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RUSTLE SHAND

When home sewing and knitting hits the haute
couture shops, it’s a sure sign it's time to oil the old
sewing machine and take the knitting needles and
yarn out of mothballs. The new wave of fashion is

Bill Blass has shown “cottage industry” hand
knitted sweaters with his last two collections. Mary
McFadden took weaver Nancy Pollack out of her
home and into her own fashion design studio when
she launched the Pollack handwoven sweater and
coat collection as part of her fall collection.

Native New Yorker Joan Vass made a big splash
when she brought her “cottage industry” clothing to
Clair Pearone’s Somerset Mall shop last month. 'the tacks that finsih the side slits;in her garments

Joan Vass has not been in the field of-fashion
very long. But she's been in it long enough to have
been honored by the Smithsonian Institute. Ms.
Vass and Zandra Rhodes, Sonia Rykiel, Mary
McFadden, Bonnie Cashin and Norma Lamali were
named by the Institute as “exceptional women in

MS. VASS was particularly credited with what
the Institute has called her “wave of the future”

It 21l began five years ago when whe gave up an
art editorship to market her “cottage industry”

She originally had no intention of going into the
fashion business, she said. It was simply an idea for
‘women and men who find themselves housebound
from illness or responsibilities to the family and

To prove the feasibility of her theory that it was
indeed possible to return to a work-at-home
premise, she designed clothing that could be sewn,
knitted or crocheted at home, then sought people
who had to stay at home, but who needed an

She found an amazingly high level of skills. So,
hand in hand with the need, her premise burgeoned
to the point where she had to leave her job as art
editor and devote all her time to her “cottage

Je——.

*

TEARS CAME to her eyes as sk told of the suc- .
cess of her endeavors, particularly in the case of 2
woman called Grace Rossi, who, confined to a
wheel chair, knits Joan Vass sweaters beautifully,
contentedly and profitably. : I

“1 will never forget the day she called to tell me
that not only is she able to meet her own expenses
but was able to buy herself a brand new wheel
chair to replace the broken down one she had,” Ms,
Vass related. “The old one had been repaired so
many times it had reached the point of no return.”

Ms. Vass is a perfectionist who demands such
quality in the work that goes out over her name
that it is possible to wear her clothes inside out.
And just in case you do decide to do just that, even

are carefully sewn in place and are often made of
Liberty silk or cotton print.

THERE 1S A striking individuality abont the
Vass designs. They are like nothing else you've seen
before. One minute their utter simplicity has a cot-
tage charm and the next minute they seem futuris-
tic and sophisticated. v

“My clothes are designed to live in,” she said. .
“You can cook in them and then go out dancing in
them.” One black cotton skirt and blouse with all-
over tiny pink polka dots, Ms. Vasg calls her “work
dress.” One can imagine it being Worn on a frosty
morning to bake bread in or worn to the office. Yet,
it's just as wearable for dinner.

Many of her dresses come with 'short, just below
the calf, cuffed pants. When the easy shift dress
comes off and is replaced with a hand knit or cro-
cheted sweater, it becomes an alluring, slinky eve-
ning costume, All the pieces work together, de-
signed to be worn in many differert ways.

The newest Vass touch for now into spring-sum-
mer are rag braided rope belts and ties.

. Aside from helping the lame and the infirm, Ms.
Vass says her cottage industry approach to fashion
is putting some home workers through graduate
school. N

Volunteers

The Oakland County Volunteer
Bureau,. a program of the Volunteer
Action Center of United Community
Services, has weekly listings of agen-
cies needing volunteer services. Fur-
ther information about these and over
200 agencies may be obtained by call-
ing the bureau, 642-7272. Any non-prof-
it agenciés needing volunteer assist-
ance may also call the bureau.

GRAPHIC ARTIST-A volunteer
with the ability to do lettering and sim-
ple graphic designe is needed by the
Oakland County Association for Re-
tarded Citizens to help with a major or-
ganization project in late January. This
would be a short term commitment.

PARENT AIDES-Family Focus in
Birmingham is urgently recruiting
empathetic, mature and sincere indi-
viduals who are prepared to devote
four hours weekly, for a period of eight
months, to contributing to the well-
being of children. Training will be pro-
vided at a workshop in late January.

COURT WATCHERS-Volunteers in-
terested in joining the Oakland County
Court Watchers program are invited to
hear Perry Johnson, director of the
Michigan D of C i
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WONDERLAND LIVONIA MALL \MICUMB MALL PLAZA
PLYMOUTH & 7MILE & GRATIOT & DEQUINDRE &
MIDDLEBELT MIDDLEBELT MASONIC 18 MILE RD.

woraay  SAVE 20-33%

Clearance ON MOST FALL & WINTER CLOTHING
‘SAVINGS IN EVERY DEPARTMENT |

* INFANTS ¢ TODDLERS |.
* BOYS 47 o GIRLS 4-6X |
¢ BOYS.8-12 GIRLS 7-14

no exchanges no refunds no layaways| N

2-3 pm., Tuesday, Jan. 23, in the
Bloomfield Township Library, 1099
Lone Pine. Court Watchers attend reg-
ular sessions of the Oakland County
Court and complete evaluation forms
to determine fiarness of judgment.

INSTRUCTIONAL AIDE ASSIST-
ANT--Patience, a love of children and
an appreciation of the problems of
handicapped children aie the only re-
quirements for this job at Wing Lake
School. Duties involve assisting the in-
structional aides in the daily program
with the youngest! handicapped chil-
drén. Volunteers are needed to help
with the dressing, feeding, exercising
‘and positioning training sessions. All
work is done under a teacher’s supervi-
sion. Training is provided.

