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This babysitter’s kids are too busy to sit

By JEANNE WHITTAKER

Anyone who has ever parented
knows moments when it is easier to
spell “supercalnfragxhsneexplahdoclo
us” than locate a dependable baby sit-
ter. Somehow, just when you hear of
the perfect sitter, she always seems
to have too many clients, is retired, or
is as mythical as Mary Poppins.

Jeanne Wassell, of Birmingham, is
trying to do something about the
problem. A single parent herself, she
knows the problems that parents face
when trying to juggle a personal life
with children. .

Mrs. Wassell (pronounced Waa-sell)
doesn’t compare herself to Mary Pop-
pins, but her ideas on the care and
feeding of her young charges sound
like the Poppins ethie.

“It’s very bad for a child to just sit
in front of a television and even
worse for him to see you plop down in
front of the TV.”

Instead, Wassell believes children
enjoy walking, reading stories, shar-
ing a bit of French poetry, and talking
or acting out the ballet she loves so
much.

“Too often, the first thing a parent
says to me is: ‘Here's the TV and help
yourself to anytlung you want from
the ice box.’ I don't like to watch TV
and I'm already too fat, so I don’t
need either of those things. I don’t
think that children do either.”

Wassell prefers caring for smaller
children. “[ think that teenagers need
another kind of person,” she said.

“] find that caring for smaller chil-
dren fulfills my grandma feelings,”
she noted with a grin. "It also an-
swers the empty nest syndrome.”

Her own son, Doug Wassell, is a
successful dancer who lives in New
York where he is associated with the
David Howard School of Ballet. His
wife, Starr Danias, of the Joffrey Bal-
let, appeared in “The Turning Point,”
she explains with pride.

Unfortunately, she said, the young
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couple is so involved with careers,
that her grandmother instincts may
kave to wait a long time before being
satisfied.

“I was very happy to be a mother,”
she said. “Now, when I hold a baby I
remember how happy I was. It's a
wonderful feeling. I have one baby
girl who smiles the minute I walk into
the house.”

BABY SITTING is the Jatest of sev-
eral professions Wassell has under-
taken to aid her finances. In the past
she was a professional newspaper
woman. Later, she was a free lance
journalist, and a teacher’s aid. She
has worked in enough offices to know
that clerical work isn't her cup of tea.

“When I decided that I needed ex-
tra money,” she said, “I went to the
Community House to see what peaple
were asking for. They had a lot of
things going on; and baby slwng
seemed like it would be

though I am delighted to do a little
something to help when I see that it
needs doing.

“1 figure that the family who hires
me is paying me and often feeding
me, so it's just a little gesture of ap-
preciation if I put the dishes in the
dish washer or tidy up a little.”

Wassell's standard fee is $2 per
hour. When the family asks her do her-
to do extra chores—for one working
mother she warms a pr&prepamd
dinner for the entire famil,

town.”

Beside caring for the children,
Wassell also provides the parent with
a detailed summary at the end of an
afternoon or evening.

“I write the mother a list of what
went on while I was there. I learned
how to do that when I taught in nur-
sery school, At the end of each week
we wrote little progress reports to
send home with the children so their
parents could see what had happened
to their chi during school.”

charges $4.

“Why not? A good cook or chaut—
feur gets up to $5 per hour and I am
often asked to do the same things."

Her job, said Wassell, is as much
for self satisfaction as it is to help her
budget. The women she is seeking to
augment her service must feel the
same way.

“They're not going to make a Iot of
money. But, Lhey are going to be

In

I've discovered a lot of women who
really help.”

PERSONAL EXPERIENCE, she
said, taught her that a wife should be
free to go with her husband.

“When Doug was little one of us
had to stay home," shé explained. She
realizes now that this was a mistake,
both for the child and her marriage.

“Now I tell my clients ‘Go with
him. Have some fun.' 'm delighted to
be there so that they can go.”

In the year since she began accept-
ing clients—she believes that she is
still the only mature sitter listed with
the Community House—she has de-
veloped so many clients that she is
looking for other mature women to
fill requests she is unable to accept.

“I want to attract women who will
make life pleasant for the mother and
the child,” she explained. “And I don’t
want anyone to think that we are
trying to replace a domestic employ-
ee, I don'tintend fo do housework, al-
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doing for
some cases I find that they are de-
lighted to get out of the house and do
something different. A couple of
times, when I've asked friends to help
out, they got such a kick out of it that
they have asked me to call them
again.”

