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Antique collector specializes in the unusual

Story: CORINNE ABATT
Photes: DICK KELLEY

The first place Stuart Sterling of
Bloomtield Hills went when he
received his driver's license was to an
antique show. That was eight years
ago. Now, at 24, he’s still chasing after
anuqnu at'every opportunity.

s passed

ugh furniture and .

l‘urnllu.re refinishing to smaller collect-
ables. The furniture had to go when the
family home became so crowded there
Wwas no reom for the residents.

That nvercrowdmg was the impetus

MY 34 YEARS

for the present collections. These in-
clude tobacco oriented items such as
snuff boxes and match safes which are
not only pocket size, but frequently
budget wallet size. In the larger size
category, Sterling collects Springfield

contentedly on his shoulder, he said -
. quietly, “These simple things are be-
* ginning to be worth something.”

Sterling says he has looked for col-
lectables in about 40 states and every
country of Europe. “People are used to

= George Shirley, tenor, born and raised in Detroit, will return home
3nr a Laudenslager concert on Sunday, Jar. 14.

OF DIAMOND JEWELRY
EXPERIENCE IS TO
YOUR ADVANTAGE

rifles, miner’s lanterns, plus a vast as-
sortment of the daily life items of past
eras.

Gradually this \young electronics ex-
ecutive Is turning his apartment in the
family home into a personal museum
complete with display cases.

With his pet parrot, Kelo, perched
e

Tenor George Shirley will return to
his hometown to perform in an evening
of vocal and chamber music by Schu-
bert, Loeffler, Vaughan Williams, Hin-
demith, and Michigan composer Leslie
Bassett Sunday at 8 p.m. Jan. 14 in Or-
chestra Hall.

Joining him in the concert, the sec-
ond in this season’s Laudenslager Mu-
sic Series, will be pianist Lawrence La-
Gore and three Detroit Symphony Or-

seeing me at every show,” he said. “At
the Ann Arbor shows I'm there by 6
am.”

He likes to talk with' the dealers,
watch the action, and in the process
add to his own collections.

Laudenslager Series
hosts George Shirley

Serenades” (opus 35), a little cantata on
Romantic texts in which Shirley will be
joined by Baker, Ireland and DiFiore.
As always after Laudenslager con-
certs, the audience is invited to meet
informally with the artists over re-
freshments in the Orchestra Hall loge.
Since his debut at the Metropolitan
Opera in 1961, Shirley has performed
with opera companies around the
world. Raised in Detroit, where he

chestra instr Donald
Mario DiFiore, cello.

Shirley will begin the concert with
Schubert’s song “Auf dem Strom,” ac-
companied by LaGore and DiFiore,
who will then perform Bassett's “Muslc
for Violoncello and Piano.”

‘The first half of the concert will fin-
ish with Ralph Vaughan Williams'
“Four Hymns,” sung by~ Shirley with
LaGore and Ireland.

After the intermission Baker will
collaborate with Ireland and LaGore in
Charles Loeffler's “Two Rhapsodies.”
The concert will conclude with a per-
formance of Paul Hindemith's “The

Baker, oboe; David Ireland, viola and -

from Cass Tech and Wayne
State University, he has appeared with
virtually every major orchestra under
distinguished conductors in this coun-
try and abroad. He is widely recorded,
and as a recitalist his repertory encom-
passes both the European classics and
the music of his own American heri-
tage.

General admission tickets for the
concert are available from the “En
* Concert” office in the Rackham Build-

ing, 60 Farnsworth, phone 832-7400, or

from the Orchestra Hall box office,

3711 Woodward, phone 833-3700, dur-

ing business hours and on the evening

of the concert.
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“COLLECTING IS LIKE perpetual
motion — once you start, you can’t
stop. If you look for a month and find
one good thing, it’s worth the month,”
he said.

All of this hunting has resulted in a
variety that ranges from a rather
ingenious, screened fly trap which
lures flies with bait to watches, tiny
metal purses, a cure-all machine and a
carnival coin separator.

When asked how much a person
would need to start collecting early
American trivia, Sterling said, “Five,
10, maybe 20 bucks.” he paused search-
ing for an example, “You can spent
spend $8 and get a neat bottle, stopper
and everything.”

He picked up a small, glass jelly
mold with a metal lid. “Look at this,
isn't it pretty? Two dollars. This can
for dancer’s was was $5.”

He opened a U.S. government issue
snuff box from 1860 and said simply,
“Three dollars.”

From a corner of the room he pro-
duced a long metal rod, crooked at the
end with a long wooden handle.

“Do you know what this is” he asked.
Getting no answer he said with a grin,
“A chicken catcher.”

In seconds Sterling was back with
another long pole with moveable pinch-
ers on the end. These were used by
store clerks who wanted to pull out a
particular perfume bottle from a full
case. He also has poles of various
lengths with moveable pincers used in
grocery stores to retrieve boxes and
cans from high shelves.

