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&Ms_go_up in_smoke
Higher costs chip away firewood business

The romance of watching well-sea-
soned logs softly surrotinded by flames
ina lh’eplace has met the harsh reality
of rising prices.

Jumps in the cost of labor, transpor-
tation and fuel are chipping a away at
the firewood business, according to-lo-
cal suppliers,

‘Wholesale prices for oak, ash, maple.
hickory and walnut logs increased by
20 per cent within the last year for the
Hacker famuy which has been selling
firewood in since 1946.

“I try to keep it down, byt the price
of labor goes up, the price of gas goes
up and the cost of equipment is rising,”
be satd.

SEVEN YEARS AGO,” when he
started his ¢wn business in Livonia,
Stone paid his employees $2.50 an hour.
Today, he pays four employees $6 an
hour. Usually, he employs six persons.

The price of transportation, the heart
of the business, also rises each year.
F heel drive trucks have in-

In response to the wholesale pnce
inerease, the family raised their prices
gy dl‘l) per cent, according to Julie

A bardwood cord measuring four
feet by eight- feet, called a face cord
costs $44 fronr the Hackers. White
birch with white bark is sold for §54. A
mixed cord of soft wood, such as birch
and hardwoods which measure about
four feet by eight feet costs $50, ac-
cording to Mrs. Hacker.

While the Hackers cope with rlsing
prices, Keith Stone, of Livonia who op-
erates the Green Mountain Tree Ser-
vice faces the same problems.

“Prices have doubled. But I haven't
increased my prices yet because it
would be too hard for people to buy
wood,” he said.

creased in’the past five years from a

market value of about $6,000 to

$10,000, acco'rdi-;g to the suppliers.
‘Transportation is important to the

suppliers who deliver their wood to-

Each reliesona

ad with a telephone number instead of
aroad side stand to draw business.

Transportation doesn't begin after
the customer buys the logs. That's the
end of the journey for the suppliers and
their wares. Transporting the logs be-
gins when the suppliers buy them
wholesale from a grower. Then they
are transported to the supplier.

If the supplier cuts his own logs, he
faces the problems and costs of tran-
sporting them back to his business. All
this manuvering of logs requires gas

Obituaries

EVA MITTLER
Mrs. Mittler, 89, died in her Farm-
ingten home on Jan. 2.
- She was born in Hungary and had
* been a Farmington resident for many
years.

Surviving are: son, Joseph; daugh-
ters, Mrs. Ernest Burnmester, Mrs.
Steve Radmanovich, Mrs. Roderick
McNeil, Mrs. Bruce Trimble and Miss
Mary Mittler; 11 grandchildren and 17
great-grandchildren.

A Scripture reading was conducted
on Jan. 4 and a requiem high mass was
recited on Jan. 5 in St. Gerald's Church
with the Rev. Maurice Decker officiat-
ing. Burial was at Holy Sepulchre Cem-
etery of Southfield.

AUGUSTAE. WILKE

Mrs. Wilke, 89, died Jan. 4 in Farm-
ington Hills.

She was a housewife and was born in
Detroit. She moved to Farmington
Hills two years ago.

Surviving are: son, George A.; daugh-
ter, Mrs. Mildred Goetzke; sister Mrs,
Florence Papke; four grandchildren
andth three great-grandchildren. *

Services were conducted at Thayer-
Rock Funeral Home and at Grace Lu-
theran Church, Detroit. Pastor V. Fred-
erick Halboth, Jr., officiated.IBurial
was at Grand Lawn Cemetery, Detroit.

Life dream fulfilled

(Continued from page 1A)

Farmington Hills. The couple’s 22-
year-old son, Kevin, will be the fourth
generation McCabe to take up that
‘occupation.

Mrs. McCabe hopes their daughter,
Katrina, 18, will bécome the fourth
generation of her family to pursue law.
Now a senior at Mercy High School, she
is working at her mother’s firm part-

me.

"M NOT GOING to push her in that
direction. She has to choose a career
that will make her happy. But I believe
that she will end up in law.

“The work is very challenging. There
is no apprenticeship program for new
attorneys. You feel your way through
the procedures for abont a year, untit
you become comfortable with them.

“Law is difficult work. It’s no place

“for the timid or sensitive person. No

one should enter law with the idea just
to make a lot of money. Go into it be-
cause you enjoy it and know you can do
a good job."
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and adds to the wear and tear of vehi-

"We bought a truck about a year ago
and:in a few years we'll have to buy
another,” said Mrs. Hacker.

ALTHOUGH THE HACKERS AND
‘STONE operate their businesses year
round, their customers don't start
thinking about glowing fireplaces until
after Labor Day.

That's when steady customers call to
order a winter’s worth of woed.

But some customers don’t think
about their fireplaces until the cold
weather. -

Business speeds up after ice storms
and during the first cold days. By Janu-
ary. business begins to stow for the sup-

A good business day for the Hackers
involves the selling of between 25-30
face cords of wood. Stone counts 10
cords a day as a brisk business.

