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After months of heated budget ses-
sions and threats of discontinued fund-
ing, the Oakland County Organized
Crime Strike Force, " Prosecutor
Brooks Patterson's creation and one ot
his top priprities, remains intact.

While it remains intact and mlly
‘funded, though, it is one of ‘the prime
targets of a one-man grand jury probe
that began Tuesday.

Some members of the Oaklarid Coun-
ty Board of Commissioners claimed
that Pattérson’s elite crime unit, which
employs at least 10 county attorneys
and investigators as well as several
Michigan State Police investigators,
was illegal. Some felt it had over-
stepped its bounds and was operating
as a secret police unit. Others said the
investigation of organized crime sllmlld
be left to state and federal

Elite crime unit stays
but -with a watchdog

County Executive’s administration.
Other offices and organizadions repre-
sented are the Republican and Demo-
cratic caucuses of the’board of com-
missioners, thé Oakland County Sher-
iff's Department, the Michigan Attor-
ney General’s Office, and the Oakland
County Criminal Justice Planning
Council as well as the Observer & Ec-
* centric Newspa, the (Royal Oak)
Daily Tribune, the Oakland Press and
the Spinal Column

SOME COMMISSIONERS, however,
balked about the panel's make-up and
role. ¢

“The prosecutor doesn't need a pub-
lic relations branch. He's already quite
adept at that. The council should be
made up professionals in the field,”
said Commissioner Lawrence Pernick
-

In the end, though, the board of com-
missioners appropriated $350,000 for

. the strike force in 1979.

Commissioners, however, want to
keep close tabs on the previdusly-

[¢

Commissioner Alexander Perinoff

(D-Southfield), one of the strike force's

ardent opponents, referring to pub-

lished newspaper reports, said, “The

prosecutor said the panel will play an
i role with the

ing unit. N

To do that, they set up a special advi-
sory panel. Patterson said he would de-
pend on the 16-member pane! to devel-
op goals, recommend changes in state
legislation and develop a comprehen-
sive public relations program. -

The panel, he said, would not be able
to initiate investigations but could sug-
gest areas that could be examined,

The watchdog panel will draw mem-
bers from the Michigan State. Police,
the South Oakland Chiefs of Police, the
Michigan Association of Chiefs of
Police, the Southfield Police Depart-
ment, the North Oakland Chiefs of
Police, the Procecutor’s Office and the

and befween the office.

“Patterson’s still the boss. It's a
cosmetic group,” he said.

Patterson tried to quell those fears.
He said that even though he “couldn’t
give the council the power to issue
warrants,” the advisory group would
have some input into the strike force's
direction. The council, he said, “would
be privy to (some) details” of the inves-
tigations. Council members, he said,
would be informed of the types of
investigations.

“They'll know ail but the defendants’
names,” Patterson said.

WHERE COMMISSIONERS failed
in cutting the power and influence of

Suspect arraigned
in $1.5 million heist

By KAREN KOPEIKIN BERRY

A former Livonia resident stood
mute Friday afternoon in Federal
court when he was arraigned for bank
larceny after he and $1.5 million disap-
peared from an armored truck Thurs-
day. Fred Michael Dixon Jr. was ar-
raigned before U. S. Magistrate Chris
Stith in Detroit.

Dixon surrendered himself and the
money Friday morning to Livonia Po-
lice and. FBI agents at his parents
home on Six Mile Road in Livonia.

Sgt. Richard Ericson of the Livonia
detective bureau said the total $1.5
million dollars which disappeared from
a Purolator Security Inc. truck was re-
covered when Dixon surrendered about
3:30 a.m. Friday.

Ericson said police and FBI agents
arrested Dixon after Dixon’s attorney,
Westland lawyer Angelo Plakas, called
police at 2:30 a.m. Friday, and said his
client wanted to surrender.

Following his arrest and booking,
Livonia police turned Dixon and the
money over to FBI agent John Antho-
.ny, who-held the 28-year-old Pontiac
resident until his arraignment Friday
afternoon.

Ericson said Dixon was charged with
bank larceny because the incident oc-
curred while he was “involved in
lransfemng mnney from one bank to
another.”

Dixon, of 993 Fairway, Pontiac, was
employed as a guard for more than
four years for Purolator Security Inc.,
an armored truck security company.

Police said Dixon disappeared with
the money Thursday night when the
truck was parked at a coffee shop in a
small resort village in the Michigan
thumb area.

