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I your problem is alcohol, drugs,
1 marital sirife, depression, or parent-
: ﬁ Threshold is an agency ready to

p. .
Anne Chomet, director of Threshold,
. believes it ‘offers many advantages
other agencies do not.

“The beauty of our agency is that
We have very little red tape,” she said.

Amn Chomet, director of Thre-
shold, believes that because there
is very little red tape, most people
never feel like a number. She is
seeking an agency to take an inter-
est in the program and help raise
funds.

“'Pecple don’t feel like a number. They
can walk in and someone will talk to
them."

She explained that the Threshold
staff of counselors strives to help trou-
bled families, married couples, ‘or
single persons examine their situations
and take steps to improve them.

Ms. Chomet said that a large part of
the agency s caseload comes from
court or sehaol ceferrals. .

Rosalie Schwartz performs
double duty as both comselor and
jpablic relations director. Her files
contain dozens of letters from
families thanking Threshold for its
aid during periods of extreme
stress.

'

“There is a sliding fee scale based
on your income,” sald Ms. Chomet.
Many clients receive services free of
charge because their income is so low.

Located in a 100-year-old farmhouse
in Hazel Park, Threshold is supported
by funds from the city of Hazel Park
and the Oakland County Office for Sub-
stance Abuse.

Although Threshold services are
open to residents of the tri-county
area, Ms. Chomet said that 95 per cent
of the cases come from Oakland
County and 54 per cent from the city of
Hazel Park.

According to Ms. Chomet, funding
currently poses a problem. Last June
the Hazel Park Gty Council voted to
cut its contribution to Threshold by
half. Cuts are also expected from the
_county. )

“We need an organization to take an
interest in us and help raise funds,”

" she said.

THE PAID STAFF et Threshold
consists of four. women and three men

. with degrees in sociology or therapy.

In addition, selected graduate students
from the Wayne Stete Schoo! of Social
Work are assigned a caseload under
staff supervision. Working in the field
is part of the requirement for a mas-
ter’s degree, Ms. Chomet explained.
Describing services offered by, Thre-
shold, Rosalie Schwartz, who does
both public relations and counseling,
the agency's work to that of
2 mother. “What does 2 mother do?"
she asked. “'So many different things
when a problem presents itself.”
Threshold will also work with an
entire family. Ms. Chomet cited a situ-

ation where both the mother ana a
father had drinking problems.
The staff, at Threshold suggested

. individual therapy for the mother and

group therapy for the family mem-
bers. The father refused to Pparticipate.

Ms. Chomet explained that the
mother in this case felt “incompetent
and dumb.” Therapy helped to build
up her feelings of self-esteemn; and
taught her how to communicate with
her family.

She eventually divorced the abusive
spouse, got a job, and is maintaining a
home for her children. One of the chil-
dren, who had nm away, now is
involved in school activities and earns
good grades. "

‘The success story has been repeated
often, Mrs. Chomet noted. Letters
from clients frequently give evidence
to the agency's influence on the
community.

One couple, whose_son’s dependence
on drugs lasted over nine years, wrote,
“Through the gentle interest and per-
sonal prompting of Threshold's coun-
selor, our son was accepled at a fine
therapeutic farm for treatment. He
has a whole new concept of himsell at
this point and is working hard to rid
himself of his problem . . . We have
been associated with 19 various
agencies in setking help and can only
say, “Thank God for Thresho!d,

The letter aiso revealed that the
counselor had urged the parents to
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They enter open door to better lives |

seek treatment for themselves,
because the duration of their son's
drug problem had completely drained
them.

ARECENT WIDOW also offered her
thanks in a letter to Threshold. She
wrote, “For more than a year my
‘Threshold counselor was at my side
helping me through my husband’s long
illness. Through her help 1 was able to
deal with the other areas of my life
which were affected by the illness and
eventual death.

“Through counseling I was able to
accept the death and also assist my
children with their grief.”

