFTRA is
$250 per commercial. Scale for actors
of wices in a radio commercial is $105
minimum.

At prese: t actors are paid for every THE OPTION
scene produced even if the com-
merdial is neve&lim Advertisers are

iing that union members only be
mnslhe scene is released as a

commercial,

SAG and AFTRA call that a *‘retro-
gressive demnand."”

“It's like buying three suits and
wearing two and then telling the store
that you'll pay them for the third when
you get around to wearing it," said

. “‘Advertisers are making
entirely new versions of commercials
with alternate takes™

YOU PAY.

Herb Neuer, regional director of
AFTRA, said many units throughout
the country have already settled con-
tracts on an interim basis with
advertisers that does not include the
provision the union finds objection-
able. Grand Rapids AFTRA members
have signed an interim agreement and
are back on the job, Never said. .
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at simple interest
maxIimum amount of the loan being determined
by the size of your equity.

*WITH A SIMPLE INTEREST
EQUI-LOAN YOU HAVE

OF
SIGNIFICANTLY REDUCING THE
AMOUNT OF INTEREST

with the

Your Hometown Bank

* Our Drive-In Facility is open 62% Hours per Week
Monday thru Friday 9 a.m. to 8 p.m., Saturday 9 a.m. to 4:30 p.m.
Open Monday thru Friday Evenings 'til 8 p.m. for Your Banking '

Convenience

HERE'S AN EXAMPLE
OF THE AMOUNT YOU
CAN EXPECT TO BORROW.

Each transaction is different and subject to credit
approval, however, we are fiexible in our lending
policy. In general,-you can expeot that the total of
your first and second mortgage will amount to 80%
of our valuation of your home. For Example:

Valuation $30,000

Total Loan Value $24,000
1st Mortgage Bal. -§$12,000

Appraised

Available for

2nd Mortgage $12,000

HERE'S HOW TO
. APPLY FOR AN
EQUI-LOAN

The procedure is much the same as it is for a
personal loan. Simply stop in our office at the
address listed below. Or you can call your

hometown banker at any of the, locations balow
and discuss plans with a trained loan executive.
An appointment can be made if you like.

Full banking service all day Saturday, Drive-In & Lobby Open

4:30 p.m.

Michigan Natio;lal Bank

“*Orchard Lake Rd. & 10 Mile

477-3330

Farmington

OFFICE LOCATIONS

*9 Mile & Farmington

476-4332

Grand River & Drake Rds,
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