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Nuns’ commitment survives changes

By ARLENE VANDERLEUN

Can today’s nun find happlnessnnd
fulfillment in & let-it-all-hang-out era?

ask four Westland women and
M’l{ gel a resounding ‘yes:‘ to that

1t ynu m Gloria Kglly lor ‘the first
;n': youmlg;h!guatmmasawb-
n
Mother m a brood of du]dmn. Helen
Williams looks Iike a breezy, confident
career woman — perhaps a nurse or
teacher, ™

Sharon Simond resemblqs an
mtellectual college student, while
Elizabeth Jane Jarvis looks like every-
body’s favorite aunt — Hendly and

smiling.

In fact, they are sisters, m\icd not

by flesh and blood but by their ealling
to the religious life, They are Ro
Catholic nuns whose lives strike a deli-
cate balance between religious nnd
-Secular worlds.
i All four work as liturgical mdes or
%mselm by day, and return to sepa-
irate, comfortable Westland apun-
~menis at night.

<are willing to give our gifts of God and
“live according to the lifestyle,” said
- Sr. Sharon, 39, a Dominican nun who
B coordinates religious education at St:
‘Richard Church in Westland. :
: The vocation is “a mystery, a

lds & similar position at St. Ber-
“rardine of Siena parish in Westland.

, Holder of master’s degrees in educa-
tion and religious studies, Sr. Gloria
“has no feelings of denial. “Sexuslity is
ilk there,” she said. “It's humamess.

%\ Also a member of IMH is Sr. Helen,
"’47, who coordinates religions educa-
jon and counsels parishoners at St.
7Kevin of Dearborn Heights.

- She feels her calling was to help
people. and confesses that after enter-
‘ing the noviate at the age of 17, lt took
her a decade to ‘‘come to gnps
her vocation.
“It's like marriage,” she explained.
*'You say ‘yes’ on a (wedding) day and
deepen the commitment.”

; “Weare profesmmal women, but we .

ndmre. a force,” according to Sr..
ria, 51, also a,Dominican nun. She .

WHILE THEIR commitment calls
for vows of poverty, chastity and obe-
dience, it un't all plety and prayers.
There are also dinners at the Red Lob-
ster and occasional movies.

Friends and neighbors, they form a
mini-réligious community that began
when Sr. Helen moved into the apart-
ment complex at Cherry Hill and
Heary Ruff in Westland.

Later, through word-of-mouth, the
other three nuns moved in as well.
Each of the nuns has her own

m"lr':us is hsppenlng all over the coun-
try,” said Sr. Gloria.

“There are no lnnpr enough sisters
to fill 'large convents,” she added.
“Some will rent a house and others
rent apartments,”

Sr. Sharon feels *“lucky” to be a sis-
ter now. “It's exciting, it stretches the
mind.”

She enjoys auendmg workshops and
seminars which focus on the role of
today’s nuns. And she talks of chmgll
in the Catholic Church which bey
after Vatican II, the church's ecume-
nical council in the early 1960s. It was
‘a time of challenge to the Church’s
authority, and priests and nuns were
leaving in droves.

As a result of Vatican II, nuns were
pven the option to modify their doth-
ing from the traditional long habits
and veils to shorter versions and,
eventually, to the same type of doth-
ing that other women wear.

Vatican Il also gave muns the option
of keeping the names they were given
when they became nuns or going back
to their birth names. (All four of the
Westland nuns opted to return to using

lhelr birth names.)

“The changes came fast, and shook
up a lot of people,” said the brown-
eyed, petite Sr. Sharon whose twin sis-
ter is married. “T get really uptight
when people talk about clothes. The
commitment is the same.”

-For Sr. Elizabeth, the change in
work clothes had its drawbacks.

“1 loved my old habit,” she com-
mented. “It was blue, and it was beau-
tiful.” But beautiful or not, she feels
pedple respond more warmly to the
pantsuits and skirts in which she now
outfits herself.

“A habit could be a coverup,” she
added. “It sets you apart.”

Sr. Helen agrees.

“I can remember the day I took off
my habit," she recalled. “I hadn't
shown my legs or hair for a long time.

“The idea was to make us accessible
topeople,” added Sr. Helen. "It wasnt
done flippantly.”

BESIDES CHANGES in outward
trappings, there were opportunities for
mms to leave the communal, monastic
Iife of the convent, as the ranks of the
sisterhood dwindled. And they bey

gan
to take more responsihility for their’

lives.

For instance, nuns now apply for
positions which they wish to hold — in
teaching, nursing, pastoral ministry
(visiting and counseling parishoners)
and religious studies. Previously, they
were arbitrarily assigned to a church
or school.

