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Young collector specializes in small treasures

Story: CORINNE ABATT
Photos: DICK KELLEY

The first place Stuart. Sterling of
Bloomfield Hills went when he
received his driver's-license was to an
antique show. That was eight years
ago. Now, at 24, he's still chasing after
antiques at every apportunity..

He has passed through furniture and
furniture refinishing to smaller collec-
tibles. The furniture had to go when the
family home became so crowded there
was no room for the residents.

That overcrowding was the impetus
for the present collections. These in-
clude tobacco-oriented items such as
snuff boxes, match safes whictrnot only
are pocket sized, but freqnenlly budget
wallet size. In the larger size category,
Sterlmg collects Springfield rifles,
miner’s lanterns, plus an assortment of
the daily life tems of past eras.

Gradually this young electronics ex-.
ecutive is turning his apartment in the
family home into a personal museum
complete with display cases.

With his pet parrot, Kelo, perched
contentedly on his shoulder, he said
quietly, “These simple things are be-
ginning to be worth something.”

Exylammg that he has hunted for
collectibles in every country of Europe
and about 40 of the 50 states, he said,
“People are used to seeing me at every
show. At the Ann Arbor shows I'm
there by 6 a.m.”

He likes to talk wnth the dealers,
watch the action, and in the process
add to his own collections.

“COLLECTING IS LIKE perpetual
motion—once you start, you can't stop.
If you look for a month and find one
good thing, .it’s worth the month,” he
said.

Small pnrse is tortoise shell mlald w(!h mother of pearl and trimmed

with silver.
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DIMENSION LUMBER

Home fix-up projects are
easier with the right ma-
terial. We carry o com-
plete supply of pre-cut’
lumber for every use ot
everyday low low pricas,

SPECIAL - SPECIAL
2x4-7

99¢....

STUD GRADE
- Reg. $1.20

Elsie Young, tailor, had a
client who wanted a pick
pocket proof packet. [n.
trigued, she placed a Want
Ad offering a fee for the
best design. She recsived an
answer from a retired pick-
pocket, who refused the fee
and supplied her with a de-
sign that's in the hands of a
patent attorney.
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to keep you
busy on week-ends

PLYWOOD
Overwhelming favorite of the
weekend carpenter. Buy now
and save. Reg. 7.95

1 "'x4x8 *6°

Roll Type
INSULATION

Save on heating bills and
keeps your house cooler
in the summer.
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PANELING CLINIC -

CASH - CARRY - Sale Good thru 1-24-79 while mpp” lasts. i “
REGISTER NOW!
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March 1st, 6:30 P.M.
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All of this hunting has resulted in a
variety that ranges from a rather
ingenious, screened fly trap which
lures flies with bait to watches, tiny
metal purses, a cure-all machine and a
carnival coin separator.

When asked how much a person

“would need to start collecting early

American trivia, Sterling said, “Five,
10, maybe 20 bucks.” He paused. * You
can spend $8 and get a neat bottle,
stopper and everything.”

He picked up a small, glass jelly
mold with a metal lid. “Look at this,
isn't it pretty? Two dollars. This can,
$5.”

He opened a US. government issue

snuff box from 1860 and said simply,
“Three dollars.” .

From a corner of the room he pro-
duced 2 long metal rod, crooked at the
end with a long wooden handle.

“Do you know what this is?” he
asked. Getting nd answer he said with a
grin, “A chicken catcher.”

In seconds he was back with another
long pole with moveable pincers on the
end, These were used by store clerks
who wanted to pull out a particular
perfume bottle from a full case. He
also has poles of various lengths with
moveable pincers used in grocery
stores to retrieve boxes and cans from

Boxes, all kinds, mlngue this collec-
tor. He has everything from elaborate
wood inlay boxes used to hold valu-
ables to the small ones for snuff and
matches. The metal ones are generally
decorated, the tortoise shell ones fre-
quently trimmed with silver. ‘Some
have inlaid mother of pearl. Many of
the snuff boxes are paper mache which
tooks and feels like painted wood.

SNUFF BOXES CARRIED by coal
miners had to be on nonferrous metals
so there was no chance of a spark to set
off a mine explosion. One 18th century
match safe is 2 carefully worked chesi-
nut,

The. earliest coal mine inspector’s
lantern burned whale oil. The presence
of gas in the mine could be detected by
achange in the color of the flame.

Sterling has many of the items pic-
tured in his collection of books on
antigues. He is presently working on
one with a collaborator on small collec-
tibles.

‘When he had antique furniture, Ster-
ling estimates it would have taken sev-
eral trucks to move the collection.

“Now,” he said, “I could pack all of
this stuff in a couple of big boxes.”

Even before graduating from
Seaholm High School, Sterling was
working in his father’s electronics
firm.
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26 Week term,

* RED & WHITE QAK HICKOHY
® ASH e WILD CHERRY

SAVE DELIVERY CHARGE o SAVE $$$
APPLE CREST FARMS

8 Mile & Haggerty Roads
(Just West of 1-275)

464-4121 o5t

NOTIFIED.

Northville Vacuum
& Appliance

14 HOURS ONLY!
Januvary 19th
10 A.M. to 12 Midnight
EVERYTHING IN STOCK
GOES ON SALE THAT DAY

—

8%

l/ 2%

This SPECIAL SALE will start at
10 a.m. - Friday, January 19th
and will at end at Midnight
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MONEY MARKET CERTIFICATE

Seasoned $10,000 MINIMUM DEPOSIT, 9.78% ANNUAL RATE
Fireplace AUTOMATICALLY
o RENEWABLE AT THE

THEN EFFECTIVE RATE,
UNLESS OTHERWISE

EFFECTIVE THURSDAY, JANUARY 18, THROUGH WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 24, 1979
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We will continue to offer these certificate savings also: ﬁ
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This will be our Biggest Sale of the Year
Follow the light.in the sky

COME EARLY—First 50 People
Will Receive a FREE GIFT!
NORTHVILLE PLAZA MALL
42361 W. Seven Mile Rd.

349-4266

FIRST FARMINGT()N
SAVINGS & LOAN

22725 ORCHARD LAKE RD.
Phone 474-7250

Open Daily 9:3010 5, Friday 9:3010 7
Salurday 9.30 to 12

Savings Insured up to $40,000 by the Federdl Savings & Loan Insurance Corporation

Oppoute Farmngtan Plaze
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UNCERTAIN ?

I's  McCabe's * wide
experience that enables
our staff members to
provide the knowledge-
able counsel that has
guided families through
the maze of questions
and difficult decisions
for over eight decades.
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e s We!

e
T T,

T
uit

funeral home

since 1893 .

31950 12 MILE RD., FARMINGTON, MICH.
"Phone: 553 0120

DETROIT lOCATION
18570 GRAND RIVER AVE Phone. 836-3752

L. DAVID MCCABE. Director -
EDWARD P. DEWAR, General Manager

NOW ONLY $99.95

AFTERTHE FIRE EUES our,
THESEMAKESURE
THE HEAT DOESN'T.

They're Bennett-lreland’s beautiful,
patented Protecto-Pane® glass fireplace
enclosures.

Open your choice, and fully enjoy the
fire's warmth, crackie, and aroma.

Shut it, and enjoy peace of mind with
the fire safely contained. And heat can't
escape up the chimney, so you save on
heat bilis.

—Energy-saving and safer.

—Easy to attach in minutes.

See our full line of quality fireplace

fumnishings and accessoriés by Bennett-
frefand.

OPEN DAILY 9 a.m. - § p.m. SATURDAY 9 a.m. -
Sunday 10 a.m. . 3 p.m,