But as business costs rise, competi-
tion also increases.

“Everybody and his brother has a
pick-up and a chain saw,” Stone said.

To offset more competition, demand
is\increasing as more homeowners de-
cide to add fireplaces, according to
Robert Yurk, of Farmington ‘who
works for a brick mason and operates a
firewood supply business in his off-
time.

‘Yurk, who has sold firewood for four
years, sees the increased demand as
another factor in rising prices. With
more demand, suppliers travel farther
to cut down suitable trees, he said.

‘YURK, who cuts his own wood sells
it in smaller bundles than the Hackers
and Stone.

In addition {o the common problem
of jockeying around rising costs, there
is a variety of opinion in the business
concerning the best and most economi-
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THE
DaANCE
Fact:

Dance lessons can help
fyour child develop
poise & confidénce.

thru Jan. 31

MUSIC &-DANCE INSTRUCTION BY PROFESSIONALS

Save 5%

Dance Lessans
When you mention this ad

o Disco o Tap ® Jazz ® Ballet °
Dance Exercise  Baliom

38429 Grand River, between Haggerty & 10 Mile

cal type of trees to purchase for fire
wood.

White birch with its white bark
starts burning fast nad crackles in the
fireplace, according to the Hackers. At
$54 a face cord its more expensive than
a $44 face cord of hardwoods which
would include ash; maple,oak and wal-
nut.

But for fragrant luxury, there is fru-
itwood. For $60 a face cord, the wood -
" of a cherry tree can add a sweet smell -
to a family room.

Elm, at $30 a face cord for Stone is )S =
that supplier’s favorite wood.

“It burns hotter, longer. Birch is a-.
waste of money. It burns fast. But it

STAND

pretty,” he said. =.
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Yams ® Macrame » DMC

Daily 9-9: Sunday 12-5

Select the size you prefer..

Starting tomorrow...
Everything is on Sale,

including special orders.

EVERY HERITAGE SOFA, CHAIR, LOVESEAT IS 20% OFF.

Your choice of many styles and tabrics in our Heritage upholstered collections, now on sale.

EVERY THOMASVILLE DINING ROOM, BEDROOM IS 10%~-30% OFF.

Even all occasional pieces are included. Eight important collectlons are featured in this sale.

EVERY FAMOUS NAME SOFA, LOVESEAT CHAIR IS 10%—20% OFF.

Choose from our fine selection. You may even special order custom covers during this sale.

EVERY SERTA MATTRESS, BOX SPRING, FOUNDATION, 10%-45% OFF.

.twin, full, queen and king sizes are Included firm or extra-firm.

EVERY BARCALOUNGER, LA-Z-BOY RECLINER CHAIR, 10%-30% OFF.

Wall - reciiners, rockers, swrvel-mckers (nduded Your choice of traditional, Colonial and modern styles.

EVERY DREXEL "ACCOLADE" BEDROOM, DINING ROOM IS 20% OFF.

All“Accolade” occasional plecss are also included at this sensational, specnal reduction.

EVERY LAMP AND ACCESSORY IS NOW ON SALEwi\T 10%—50% OFF -

Included in this group are paintings, wall clocks, pictures, sculptures, grandfather, grandmother ci

EVERY SOFA-SLEEPER, MANY FAMOUS BRANDS, NOW 10%-40% OFF.

Choice of several styles and fabrics... eomfmab!e sofa by day, luxurious sleeping at night.

EVERY BOY'S, GIRL’'S CORRELATED BEDROOM, NOW 10%-20% OFF.

Wide selection of decks beds, desks, dressers, mgh'shnds Everything in our "Teen Shop” included.

| EVERY LEATHER SOFA, LOVESEAT, CHAIR, OTTOMAN IS 20%—40% OFF.

Several styles for immediate delivery, or you may spec|al~order inyour choloe of color.

" C. An elipse af 14K yellow gold shelters 8 full-cut round diamonds custred ot cither
side on this very contemporary fing. VALUE $800 W 560

©. For Jsnuary a Beautiful Natura) ‘Garnet and Diamond for the Lady. Center ol
faceted garnet is accented by 2 sparkliag digmonds. VALUE $225 W S160 -

E. Sunning snd tnusual aranement of one pear shaped, 4 marqui

. round gamonds. VALUE 3200 - Plus many other items inc[uding carpeting, draperies and wallpaper. o
F. Button Diemond Earrings, 2 targe mu.-d:gdsz.asmuc arsuedng . ! ! T

center Jarge brillont cut diamonds. VALUE $1.500 . . . :

Un our convenlent charge plan, Visa or Master Charge. - :

Towne & Country Tniou E

Op.nﬂlty10-9Wld.&Sn1D-8

ind 10 full-cut
NOW $2270

G. Men's. Handsome wnna and Yeltow Gold Dismand Ring with large center round
ﬁtmomr VALME $1.150 NOW $770
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- Bloomfleld-—4107 Teisgraph Rd—at Long Lake, Ri.—642-6822 e
1110 8. Rd—in | Mall—852:3500
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