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AGAPE chapter is agog with life: they can do anything

Story by: SJEANNE WHITTAKER

1f artist Helen Hokinson was still
alive lo draw carfoons for the New
Yorker, she would be hard pressed to
locate a modern day stereotype for the
riotously funny club women she drew
with such sucess in the 13305, '40s and
early '50s

Club woman Joanne Faulkner, if
chosen for that role, would give a

‘whole new posture and an entirely if-

ferent perspective to the big-bosomed,
flower-hatted, often bumbling matrons
who once served as Hokinson's role
models. Perhaps the one feature she
would find shared by club women of
both eras would be a sense of humor.

Mrs. Faulkner, who is now entering
her 27th year with General Motors, has
just received a national honor—not for
wielding a gavel, or even for over-
seeing the doings of nuusand! of
volunteers.

Her award—she calls it “the second
grealest of my life!"~is for being the
creative genius behind an informative,
lave-packed bulletin issued monthly lo
the 40-plus members of

months Faulkner has transformed the
AGAPE bulletin from an eight page
informational pamphlet to a 56-page
booklet filled with poetry, dub news,
photographs, hand-colored drawings,
recipes, personality profiles, and dis-
cussions of the officers and their
duties.

*“The one thing I discovered through
allof (hls " she explained, “is that you
can anythmg once you put your
mind to it.”

The award-winning bulletin was
picked over 60 other bulletins from
more than 1,500 chaplers of the
national organization. The judging, she
said, took place when the ABWA mem-
grship met in November in Atlanta,

a.

“We were silting there in this big
auditorium with 6,000 women. They
began by announcing the fifth place
winner. At number three I put down
my camera. When the speaker said
she didn't think she could pronounce
the name of the chapter that had won,
she didn't have to say any more. We

AGAPE chapter of the American an
ness Women's Association.

“I didn’t volunteer for this job,” she
says with a quick grin. In spite of the
fact that she is the executive secretary
to the GM Design Staff in Warren, she
says she had never previowsly pul
together a bulletin, leaflet or
magazine.

Despite inexperience, in'the past 12

all stood up'and
1in retrospect, she said, *'I spent 20
minutes putting on my makeup that
morning; and I ruined it in two."
FAULKNER'S appearance on the
national convention stage that ewmng
was the second time she has stood
before the organization to accept an
award. Several years ago she was
named the national organization's
“Woman of the Year™ when the con-
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‘When the speaker said she didn’t think she
could pronounce the name of the chapter
that had won, she didn't have to say any
more. We all stood up and screamed.’

-Joanne Faulkner

vention took place in Anaheim, Calif.

“That time 1 was in a wheel chair.
This year I ran up the stairs to the
Stage.”

‘The thought prompted another big
grin from Faulkner, who has been a
victim of rheumatoid arthritis since
the age of 15.

Faulkner has spent 60-80 hours each
month to create her award-winning
package. Each successive issue—there
is no break for holiday in the life of an

ABWA member—is packed with infor-

mative and interesting reading, often
embellished by her own imaginative
art work.

One of the first items included in
each issue is an explanation of what
the AGAPE chapter stands for.

The name, she said, is taken from
the Greeks—the word AGAPE means
love.

taining life to every element of our
body,” she writes, *'so does the beat of

“*As our heart beat transmits sus-

the AGAPE bulletin symbohcally sus-
tain the lifeline of our chapter.

I feel very strongly abont love,”
said Faulkner. “And I try to seeto it
that every bulletin has something
about love included on almost every
other page. At first—I'm mo college
graduate—it was very difficult to put

. together an issue. But, once I got a for-

mat I could do it piecemeal.

“There are very strict guidelines
from national on what we do in the
bulletin. We have to send the bulletin
to them every month. And, they com-
ment on them. I get little postcards
from national saying how much they

enjoyed reading something in our bul- .

letin. It really encourages you when
you work.”™

THE AWARD represents an acco-
lade from some 96,000 business and
professional women living in the U.S.
It prompted another, more personal
award, she said, from her hisband Ed,

an executive with Gail & Rice, a
Detroit firm which manages and books
orchestras and shows. When he
learned of the award, her immediately
exchanged a small black and white
gift television for a color set.

I said the ABWA award was the
second biggest award of my life . she
said. “The biggest award was the day
I martied my husband.™

The AGAPE chapter, she explained,
began just over a year ago, formed
with 25 women who were members of
other chapters.

“A chapter starts picking up mem-
bers and then it gets to a point where
you want to form a new chapter.”

AGAPE, she notes with pride. now,
has well over 40 members, among
them executive and legal secretaries,
the owner of an electronics firm, an
interior decorator, “Our very own
minister,”
two dress shop owners. realtors. a
madel, haxrdressers. and an
upholstere

“The wonder(ul thing about ABWA
is that they accepled me as 1 w;
she continued. “When we first mow:d
here I was on crutches. but that didnt
make any difference to them.”

