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Rocky road to success

Local producers hope for a hit

By CRAIG PIECHURA

Two local boys are trying to make
good riding the coattails of an east side
rock 0’ roll band called the Romantics.

Joel Zuckerman and Arnie Tencer,
both 23 and from Southfield, are work-
ing day and night to get the message of
the music out to “housewives and hard-
core rock fanatics who live in New
York City.”

For the past 21% years they have
managed the band and run Spider
Records, a local label on which they
have produced two singles by the
Romantics and one by the Reruns.

The records have received rave re-
views from such music magazines as
Creem, Record World, and the fan-zine,
Bomp, (as in “Who Put the Bomp. . ."}

The records are being labeled “New
Wave” or “Punk Rock” by some, but
Tencer says the press tries too hard to
put the group in a pigeonhole.

“We're looking to appeal to a broad
cross-section,” Zuckerman explains.
“From the hardest rock fanatic in New
York City to the 13-year-old girl who
fikes love ballads.”

And housewives?

“Especially housewives,” says Zuck-
erman, drooling over the mainstream
sales Alice Cooper, kook-turned-
crooner has been ringing up lately with
love songs like “Only Women Bleed.”

THE RECORD LABEL, Spider, is
just a vehicle to get exposure for Spi-
der Management, Tencer explains.
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They're using the record to sell the
Romantics, not vice-versa.

“It beats a demo (demonstration)
tape,” Tencer said. “This way you send
record companies the record and it's
got the picture of the band on it and all_
they've got to do is plop it on the turnt-
able to hear how the band sounds. It
looks more professional. A record is
one step further in getting a band

ure.”
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penses of putting out three 45 rpm sin-
gles but then they didn't expect to. The
first Spider single, “Little White Lies,”
was played on the BEC in England and
a Belgian listener sent currency
through the mail to get a copy.

“What are we going to do with Bel-
gian money?” said Tencer. “We had to
take it to the bank to figure out how
much it was worth. But before we did
we sent them the record. We figured,
here’s a real Romantics fan.”

The record is distributed nationally
through Jem Imports and is sold at
Peaches Records, a national chain. The
first single caught the attention of Greg
Shaw, producer of the Flamin' Groo-
vies, who put the Romantics' second
single, “Tell it to Carrie,” on his pation-
al Bomp label. Shaw also owns “Bomp”
magazine which may explain the rave
review.

Not bad for.a couple of Southfield-
Lathrup graduates who still live at
home with their parents.

“We'd appreciate it if you left that
out of the article,” Zuckerman said.

THE ROMANTICS HAVE been tour-
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The Junior Achievement of
Southeastern Michigan will present 40-
50 companies on Jan. 13-14 at a sale in
the Livonia Mall, Seven Mile and
Middlebelt. There will two trophies
presented.

One is for best display and the other
will go for a runner up in best display.
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ing the states and appeared in Toronto
where a reporter for the Star wrote a
banner story in the entertainment sec-
tion-headlined, “Rock heavies get KO'd
by the upstart Romantics.”

Co-manager Zuckerman is quoted
throughout the article and judging
from the press clippings they produce,
the boys are doing the job getting the
word out. :

The “toughest nut to crack” has been
to get local radio stations to play the .
Romantics records. Last week that ob-
stacle was hurdled, Zuckerman- said,
when WABX program director Ted
Ferguson added “Tell it to Carrie” to
the playlist. WABX is the number-one
rated rock station in Detroit. “They're
not playing it to be nice to the local
guys,” Zuckerman said. “They won't go
with a record on that kind of basis. The
days when a disc jockey played what-
ever he felt like playing are over. The
playlist in Detroit is tight. That's why
this was such a big breakthrough for
the group.”

‘The new song is a ballad backed by a
rocker and the group has been de-
scribed as a “domestic Dave Clark
Five,” an English group which rose to
fame in the mid-'60s.

Zuckerman and Tencer are sure
they’ll prove tiir parents wrong for
predicting doom when they quit their
job managing a Big Boy restaurant.

By ignoring parental advice to grow
up and forget about al that rock n’ roll
nonsense, they figure they are on the
verge of seeing the group signed to a
major record label.

From then on, it will mean managing
more groups and enjoying “the com-
fortable lifc,” according to the 23-year-
oldentrepreneurs.
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