Graphologically Speaking '

Dear Mrs. Green,

As a regular reader of your column,
I'd be interested in your assessment of
my handwriting. The nature of my
writing, I have noticed, changes quite a
bit depending on the speed with which I
write. This note is dashed off.

M. 8. Livonia

Dear MS,,

, This is the handwriting of a very in-
teresting man, one who wishes to im-
press others and to be well regarded

(gestalt picture). Your concern is with
big issues, and you have neither time
nor interest in details (large writing
and no dots on i's). Talkative and frank,
you are often the epitome of charm
{open tops on many circle letters and
tapering humps on m's and n's).

Always spontaneous and often enthu-
siastic, you are ever-ready for fun and
excitement (forward slant and long t
bars). You enjoy having your own way
and usually are able .to obtain it by
your charisma (first letters of many
words larger than ensuing letters).

+ Conventional you are not, and you do
not encumber yourself with rules and
régulations. You have a strong need to
eyercise your independence (personal
pronoun I and gestalt pieture.)
+You are a rather complex man. Be-
neath your cuter facade dwells a man
who is not as self-assured as he appears
to others, Inwardly you seem to feel
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that you have not quite measured upto  can quickly vacillate from high to low
the family name, (extreme rightward slant combined

with variable size of circle letters).

Yours is a fast mind. In fact every-
thing about you is geared to a rapid
pace. I see you in'a perpetual hurry,
This sometimes results in a sort of hit
and miss operation, often creating
more work than you bargained for (nu-
merous indications of speed in the writ-
ing plus omission of humps on n's).

Basically I think you are a positive
person (writing lines slanting up). How-
ever, at the time of this writing you
were feeling a little down (some word
endings droop).

Are you a salesman? Your handwrit-
ing suggests a propensity for this voca-
tion.

If you have a question about your
handwriting, write to Lorene C. Green
in care of this newspaper. Use a fall
sheet of white paper and write in the
first person singular. Age and right or
left handedness are also belpful as they
cannot be seen in the bandwriting.

Emotionally, you give your all and
then need time to retreat to yourself
and become recharged and ready for
the next adventure. While this may
sound like a contradiction, you have
both a strong need for people and also
strong need for time for yourself (large i
writing, forward slant and y’s and g's
that are only sticks below the line).

‘You sometimes have trouble keeping
your moods on an even keel, and they

Cellulite Treatment

.
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® Facial treatment &

Unwanted Ha'ir Removed Permanently
By Connie Crane-Registered Electrologist

 European Elegance In Skin Care

Acne treatment & blackhead removal
Acne Scar removal-

firming

onty

LIMITED OFFER::Deep pore cleaning & analysis
00 through January 31.

31513 Northwestern Highivay*
Farmington Hills 851-3130

connie crane
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® Many floor samples
reduced 50%
® Speciol orders token
at sale price
* Entire store on sale
® All Sales Final,
Free local delivery
einterior design serv-
ice at no extra charge

‘ L Chair:$52.90

| :360 E. Maple, Birmingham

Atlamtic Eﬁ;aperg Shoppe
tIELIERY  DRAPERY SALE

> Labor $5.00 per panel

. Labor Special
0 on

tom Slipcovers

Speciol prices availoble
o0 Drapery, Slipcover.
ond Upholiiery e
Largest salection of fab~
ics, finges, tassels ond

- Sofa-$62.90

647-2020 647-0721

New in Box with Slight Point Blemishes. Also Big
Savings on Classroom and Floor model Viking
Top of the Line Sewing Machines. PLUS NOW'
THRU JAN. 13, 1979

FREE 2 |

Viking Unlinted with powerfllow gear difv, HURRY! COME TO
T g s v & ST ERCH U-SEW — IT'S THE
stichbelongs fo Viking 6460, SALE OF SALES

UMITED SUPPLY

H LIVONIK TROYEATE  WESTLAND MALL ALLEN PARK
7 7 Meri-Funeflua WbRochestrrRead  Lewr il 4550 Liea Road
1 WMN Fuellie G Concoarse —{at Sathdied)
5225110 1O S likie 4271360 3881220
6898765
o

Handsome Ranch Ook by A Brand:

Its bold. sturdy. quality construction
assures you o lfetime of T :
dutabiity and cosual comfort, T} i
Handcralted of solid white ook b )
with @ rich hand-hewn look
wormly finished in acom
brown. Just @ few preces of
this fine furmiture ore shown
here. See our complete
collection for bedroom. den.
dining and lving room, now -
ot special sovings. values
from Lewss.

Our professional
design service 1s ovoilable
by oppointment

Mid-Winter Sale Now
in Prograss!

Save 10-40% on almost
everything in our
residential showroom,
Sale starts Monddy. .
Janvary 8th. 1979.._ends
March 10th. 1979,
Speciol Orders
0% to 20%
Savings.

Floor Samples
10% 10 40%
Sovings

VISA (Bank
Amercard) and
Master Charge
occepted.
OPEN: Mon. Tues.
Wed, Sot, 9.00 - 5:30.
Thurs., Fri. 900 - 900
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furniture

2750 N. Woodward Ave., (Near Squore Lake R& ). Bloomfieid Hil's. 338.6181

R

’ i s

. ) Wi