Wassell has a set of goals, which
she believes are important to the suc-
cess of her baby sitting venture.

She also insists that the children
address her by her proper name.

“I'm not their playmate and I don’t
want to be. I've got a great deal of
responsibility and I want the children
to know it,” she said firmly.

Wassell still finds time however, to
shower her charges with enough im-
aginative activity to keep them busy,
amused, and cooperative. Though
they know her as Mrs. Wassell, the
children also know her as the friend
who will join them finger painting on
the kitchen table.

“I particularly like the walks,” she
said. “One house I sat for had big
stones in the yard; so, I told the little
boy to climb the mountains. He loved
it. We made up a story about lns

1 think that imagi

“I try to avoid the
family; and I avoid the Iarmly that
expects you to do a whole bunch of
other things beside care for the chil-
dren. I don't mind helping a little, but
Tcan't clean a whole house.”

Another turn off, she said, is a rude
child. “I can’t stand kids that talk
back to their parents.”

Also inflexible is her determination
to never accept an appointment be-
fore noon.

“I like to have my coffee, meditate
a little, and do my writing in the
morning. I'm actually th one of the
best unpublished authors around

a wonderful thing and you don’t de—
velop that sitting in front of the tele-
vision set.”

ANOTHER pet peeve is the child
with too many toys. There are chil-
dren, she said, who have so many toys
that they couldn’t possibly play with
them all.

“I frequently suggest to a parent
that she put away all but a few then
exchange them later once the child
has had an opportunity to enjoy the
ones he has.”
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Wassell said that one of the great-
est benefits the mature sitter can en-
joy is the friendship of the families
with whom she sits.

“T wish other women would follow
my lead,” she said. “There are so

many mothers out there who need our
help.”

For further information about
Jeanne Wassell's project, call 649-
6713. The Birmingham Community
House also has information regarding
baby sitting and other services.
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Having trouble paying your electric bill?

Help us help you.
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CURRENT week's rate. The rate established at the
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maturity at the then CURRENT
notified. Federal régulations require nsnblkanllal in.
terest penalty for early withdrawal from certificate

located to serve you. ST/

All of us, of course, must pay for
the goods and services we use.
From time to time, many of us may
have difficulties making those
payments—due to illness, loss of
employment, an accident ora
disability.

1f this happens to you, let Detroit
Edison know. Detroit Edison has
grograms to help you if you're

aving problems with electric bills
and to help you avoid overdue
bills in the future. The programs
are designed to assure uninter-
rupted electric service.

You can help Detroit Edison help
you by getting in touch as soon as
gosslbl:—by mail, by telephone or

Y stopping in at any Detroit
Edison Customer Office.

Here are Detroit Edison Pro-
grams to help when your bill is
overdue:

Bill Payment Counseling
Company Customer Represen-
tatives will offer advice and

RD

FEDERAL SAVINGS

and suggest ways to
obtain aid in paying Edison bills
ugh public assistance programs
such as social service or welfare
agencies, if needed. So call or sto]
inatany Cusmmerofﬁce and mﬁ(

 things over.

'

If an extra-large overdue bill
seems impossible to pay, don't
despait. Payment plans can
tailored to fit your situation and
clear things up.

¥¥E¥

These Detroit Edison Programs
can help you avoid problems
arising from overdue bills:
Double Notice Protection Plan

When you sign up for this plan,
if your overdue bill could result in
a service shutoff then a friend,
relative or community agency is
notified so they can remind you
that your bill must be paid, or pay
it for you. This plan is especially
helpful for the elderly, the sick, the
shut-in or persons who spen
extended periods of time away
from home.

1f you are 65 years or older and

" the head of a household, this new

rate can help lower your electric
billsif you use less than 548 kilo-
watthours a month—848 kiloware-
hours or less if you have controlled
electric water heating combined on
your regular meter. If you want
more information, call or stop in
atany Customer Office so thata
Customer Representative can
review this new program with you.

‘Wise Use of Electricity

Detroit Edison has booklets on
how to use your electric lights and
appliances wisely and other ways
to save energy around the home.

Stop in at any Customer Office
and pick-up what you need to get
the most out of your energy dollar.

Detroit Edison does every-
thing possible to get in touch
with you to see if you need
help when your electric bill is
overdue. But you can help by
getting in touch with Detroit
Edison.

Detroit Edison wants to do
everything in its power to keep the
power in your hands.

So please help us help you.

Detroit _
dison