Dixon, one of three guards on the
truck, stayed with the truck to geard it
while the others entered the restaurant
for coffee.

It is company policy that at least one
guard stay with the truck at all times.
When the other two guards, Glenn
Harper and Paul Pudick, returned af-
ter about 45 minutes, they found Dixon
and the money gone. The truck was left
behind,

A statewide search which included
FBI agents and state police turned up
nothing until Dixon agreed to surrender
Friday morning.

A date has not been set for a pre-
trial examination.

* a Florida racketeer and infiltrated a
. Pontiac-based fencing operation. Forty

the strike force, a one-man grand jury
may succeed.

Oakland County Circuit Court’s Chief
Judge Steven Andrews, the lone grand
juror, Tuesday announced that he and
his staff would focus their investigation
on the prosecutor’s undercover opera-
tions and the Pontiac Police Depart-
ment.

Tn one of the strike force's most sig-
nificant investigations, Pattersen's ace
investigator Vincent Mazzara posed as

persons, including several Pontiac po-
lice officers and a city commissioner,

were arrested.
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on a superb selection
of home fashions.

create that living room. . .
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THE
BOARDROOM

For the most
interesting ways
to keep up
appearances.

Somerset Mall & Faitane Towne Center
(Inside Hughes & Halche
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Smiley Brothers

‘A TRUSTED NAME IN MUSIC™

The finest keyboard products available!

Baldwin planos & organs
Hammond & Allen organs

Young Chang grands & consoles
Select used instruments

» Marantz-Planocorder “memory" pianos

Birmingham at 1010 N. Hunter, MI7 1177
Also, Detroit & Dearborn

$ per 1000 sq. k. ceiling*
6" blown fiberglas.
b . FREE ESTIMATES

Roll Insulalion Avaitable for Do-It-Yoursellers

478-6046 ¢ 227-4839
Jones Insutation Supplies

Pre-Season

INSULATION

Special
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DESIGN
SOCIETY

- . JACK'S FACTORY OUTLET
Special Purchase
of Bankrupt Stock
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of Rochester, Charlevoix
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LEATHER
*. JACKET

$ 9 8 Many sizes

and Colers
(Sizes 48 and 50 add $10 more)f v

SINGLE? | g

You say you don't have things -
to do, places to go, or new :
people to meet? So why haven']

you joined People, Places and
Things?

Youd hke fo meet new

- a1eg Aue

Sale ends
March 4th.

(Reg. $165):

rj‘ Sale

inferesting, exciting and
enloyabl &

evailable manthly for
your choosing.

Now's the time to save on everything i in these
moms, plus floor covenngs. area rugs, lamps,

Save 20%50%
LEATHER SPORT COATS AND
FULL-LENGTH LEATHERS

and be with people who
like the same things you

For more information : clocks, and sleep sets. .
Peoplé, Places & Things  call i :
is an exciting concept for : . R ;
singles. We are your 3 VISA o MASTER CHARGE » CONVENIENT TERMS o OR 50 DAYS SKME S CASH
porsorial reservallonist piece . OPEN MON THURS. FRL. TiL § @ TUES WED SAT TIL 530 « SUNDAY 12 10 4 sl
for events, activities and N ESTED su"-s v > R
travel4vith people of v

Gabarcine, Swedish Knits
and Wool Blends

$68 1 $98
{Reg. $125 1o $175) -
SAVE (N ALL DEPARI'MEIITS

RATED FOUR STAR g . N
BY THE UNDERGROUND SHOPPER . . . T

JACK'S FACTORY OUTLET

Whelesale Men's Wear

29540 Southfield Rd.
Suite’ 100A

Southfield, Michigan

48076/(313) 5595820,

earthside |
Michigan’s Largest Ethan AI}ép Dealer

Save 20%-50_% Pre-lnvento

1 Wankio know. more about Pe Places &
lnqs Please send brochur:np -

LIVONIA « 15700 Middiebelt Road > PHONE 4228770 _
UTICA .+ 50170 Van Dyke - °PHONE 7396100 "

Miracle Mile Shopping Center (noxt lo Penneys)
Tefegraph North af Lake Road .
o N e aa Ty SOUTHFIELD » 15600 W. 12 Mile Road » PHONE 557-1800 .

Open Daily 10-8: Sun, 115 ( . . . . - LN N W




