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Another county board flexes its muscles

By TIM RICHARD

Oakland Cnunty budget battlers Wlll be keeping -
an eye on a major battle

analysls

Wayne County this week.

On one side are five Wayne County department
heads who are askmg the circuit court to block
layoffs. On the other is the 27-member board of -

which as the
body, it alone has the legal right u) determine how
tax funds are spent.

If it sounds familiar—well, it is. In Oakland ‘
County, the circuit judges have ordered the execu-
tive and legislative branches to build three new
courtrooms instead of remodeling existing facili-
ties. The heart of both cases is whether the board of
commissioners can be forced to spend more than it
wishes.

HEARING THE Wayne County case is visiting
Circuit Judge Allan C. Miller of Tawas. Miller de-
fined the key issue: “Has the board of commissipn-
ers denied them (department heads) their basic
ability to perform their duties?. . .Not just whether
or not the plaintiffs have reached their highest
level of efficiency.”

The controversy began last fall when the Wayne
board, facing state orders to balance its budget,

voted hudget cuts to eliminate a projected $15 mil-
lion deficit.

Among the multi-million cuts were slashes in

justice programs and other services re-
quired by state laws. The new budget is some $26
million less than the 1978 budget. -

Charging they “couldn’t perform their duties to
the public” if cuts were made, Prosecutor William
Cahalan, Clerk James Killeen, Register of Deeds
Forest Youngblood, Drain Commissioner Charles
Youngblgod and Treasurer Raymond Wojtowicz
filed suit to force restoration of the budgets.

GEORGE CROSS, assistant corporation counsel
representing the Wayne board, contended:

“The legal question of who has authority to de-
cide how public monies are spent must be decided
first in this case. American tradition and law place
that authority in the hands of the legislative body
whose members are accountable to the people who
‘elect them.

“In this consolidated lawsuit, the executive
branch of government is challenging that legal

Traffic deaths rise
to five-year record

Traffic deaths in Oakland County climbed to a
five-year high in 1978. More than 170 persons died
on Oakland’s roads, a 15 per cent increase over
1977,

- The Traffic Improvement Association of Oakland
County (TIA) released preliminary figures last
week listing 175 Oakland fatalities.

December was the county’s only bright san
Whereas the number of traffic deaths increased in
nearly every month, December’s total of 12 was
half the number recorded in December 1977.

~Traffic deaths were 2lso on the increase across
the state. According to preliminary figures, 2,043

ns died in traffic accidents in Michigan last
year. In 1977, 1,950 persons died.

TIA officials said that last year's totals will prob-
ably increase because of “delayed deaths from ac-
cidents that occured during the year.”

“THERE ARE many probable causes behind the
increase in last year’s fatality picture. When all the
data are analyzed, we’ll be able to be more specif-
ic, said Bruce B. Madsen, TIA’s managing direc-

tor.
He cited an improved economy in Oakland Coun-

ty, its increased population, a high incidence of
drunk driving, decreasing use of safety belts and an
“increase in the number of smaller, less crash-wor-
thy vehicles mixing with the bigger cars.”

“Studies have shown a definite correlation be-
tween an improved economic climate and an in-
crease in fatal accidents,” Madsen said.

In addition, he said, statistics show that more
than half of Oakland County’s fatalities were alco-
hol-related.

Oakdland's preliminary 1978 total of 175 fatalities
is the highest total recorded since 1973, when 186
persons lost their lives on the county's roads. It re-
corded its lowest fatality total last year, when 152
persons died.

IN AN EFFORT to stem the increasing fatality
rate, TIA and the Oakland County Road Commis-
sion are cooperating in developibg a “risk manage-
ment” program to identify and correct road haz-
ards throughout the county.

And the county has applied for a $735,000 state
grant for the Oakland County Sheriff’s Department.
The grant would fund secondary road patrols in the
county,
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Jordan Kahn, Ltd. offers a significant
price reduction on a comprehensive collection
of seasonal clothing, sportswear and outerwear
for gentlemen.

Featuring such labels as Lebow, Linett, Ltd.,
Zero King, Mighty Mac, Jaeger Sweaters
and Pringle Sweaters etc.

All apparel recognized throughout the
industry for their superior quality.

. Ochard Mall. Orchard Lake Road
North of Maple. West Bloomfield. 851-9444
Open Thursday and Friday 1l 9 P.M.
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“They (the department heads) say: ‘Don't take
care of the senior citizens, give it to us! Don't take
care of the parks, give it to us! Don't run health
programs, give it to us!™

Cross said whichever side loses plans to appeal to
the State Supreme Court. .

‘The same thing will happen in Oakland County,

Identical twins, ane from
Wales and the other from
Ascot, England were reu-
nited after 59 years apart
with the help of several
‘| Want Ads. They found al-

i them
selves identical right down
1o the same model eyeglas-
ses and frames. .

locally by ordering the eviction of Prosecutor L.
Brooks Patterson. “The outcome will affect all 83
counties,” Cross added. “If the department heads
win, it will mean that anytime a deparlment head
doesn't agree with his county board of
ers, he will file a lawsuit and let some judge deter-
mine if he has enough funding or not.

“That not only dilutes the power of a legislative

where circuit judges have in effect decided the case body; it abollshs it”

. THE KAST ALTERNATIVE

IT MEANS
FIRST-RATE HEATING
SERVICE

When you shop for a new fur-
nace, took closely at Kast. At
Kast you'll get the best equipment
and * professional, radio-dis- "W
patched service with our 42.year
reputation as the best heating guy s,

in town. The extras come stand- \
ard at Kast.
D.
YOUR HEST HEATING ALTERNATIVE IS FROM
KAST HEATIN Ty
G furnaces
580 S. TELEGRAPH at ORCHARD LAKE RD.
Call 338-9255 642-7150

IN'T GET CAUGHT COL|

Li 2-3850|

Sale

Have you always wanted .
Something Special
from David Wachler & Sons
Internationally famous
award winning jewelers?
Now is your opportunity.

Thru January 20th
David Wachler & Sons
is offering substantial savings
on their entire collection of jewelry
“as well as restyling your own pieces
to enhance the stones
that mean so much to you .

David Wachler&Sons a&

Internationally famous award winning fewelers Bl |
In the American Federal Savings Building
24700 Northwestern Hwy. (10 Mile at Evergreen) in Southfield

Phone (313) 356-7322
Yous Master Charge and VISA Card Welcome

custom-made
draperies

Save
up to

30%

on Fabries

bor Special
$550 per panel

VERTICAL BLINDS

Aluminum & Decorator shaﬂzs
|GRABER]
NU-VUE

HORIZONTAL 1” BLINDS
60 Decorator Colors

“BALI”’
Designer Blinds

[omseenv souriu covror
1
o, OFF ALL [
25% !
Wallpaper !
= Freight Additional
Any Book-Any Group in our Library

No Charges Accepted
Offer Expires Jan. 27, 1979

TKWART TOWR | [ ORCHARD A
SHOPPING CENTER| {14 MILE CENTER
37041 Grand River

ad Troy . Phone 649-2070
. till 9; Sun. Noont0 5:30 :