Her first membership. she recalls.
was with a Pontiac chapter. She
belonged to it for 'six years. Named
“Woman of the Year." she later

three senior accountants.

served as president. When the new
chapter was formed, ste said, her own
chapter asked that she see what she
could do to help get the newest chapter
onits feet,

With her year as bulletin chairman
completed, Faulkner said * TMugh 1
am glad that it’s over, I'm going to
miss it." She plans tc assist the new
chairman who will maintain the for-
mat that Faulkner painstakingly
created.

In tribute to her work. the AGAPE
membership recently voted that the
publication continue as she planned it.
including the art worlk, the photogra-
phy. the poetry and the liberal sprinkl-
ing of thoughts of love.

“It takes practice. determination,
and some loss of sleep,” Faulkner
noted with another big smile. N

“When we arrived in Atlanta, we
decided that everyone was going to
know about AGAPE. Instead of dress-
ing alike, every one of us carried a
little koala bear and wore a tiny clip
on koala bear pin, because the koala
bear seems to personify the word love.

“When we got through everyone
there knew about AGAPE. It's a name
o one’s going to forget.”
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‘The 0S-3 Special Office Districts are designed to be used in areas which have
unique natural features of topography, vegetation and drainage.
of the district is lapmmde{u'lhemﬂmollhenllmsllwmumh
as practical and to retain such natural features for phyulul separation of the
offices and parking lots from adjacent residential

Therefore, in said districts, commdhn!louﬂbemhdmﬂhmﬂu man-
ner as to preserve natural 'billsides and tree cover as much as possible. It is
also, bowever, the intent of this district that off-street parking lots be
obscured from view of adjacent residential areas.and therefore, building into
the sides of the hills is encouraged. It is also the intent to screen the view of
parking lots as seen from the public streets.

Vegetative materials which are natural to the area should be used as land-
scape materials and the construction of landscaped areas will be in
accordance with Landscape design principles, adopted by the Planning
Commission.

‘The following regulations shall apply in ll 0S-3 Districts and shall be subject
further to the provisions of ARTICLE XIX GENERAL PROVISIONS AND
:lB'HCLE XX GENERAL EXCEPTIONS and all other applicable provisions

this Ordinan
SEC. 1M1A. PllIN(-TPAL USES PERI

MITTED:
In an 0S-3 District, no building or land shall be used and mbllldhsmﬂlk
¢m\!.cdmeﬂ&lqud h:nr one or mou of the following specified uses unless other-
this:
1. Office buildings h— myn(d! following occupations: executive, adminis-
:r‘:we. professional, accounting, writing, derical, stenographic, drafting

2. Marlmlotﬂee. including dinics.
3. Banks, credit unions, savings and loan association, and similar uses;
drivedn facilities as an accessory use only.

i Other uses similar to the above uses
6. Acoessory structures and uses customarily incident to the above permitted

uses.
SEC. 1M2. PRINCIPAL USES PERMITTED SUBJECT TO SPECIAL
APPROVAL:

The following uses may be permiited afler review and approval of the aite
plan by the Planning Co and provided that the Planning Commis-

that the use would ot be Iwompﬂlble with already existing uses
in the area-or would not be inconsistent with the

pemﬂmd ina building separate from a permit-
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a. The L Mnmdemkdland:uuhmumeemdng:hnuml
exceed 15% of the total floor ares.

b. Meremnmu 10 suchuses m!.lhzfmm the intérior of the build-

complied with. Yard setback requirements shall be as follows:

1. Setbacks and Yards Adjacent to 2 Major Thorofare
Building setbacks shall be at least forly (40) feet. Not more than fifty per-
cent (50%) of the front yard may be used for off.street parking 2nd drives,
If an; y;-rhngumhloumdln'.helrwly:rd it shall be obscured by a

four foot high landscaped berm located bet;

major thorofare, Off-street

Jot and the major thorofare.
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0

parking located in & side or rear yard shall
have a greenbelt located adjacent to the parking lot between the parking

ween the parking and me

& Minor Street

jacent to
Buildings setbacks shall be at least farty (40) feet or as provided by the
formula Li ﬂH whichever is greater (see SEC. IUD footnote (d) (3)). The

Street shl.ll be bmdemi’;t:,h ‘ﬁme:ﬂly planted greenbelt, 25 feet wide,
vergreen aled in two TowS, as illustrated in thy
landscape dug{gn prindiples mtqud by the Phnnng ‘Commission, *
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mission shall coosider the effectiveness of the buffer in pmmlng the
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mxde characteristics of the 0S-3 District,
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