Aside from individual counseling.
‘Threshold also has groups which meet
regularly. Two of them focus on the
problem of alcohol abuse. They are the
Alcohol Education and the Alcohel

P

Recovery groups. Ms. Chomet pointed
out, that since 90 per cent of the cases
received at Threshold involve alcohol
abuse, these groups are vitally neededs:

The Alcohol Education Group. shg
pointed out. is made up primarily of,
offenders sent by the courts. ““This is
an entry point for those people. It is &
10-week series which keeps
repeating.” =

AT THRESHOLD, participants are:
taught the psychological effects of
alcohol abuse, and what it does to fam-
ily relationships. They discuss thé
causes of excessive drinking and -aré
shown films about alcohol. e

“Its purpose is to get people com-
fortable in a group and to help thern’
stop denying that they have'a prob:
lem,” Ms. Chomet said. ’
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SHOES « BOOTS ¢ SLIPPERS o & Lots of knots and links in 14K gold.
0% A. Knot ring with two diamonds, $300.

For the entire Family
207~607% OFF

ORCHARD MALL

QOrchard Lake, N. of Maple

B. Triple strand kings-link bracelet, $420.
C. Linked circles clip pierced earrings, $100.
D. Dangling chain links pierced earrings, $100.

BEL-AIRE CENTER

10 Mile at Orchard Lake

Jacobson's

Famgon G‘ - W, Blooniei 651-5560 568N, Wooduard Ave.
- y S, 125 Birmingham, Mich. 48011
SHOES o (313) 645-1140
" J

SALE OF MEN'S HOSIERY
FOR ATHLETIC AND DRESS WEAR.

RENT SOFT WATER
- THE CANEFREE WAY!
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need 10 buy fabric softenars, your
Beversges tnte betiar -svanioet

Our Hesvy-Duty Muli Purpose Rey-
nolds Fully Automatic Walar Cond-
tloners AEALLY remove rust and Iron
Rardness and-rent for a Itle as

S
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REYNOLDS
WATER CONDITIONING CO.
Michigan’s olcest water conditioning company

CALLTOLL FREE 1.800-572.9575
- Serving this acve sivce 1931,

Acéessories

Unlque accessories..svery plece carefully selected so you'll find Just the
right accent plece for your home.

Lamps
Chooss from an extensive collection of quallty lamps and lighting arrange-

\ ments, ranging from uitra modem to traditional. .Floor, table, and celling
models available. : '

Lo
Window Treatments
Add a new dimension to your home...Call on our creative designers to assist

you. K

Désigner Bedspreads

From our exclusive collection. Vibrant prints, rich fabrics, a truly fabulous
collection!

-

Furniture .
Choosa from our wide selection of quality designer fumishings. We special-
5 In th-l unique and the original, and our collection of furnishings Is no

mm-wbmmm
lar. name beautifully .
By Leon- -

H
: .
4 most, popular. gift Homs. Any Now through January 27, save on hosiery needs,
e - hand-cut In steding siiver oc 14K gold.

i ore_Doskow. :

€

+ A. Wool/stretch nylon dress socks. Black, navy
or brown. Anklet length, pair 1.95; Mid-calf

During our storewide sale, you have the uncommon opportunity to save on items for
mmymmlnywrhomvouunlllomoupwmon:p!dnloMmAnnhnyl,

Heckince In Sierig Bracelet In S our designers at rvice. ¢
oo s ... 310 | (o smaniein_ 31320 are &t your service. length, paif 2.40; Over-the-calf, pair 2.95 B
e o et st n 16 0 | | ) - B. Hi-bulk acrylic/stretch nylon sport socks
ul"l’“"?"""‘—“ﬂﬁ. 010 Frve e 34000 o . - with fully cushioned foot. Solid colors, or
N - (e prces. Keysaone) " . L white with striped ankle-squg tops, pair 1.80
‘Gegrge Ohrenstein i . -

Jewelers Lid. -

o e 1 “% " INTERIORS

 Plcision Tme Prces- | . Extraordinary thirigs for extraordinary people.
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- Jacobsons

HARVARD ROW MALL a6t Orchard Mall » Orchard Lake Road noith of Maple s 851-3200 FAEE PARKING JUST A-STEP AWAY - WE WILL VALIDATE YOUR Tiekir
\ T S " Thursday & Friday open until 9 p:m, . . et
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