o~

Farnmungton Observer

Farmington, Michigan

Volurne 90 Number 26

Monday, January 15, 1979

Deadman eyes
ausiere year
in Farmington

Farmington residents can expect a
slight decrease in the level of city ser-
vices in 1979, reports City Manager
Bob Deadman.

The combined impact of the Headlee

* tax limitation amendment, which puts
a ceiling on government spending, and
loss of CETA funds in October will re-
sult in some department cuts.

Ten per cent of the city's 62 employ-
ees are CETA-funded. Most are em-

. ployed in the Department of Public
Works, which will result in cuts of ser-
vices like leaf pick-up, sewer repair
and park maintenance.

‘Yes’ vote
sought
for college

By TIM RICHARD

Richard Hayward, the only School-
craft College trustee with no political
background, raised the delicate ques-
tion the other seven trustees missed:

How is the community college going
to recruit more than 8,500 “yes” votes
for a property tax proposal on the
March 26 ballot?

Hayward, appointed to the board last
August, raised the question at the tail
end of the board's Jan. 11 meeting, al-
most twe hours after trustees decided
to ask voters to authorize up to one mill
for five years. .

““There are 8,500 ‘no’ votes, automat-
ie,” said the structural steel company
executive. “We need to get 8,501 or
8,502 — or 8,505 in case of a recount.”

Traditionally the voters in the five
K-12 districts in the college district
have cast at least 8,500 votes against
trustee requests like this one.

“A COMMITTEE will be set up very
quickly,” said Board Chairman Paul
Kadish. “It would be good if every
member of the board were on the
committee.”

Vice-chairman Harry Greenleaf sug-
gested plans be outlined not in a large
committee but by only two or three
persons, then approved by a commit-

tee.
Other trustees pointed out they had
only a couple of months to work.
Other than that, there was no discus-
sion of how the board plans to spend
the money and what it must do to con-
vince the public to vote it.

ONE MILL is $1 per $1,000 of state
equalized valuation. On a house with a
market value of $50,000, assessed for
taxes at half that amount, one mill will
cost $25 a year.

District-wide, one mill will raise
about $2 million the first year and a
total of $12 million over five years,
considering growth of the tax base.

The board has yet to spell ont
precisely where the money will go, but
top priority is to raise $400,000 more
locally for the Culinary Arts addition to
the Waterman Campus Center. That is
a $1.5 million project, when state aid
and the current bank balance are add-
od. .

A second priority will be a new li-
brary and remodeling of the current
Bradoer Library into offices and class-
room space. The current library is con-
sidered to be about half the size School-
craft should have, accrediting agencies

say.

Other previously discussed priorities
are major maintenance and a new road
to the west side of the campus from Six

Mile.
The ballot proposal specifies only
capital expenditure, site improvement
- and maintenance.

. .
BOARD MEMBERS revealed they
had declined to take advantage of a
“one-day law” which would have al-
Towed them to float a bond issue by res-
olution and without voter approval.

The so-called Headlee Amendment,
approved by voters Nov. 7 and taking
effect Dec. 22, prohibits general obliga-
tion bond issues without voter approv-
al:

So the Michigan Legislature passed,
and Gov. Milliken signed on Dec. 20, a
bill allowing charter authorities to
start the bond issue process by a simple
resolution on Dec. 21. Charter authori-
ties include rearly all cities and villag-
es, a few townships and a college such
as Schoolcraft organized by charter.
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Deadman said the city will follow an
austere budget for 1979.

“There will be no new programming,
as well as cuts in some of the existing
programs and cuts in personnel,”he
said. “Our budgei has been status quo
the past four or five years. City council

believes residents want a high level of .

city services.”

FARMINGTON's BUDGET IS $2
million. Residents are taxed 11.5 mills,
which is the third lowest millage for a
city in Oakland County. .

On a brighter note, Deadman said
1979 will be a year of progress for
Farmington.

“Federal's Department Store down-
town will be converted into a multi-
tenant store. Hopefully, it will be occu-
pied by the end of the year,"he said.

“There is also some potential for a
new office building at Grand River and
Drake. We may have one of two small
subdivisions recorded-about 25 or 30
lots.”

Although not much residential

-growth is expected, Deadman said

many residents are modernizing their
homes. He pointed to the historical dis-
trict near Grand River and Farmington
Road as a shining example.

“I'M HOPING THOSE predicting a
severe downturn in the economy are
dead wrong for two reasons. I hate to
see people without jobs. And Michigan
is usually affected more adversely by
the national economy than other states.