Boxes of all kinds intrigue this col-
lector. He has everything from elabo-

rate wood inlay boxes used to hold

valuables to the small ones for snuff
and matches. The metal ones are gen-
erally decorated, the tortoise shell ones
frequently trimmed with silver. Some
have inlaid mother of pearl. Many of
the snuff boxes are paper mache which
looks and feels like painted wood.

mSNUFF BOXES carried by coal min-
ers had to be made from non-ferrous
metals so there was no chance of a
spark to set off a mine explosion. One |
18th century match safe’is a carefully
worked chestnut. B
The earliest coal mine inspector’s
lantern burned whale oil. The presence |
of gas in'the mine could be detected by !
a change in the color of the flame. :
Sterling hag many of the items pic- .
tured in his collection of books on’ |
antiques. He is presently working on a
small collectables book of his own with
a collaborator. '
‘When he had antique furniture, Ster-
ling estimates it would have taken sev-
eral trucks to move the collection. :
“Now,” he said, “I could pack all of .
this stuff in a couple of big boxes.” N
A firm believer that collections
should be displayed to provide enjoy-
ment and stimulate the imagination,
Sterling is planning to line the walls of
his apartment with display cases.
Because of their easy mobility, in |
many instances, modest cost, and in- -
sight to history, Sterling believes small
collectables are the wave of the future.
Even before graduating from
Seaholm High School, Sterling was
working in his father's electronies
firm. Now he is a manager and one of
his duties is to train workers. He is par-
ticuldrly enthusiastic about training
and employing the handicapped.
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Just-5 Doors West to:

24488 W. 10 Mile Road
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CLEARANCE

Open Mon.-Fri. 106, Thurs. til 9, Sat. 10-5
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In addition to our special order items we are
now carrying SUPER boxed Invitations,
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Stationery, Notes and Cocktail Napkins

24901 NORTHWESTERN at EVERGREEN
355-0230° SUITE 209

IN THE ARCADE AT

AMPLE FREE PARKING

725 SO. ADAMS SQ., BIRMINGHAM, 644-6650

We will purchase your fine

’\:mld has dropped
at Goldfinger
Everything

,30% off
* One Week Onlyl o

ldan. 15 -
Jan, 20

Jewelry and Diamonds
In highest confidence, we shall be pleased 10 appraise
and buy yuur fine jewelry and diamonds for immediate
cash. Expert counsel given lo individuals, banks and
attorneys.

GREENSTONE’S

Jewiers For Over Haitx Century

528 N. Woodward A
Gaminaham, aich. 48011
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CURTIS UNIPERM® IS
NOW ON SALE FOR
ONLY %20 COMPLETE
WITH CUT, SHAMPOO
358-1980 .
Applogate Squaro AND STYLING
Northwestem at Inkster - o

For Men and Women

learn how talented aur perm expents are we
put this fantastic perm on sale. For gur faithful
customers it’s our way of saying “thanks.” At
this price our staff wll be very busy, so call
now for your appointment.

Bimingham 647-2000,ext. 301-302

26115 Novi Road — Novi

on Novi Road
Hours: Mon Fri. 9:30 to

Introducing the

RENEISSANCE CUT

Jor 1979

348-3360

KMS

Halr Care
Products
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located just north of Grand River

Sat. 9:30-5

NuclaoProteln ;

Livonia 476-6300 ext. 35-36

Farmington 553-3800 ext. 271

Sale ends Saturday, February 3.

Long hair extra.

Not recommended for bleached hair.
Beauty Salon (#190)
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Come on in to our Pennsylvania
House Winter Sale today. You’ll be

enchanted by the elegance of

Pennsylvania House cherry. By the
informal feeling of country oak. And |
the rustic look of Pennsylvania House
pine. You'll also find many a sleeping

CASH FOR
YOUR DIAMONDS

AND GOLD JEWELRY
IMMEDIATELY UPON PRESENTATION

ROBERT GALE, ixc.

IN THE ARCADE AT
725 SO. ADAMS (50. OF mPLE;

AMPLE FREE PARKING

644-66!

Cheny -
<China Cabinat,
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Wedding Iny
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ortwood Certe:
Eastiand Center Concaurse. Haroer Waods

_THE BEST OF _
PENNSYLVANIA HOUSE

NOW 20% LESS!

Bedrooms, Dining Rooms,lemg Rooms
spectacular sa

beauty of a s[eep sofa and all
Pennsylvania House upholstery on
sale, too. So for the bedroom, dining
room'and living room you’ve always '
i dreamed of, at prices you never
dreamed possible, come to our
Pennsylvania House Winter Sale.

And be sure to ask for your
FREE copy of the beautiful
all-new 224 page full-color
Pennsylvania House

Callector’s Book. §

Since 1931
- 20292 Middiebelt Rd.

7 Mite-Farmington Rd. 478-0707
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