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Chevy at the show

A special team works a year in advance to ready display

Chevrolet — America’s
best selling cars — will be
among those displayed at
the auto show, The divi-
sion’s exhibit will be the .
. product of nearly a year’s

8.
. Robert’ Lund, Chevrolet
" general manager and Gen-
eral Motors vice president,
said Chevrolet’s disp y will
give visitors a uni look
at current model Chevrolets
along with some special
exhibits of “idea’ cars and
cutaway displays .which

show the working partsof a ~

hew car’s engine.

Special Chevrolet features
in this year's display will
include:

* The Caprice cutaway,
giving viewers a unique look
at the inner workings of a
1979 Chevrolet.

* An illusionist who will
levitate ‘a Chevrolet LUV
truck.

“e “The Amazing Kol-
don,” an escape artist who
performs upside down in
mid-air from a boom.

s An impersonator of W.
C. Fields.

“Auto shows are a key
barometer for new model
sales in every section of the
country," Lund sald.

Lund said Chevrolet deal-
ers had completed their best
model year in history dur-
ing 1978 and were poised for
record 1979 mode! year
sales approaching four mil-
lion new cars and trucks,

Actually more work goes
into these exhibits than
most people realize. At

Chevrolet, for example, the
creative services depart-
ment puts show business
into, a working relationship
with the divisions sales
efforts.

In putting a 5how
‘together, the people at the
division's creative services
department become
involved in Chevrolet's mar-
keting plans years in
advance. Once the market-
ing strategy has been deter-
mined for a new model
year, industrial designers
and ‘'mode] makers at crea-
tive services begin their
work to build a detatled
scnle model.

Every property in the set
is built exactly to scale —
‘model cars are set at just
‘the precise angle, lights are
put into position with the
cortect intensity, carpeting
samples are laid out for
accent, and cutaway models
are positioned to spotlight

certain areas of the exhibit.

This creative services
department worker is
getting ready part of the
Chevrolet display for the
1979 Detroit Auto Show,
running from Jan. 13-21.

This 1979 Caprice Classic will be
part of Chevrolet’s exhibit at Cobo
Hall from Jan. 13-21. Exhibits like this
cutaway gives Auto Show visitors a
special look at how car bodies, engines
and components all fit together for the
final product.

The concept for the show
is then reviewed and as
many as two or three differ-
et scale models may be
built if the different
approaches appear to have
potential,

Once approval is given, a
final design with detailed
drawings of all the proper-
ties is completed and the
show schedule is set. The
engineering group then
makes up special show
drawings for the featured
exhibits such as vehicle
engines, cutaway cars, idea
cars and other showpleces.

Detailed fioor plans and

electrical layouts also are
drawn. In some cases, ceil-
ing plans have to be drawn
to work oiit lighting effects.
Even the flower and plant
arrangenients are specified.

Occasionally displays call
for some unusual props.
Past Chevrolet shows have
used burros and trained
seals. One year even
included a flock of sheep
ard a trained collie to tend
the flock.

But all that glitters is not
special exhibits. The real
stars of the show are the
new models.
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® A smalls
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sports cars.

‘plus high economy.
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