“When the economy is on the down-
turn, there is a greater demand on gov-
ernment services. And of course there
is less money with which to provide
those services.

“I hope we can maintain a no growth
but stable condition with no downturn
in the economy,"he said.
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Overseeing the police dispatch operation is Farmington Hills Pnlicé
Inspector Thomas Godwin (standing). Dnane Cowger and Linda Zie-
gler operate the board.(Staff photo by Harry Mauthe)

Dispatch

Cops nervous system

By MARY GNIEWEK

The central nervous system of the
Farmington Hills police department
is nestled inside a small, narrow
room with blue flourescent lights
and map-covered walls.

The dispatch room, a 24-hpur

operation, is the vital communica-
tions link between people in distress
and the police, fire and emergency
rescue squads. The communications
system also aids the local police in
nabbing suspected criminals or
checking out a driver’s record in a
snap.
Like the human brain, the
dispatch operation is a coordinating
mechanism that responds to outside
stimuli. A dispatcher is the first per-
son to take your call for help and
dispense aid through the appropri-
ate channel. .

whom are paid with federal Com-
prehensive Employment Training
Act (CETA) money. At least two op-
erators are always on duty, one in
touch with patrol cars, the other =
monitoring fire and medical emer-
gency calls.

Godwin said the entire operation
depends on the continuation of
CETA aid. The city could not afford_
to staff the division with police offi-
cers, he said.

The department handles between
1200 and 1500 police and 60 fire
calls a month. Calls peak with emer-
gencies, such as storras. The opera-
tors dispatch tow trucks, ambu-
lances and utility trucks to repair
fallen wires.

"THE BUSIEST TIME of day is
between 7 p.m. and 3 a.m.,” Godwin
said. “The calls usually peak at mid-
nightor1am.

VIA RADIO ( ATION,
patrol cars are dispatched to acci-
dent scenes and the numerous other
types of situations that call for po-
lice intervention, such as robberies,
family trouble or something as sim-
ple as being locked out of your car.

“In an emergency, the operators
have to calm a person down, Like if
a wife calls because her husband has
just suffered a heart attack, it's vi-
tal to get the proper information
and act quickly,” said Inspector
‘Thomas Godwin.

The Hills dispatch operation uses
two computers. The state-operated
LEIN computer can instantantly list
the traffic offenses and arrest war-
rants of any licensed driver on a
television screen. The Court Law
Enforcement Information System
(CLEMIS) provides regional infor-
mation. Farmington Hills is one of
34 Oakland County police depart-
ments who use CLEMIS.

FARMINGTON HILLS EM-
PLOYS nine dispatchers, five of

must know how
many patrol cars are on duty, who is
in and who is out of service. Every-
thing is logged, we don't rely on
memory. During the day, there are
four to six cars out. In the after-
noon, we have 12 to 15 cars on the
road.”

Each time a patrol car is sent on
a run, the dispatcher records the
time of the call, the time the vehicle
is dispatched as well as arrival and
completion times.

On fire calls, the operator alerts
and dispenses fire trucks depending
on location and type of fire. If a fire
occurs near the city limits, other de-
partments may be notified. Full-

, time firemen also operate the medi-

cal units, which are dispatched di-
rectly from police headquarters
4during daytime emergencies.

“It’s a demanding
position,”Godwin said. “They take a
It of undo criticism from people.
For their responsibility, they do an
outstanding job.” .

Traffic fatality spurs
enforcement crusade

By MARY GNIEWEK

One person was killed and four oth-
ers injured in a two-car, head-on colli-
sion Thursday night on Middlebelt
north of Eleven Mile in Farmington
Hills.

Nikolaus Melas, 24, of Southfield,
was pronounced dead on arrival at
Botsford Hospital following the 10 p.m.
accident. The driver of the car, Leo

28, also of i
was listed in serious condition in the
intensive care unit at Botsford Friday.

ALSO AT BOTSFORD Friday were
two of the three persons in the second
car involved. Leka Camaj, 21, of Farm-
ington Hills, was listed in satisfactory
condition. She suffered a fractured jaw
and ion. Saad Nalu of

was listed in stable condition with faci-
al lacerations.

the police and city officials about the
45 mile per hour speed limit,“said

Tony Camaj, 18, of was
treated at Botsford and released Thurs-
day night.

It was the first traffic fatality of the
year recorded in Farmington Hills.
Last year, there was three road fatali-
ties,

ACCORDING TO POLICE sgt. Rich-
ard Krueger, the accident is under
investigation. No charges have been
filed yet against either driver.

