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M[alze and blue old timer hails 80th year

By W.W.EDGAR

Fritz Crisler, retired athletic direc-
tor at the University of Michigan and
the man who changed the entire con-
cept of intercollegiate football with the
introduction of the two platoon
in 1945, has reached another milestone
in his colorful life.

‘Tomorrow (Friday), be is celebrating
his 80th birthday. With his usual diplo-
macy, as he joins th octogenarian club,
he looks back over the many gridiron
ccampaigns and says, “I was just lucky
to have had so many good players and
fine teams.” |

While the football followers and stu-
dents of the game claim one of his pro-
teges, Tom Harmon, and his 1947 Mich-
igan team, that went undefeated and
conquered Southern California, 49-0, in
the 1948 -Rose Bowl, were among the
finest of their time, Crisler hesitated in
ranking them by simply stating, “They
were among the many fine athletes
that enabled me to be $0 lucky.”

Retired since 1968 when he turned
the athletic directorship over to Don
Caoham, Crisler “still follows the
Wolverines with keen interest and ad-
mits that, like many others, he was
shocked at what be!ell M.mmgan in the
recent Rose Bowl.

Asked about the “phanlnm" touch-
down that was the margin of Southern
California’s victory, Fritz said, “It was
tragic. I can see no good reason for
such a call. The worst that should have
happened to Michigan was to gain a
tie.”

As an honorary member of the
NCAA Rules Committee, he was asked
if there was any chance that the rules .
would be changed because ‘of that
“phantom.” He said that he dido’t see

any Treason for it. “It was just a bad

When Crisler came to Michigan from
Princeton in 1938, it was the last stop
or an amazing career. Crisler contin-
ued his fine work by running up a
record of 71 victories, 16 defeats and
thiree ties in’the 10 years he spent as
Wolverine coach.

So great was his impact on Michigan
athletics that the basketball arena was
named for him and always will stand
as a monument to him.

Born in Earlville, Ill. and baptized
Herbert Orin Crisler, he starred in high
school and then entered the University
of Chicago where he profited from the
teaching of the legendary Amos Alonzo
Stagg.

During his varsity days, ke became
one of Chicago's few mine lettermen.
He starred in baseball, basketball and

football where he earned mention on .

several All-America teams as an end in
1921.

At that time, his career took a

strange twist. He had hoped to enter
medical school and become a doctor.
He was only a few points short of being
a Phi Betta Kappa.
" There was one drawback to his
dream. He lacked the money to join the
medical students. When this became
known, Stagg offered him a position as
an assistant coach. He tock it and
stayed as a member of the slaﬂ for
eight years.

At that time, the coaclung position

opened at the University of Minnesota
and Crisler was appointed to take over.
He had high hopes for the Gophers, but
he was not to stay in the Gopher-coun-
try very long.

Officials at Princeton University re-

membered him for his outstanding play
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#ngeged in what it the most &

against Stanley Keck, the Tiger 228
pounder, and made Him an offer that
Crisler claimed he couldn't turn down.
After six years in the Ivy League,
Crisler heard the call from Michigan to
take over the football coaching duties.
He came in 1938. Three years later, he
was named athletic director to succeed
the legendary Fielding H. (Hurry Up)
Yost. From then on, he wrote a glowing
chapter in Walverine football history.
By 1939 he developed a great team

Harmon, and in 1947 he went undeleal-
ed, wop the Rose Bowl and the national
championship to earn the honor of
being named Coach of the Year.

But of all his feats, Crisler will be
best remembered as the man who
changed the game through the intro-
duction of the two-platoon system.

As he began the celebration of his
80th birthday, he recalled how it came
about.

“it was in 1945, the war years, when

to play freshmen. We were scheduled
to play Army that boasted Davis and
Blanchard, the farious Mr. Inside and
Mr. Qutside.

“Checking the rule, I found that there
was no limit on substitutions. We had
only a bunch of kids—16 and 17-years-
old— so I developed the plan of alter-
nating them.”

1t is history now that for the first

three periods the Mnchlgn.n “kids” held
thé great Army team almost on even |
terms. But they wilted in the fourth |

.quarter and lost to lhe Cadets 28-7.

. The die had been cast. Coaches Imm ‘

all sections of the country called
Crisler and wanted the details. From
that day on football has become a
much different game.
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istianship between hesith problems and spinal mis-
slignments and utilize & screening process called
Contour

Voluntesrs ars being sought for screening, Contour
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Thie s & public service program for panicipating volunteers. The doctors are contributing their
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particioating doctors directly for Information of an appointment.

Dr. Walter S. Gross
27620 Five-Mile
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FOR A MORE lustrous shoeshine spread a
few drops of lemon juice. Then shine with a
wet cloth. For quick results when you want
to sell something, '.ry an Observer & Eccen-
tric_Classified

~ MID
WINTER
SALE

SAVE ON HANDCRAFTED LAMPS, FINE TABLES,
UPHOLSTERED FURNITURE, PAINTINGS, N
AND OTHER.DECORATIVE PIECES
SPECIAL ORDERS AT SALE PRICES -
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centered around All-American Tom

4 “Atmeosphere On A Budget”
- Tuesday Night Specials
. |RIB EYE STEAK CHOPPED STEAK
. Includes

39 $219
only 92 oo e O 2

Texas ‘Toast & Salad Bar - Served from 4 p.m. 'til closing

Great
SALAD BAR

5 delicious dressings

MONDAY IS SENIOR CITIZENS DAY! SENIOR
CITIZENS RECEIVE THEIR BEVERAGE FREE! ALL DAY!

LUNCHEON SPECIALS

CHOPPED STEAK _N.Y. PETITE READE
DINNER  STRIP DlNNER VEAL CUTLET
${7° $209 8§17

includes Toast, Potato, Salad Bar
SER\IED ALL DAY MONDAY — 11-4 TUES.-SAT.
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CAROLINA QUTLET -

talent was scarce and we were alluwed
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Vince Mileto's beautiful new Hair
Styling Saton for men and women
is now open — offering all hair

rvices from cutting to

n
vitation to call or stop in and see
. us for any or all your hair care
needs.
We Guarantee you Satisfaction.
A g
sha’pe ym‘n?nalr like it's never been

emme wl»unm
15 Mile d. West of Orchard L. R.
Phone: 535-2570
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Famaus Sealy quality mattress

King Size Set
and foundation sets

Al Three Pieces

Twin-Fult $13 A siz0s
Queen-King $22 Sld in sets nnly
Swaty Mattresses and matchiog foundation in the size
that's right for you. Luxurious construction for year
- after year of sieeping cainfort. Choose twin, full,
queén and king size, at thess Spacial Low Prices.

X VILLAGE - @& ||
‘FURNITURE

We would like to thank all the community
organizations, volunteers & péti'erits’ families who
helped make the Holidays a little more*special for

all our resxdents

OAK HILL NURSING HOME
34225 GRAND RIVER AVENUE
FARMINGTON MICHIGAN 48024 .

. (313) 477-7373
“A TOTAL LIVING CO

CEPT”
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o Furniture NOVI-TEN CENTER Comier of Cobley Lake Road '
o Accassories 41708 West Ten Mile Road — ‘Novi — 3486081 " Across from R & M Dept. Store
w{ @ interior Désign Service * Hours: Mon.-Sat. 10 1o 6; Friday 10169 363-1565 k‘
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