The new rules allow them to remain
near family and friends. Helen hails
from Flint and the others are native
Detroiters,

Assignment selection is done in *'dia-
logue,” which Sr. Sharon describes as
a “discussion in the spirit of listening
and caring together.”

Now they apply for positions and
sngn a contract for their services. They
receive an annual col tion of
about $5,000 — half two-thirds to which
is donated for support of- elderly,
retired nuns.

In addition, they receive a place to
live — either communal or separate,
depending on the church’s resources.
‘Their health insurance also is paid.

After expenses have been budgeted
out “we have about $2,000 to live on,”
said Sr. Gloria. “It's enough.”

MEETING THESE contractual obli-
gations means heavy ules that
often include night meetings, wee):end

coavent life at Holy Name Church in
Birmingham for 11 years.

They also e satisfaction
with their role in the church. None
talked of wishing to be a priest instead
o( a nun, nllhwgh they actmwledgpd

uence of the women's liberation

xmvamen

“The church was — and is — domi-
pated by men,” said. Sr. Sharon.
“Some are lhrea!ened (by the idea of
‘women p

*“I think it’s (wumen priests) going
to evolve,” said Sr. Gloria. “It's so
S‘nuristic, it’s hard to get into the skin

it.”

“If it happens, it will be because of
the Holy Spirit,” added Sr. Helen. “We
don't know if the Holy Spirit is a he or
she.”

SR. HELEN added that she finds
militancy upsetting. T don't like to
see T-shirts streaming, Prm Now,'
“ she said. “It’s too

What does the future hold for these
women? It could mean new assign-
ments and moving to other areas of
challenge within the church in another
location. Or returning to a communal
lifestyle.

“It was circumstances that brou;
us to this geographical location,” said
Sr. Sharon, whd has been living in her
Westland apartment for a little more

ayear.
For Sr. Elizabeth, it will hopefully
mean a return to commumal life.

After two years in her apartment,
she misses the companionship and of
life in the convent. “1 miss prayer
time,” she said.

“You run dry and need to start fresh
),” said Sr. Elizabeth.

with staff or
and workshops and classes to keep
abreast of developments in their field.
Leisure-time activities for Sr. Sha-
mn mclude reading music. She
es to being “hooked” on

fool.ball. Sr Gluﬁa enjoys traveling -
and the

theater, while Sr. Elizabeth
loves to indulge a green thumb, apd
ber apartment and office are filled
with plants.

All four enjoy getwgetbrs with
friends among their sisterhood, espe-
cially Sr. Elizabeth, who keenly
misses the nuns with whom she shared

“Women can contribute a lot to the
church,” said Sr. Helen.
“As the church changes, we must
move withit.”
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Wide Louver Shuturs

tions, etc, 1"
Shutters, Woven

VALUES to $200

Clearance

WINDOW AT
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Interior Shutters with
fixed or movable louvers or
with inserts of your choice.
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Venetian Blinds,
Woods.
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CUSTOM SHUTTERS

& WOVEN WOODS -

20% off!

Free Measure Service.
Installation Available.

Woven Woods in many patterns -
and color combinations.

CLOSE OUT!
Room-darkening or light-filtering.
Choice of colors

stock sizes -D0%  off!
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25655 Joy Rd. (near Beech-Daly)....
47250 Five, Mile Rd. (Near Newburg )
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Happiness is...

a Hot Tub

For 2,000 years people have

used the therapeutic action of very warm circulating waters to
reduce tension, improve- circulation, soothe stiff aching mus-
cles, ease arthritic pain and for just plam fun. Now you can
enjoy the benefits and pleasures of owhing your own Spa. We
offer a large selection of carefree fiberglass tubs in a variety of
decorator colors, shapes, sizes and prices. Manufactured by
Aqua Star, a name you can trust. Stop in and visit our
showroom, or call. You'll be glad you did.
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! filter & fittings

4'x6' Fiberglass Tub
with built-in lounge, heater
pump & motor, blower,

beautiful, exciting, sensual, relaxing and healthful

MONROE, MICHIGAN
WAREHOUSE STOCKS

Now with our new 12,000 square Iool Livonia Warehouse. we are vacating our
former Monroe, & ly we are these chairs to
our 3 Metro Detroit Stores to save handllng costs. Each chair, though fresh and still
in cartons will go at low clearance prices. Don't wait.- Selection is great, but naturally
quantities are fimited as it's a’ clearance sale. * . l

Free-stanqu Indoor Models
now available*
Iust Fantastic on a Cold Winter nght
Simple-to-follow instructions make
installation easy

Complete Package $1395%

CALL: 425-8830 CALL: 334:2531

28875 dJoy Rd. 1899'S. Telegraph

(3 blks. East Bloomfield
of Middlebelt) Hills
Westland

Store Hours: Tues, Th Fri and Sa! 9-5
© Mon & Wed 9-9
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