One resident who lives near the
scene of Thursday's accident com-
plained that local police have ignored
his. warnings regarding motorists
speeding through the neighborhood.
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to

C’ville will request
dual tax collection

The Clarenceville school board, fol-
lowing a public hearing Thursday, will
petition the City of Farmington Hills
for the approval of a dual tax collec-
tion for the district.

About 30 persons attended the public
hearing held in Edgewood Elementary
School, Farmington Hills. No one
voiced objections to the dual tax collec-
tion in which Farmington Hills would
collect taxes in July and in January
rather than once a year in the winter as
is now the case.

Main concerns of residents appeared
to be whether this system would mean
more taxes, Trustee Norman L. Hunt
said the twice yearly collection would
oot cost any more, “unless of course
other taxes goup.” .

“Residents will pay 40 per cent of
the current bill in July and the rea-
;i?a;nlng 60 per cent in January,” Hunt

To a question of the advantages of
the proposal, Samuel Prisk, board pres-
ident, said the the district would bave
saved $16,000 in interest payments on
loans if the dual tax collection had been
in effect this.year. -

Supt. David McDowell sald that us-
ing this years figures, the District
would have receivéd about 40 per cent,

t

or $318,000, of the $797,000 Farming-
ton Hills' tax money in July.

“If we had received the $318,000 in
July, it would have reduced the amount
the district needed to borrow on antici-
pation of state aid from $950,000 to
$632,000.

“The district would have benefited
by not having to pay 5.04 per cent in-
terest on the '$318,000 which would be,
as Prisk said, about $16,000.”

Bill Prisk, business manager for
Farmington, was in attendance and
told the gathering Farmington had
been using the dual tax collection for
some time with no problems.

“Since we have had this system, we
haven't had to borrow. Prior to this we
were paying an ever increasing inter-
est payment. That cost would have
visen to about $300,000 by now.”

If the Farmington Hills City Council
approves the Clarenceville request, it
would take effect July 1.

Property owners in Farmington
Hills, except those in the Clarenceville
School District, now pay their schoal
taxes twice a year. Taxpayers in Livo-
nia and Redford would not be effected

by the plan since state law does not -

permit a dual collection there,

-

Floyd Kupkowski, of 26269

“There are two schools near here,
but the city won't change it (the speed
limit). Are they waiting for a child to
get killed?”

Kupkowski said he and his neighbors
have been victimized by careless driv-
ers in the past. Tire tracks are still visi-
ble in the snow across his front lawn
from an accident early Wednesday
morning.

“A 1979 Dodge pickup truck plowed
across my front lawn, hit my truck
parked in the driveway and my son’s
Camaro, then knocked down our mail-
box and drove away,"he said.

KUPKOWSKI ESTIMATES THE hit-
and-run driver caused $1,000 in dam-
ages to the two vehicles.

“The police want to wait until Mon-
day to do anything. Even though my
son saw the accident through a window
and can identify the vehicle and
driver,"he said.

Kupkowski has lived at the Middle-
belt address nearly five years and said
he has replaced four mailboxes and re-
paired cars hit while parked in his
driveway twice.

“T've had two rear-end collisions in
front of my home. There has been a to-
tal of four auto accidents involving
members of my family. Not one charge
has ever been pressed against the
offenders. I've raised a lot of hell, but I
never get results. I'm so disgusted I'm
ready to move.”

Kupkowski pointed out that the
speed limit pasted in front of East Jun-
ior High and Middlebelt Elementary
schools, both on Middlebelt between
Ten and Eleven Mile, is 45 m.p.h.

"IT'S NOT SAFE. You can hardly
get in or out of the driveways of these
schools. I was almost hit by a school
bus going 50 m.p.h. through here the
other day. We need more police to pa-
trol the area. And we need to change
the speed limit.” _

Sgt. Krueger said that enforcement
of the speed limit is patrolled via po-
lice radar.

“Of course, we can’t prevent all mo-
torists’ from driving faster than the
posted speed Jimit,"Krueger sald. “This
stretch of road is no different from any
other in the city.” ,

#

Farmington Hills resident Floyd Kupkowski examines his damaged .
truck after a vehicle careened off the road and hit it. (Staff photo) .
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Puns are fun

That's the word from colum-
nist Louise Okrutsky who tells us
some of her favorites on this
week’s column page. To see what
she has to say turn to pagedB. -




