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Modern art as architecture
assailed by critic von Eckardt

By CRAIG PIECHURA

A foe of the “mirror box” school of
skyscraper architecture recently visit-
ed the home of glass box buildings in

troit i

view for some of Southfield's biggest
buildings.

“In an area like Detroit where you
have so much land why do the archi-
tects and the entrepreneurs and big

i build these towers of

‘Wolf Von Eckardt, architecture crit-
ic for the Washington Post for 12 years,
told aspiring architects at Lawrence
Institute of Technology (LIT) last week
that buildings should be designed to be
lived in, not looked at.

Von Eckardt, 61, created a stir local-
ly when he blasted the Renaissance
Center and its “gleaming glass tubes,”
calling it architect “John Portman’s
never-never megastructure.”

Author of a new book called “Back to
the Drawing Board,” Von Eckardt also
had sharp criticism during an inter-

pride?” Von Eckardt asked rhetorical-
Iy. “I think they build them just to be
seen, just an advertisement that glares
in your eye.”

Pointing across the street from LIT

to the Prudential Town Center, Von
Eckardt minced no words in his cri-
tique:
“A building of that size, I think, is
just so totally unrelated to a human
being. It is ont of the human scale. It is
just a gidnt, abstract poster, in this
case for Prudential.

“I don’t think that the inhumanity,

the harsh anonymity of glass is im-
proved by making it gold,” Von Eck-
ardt said. “That's a gilded cage.

“Totalitarian architecture is a tri-
umph of technological strictness over
human feeling for what's beautiful and
amenable. By building a structure like
that, I think Prudential is telling you
the individual who works here doesn’t
count at all.”

VON ECKARDT, WHO'S not an
architect, insists that architecture is
too important to be left in the hands of
just the building designers. Hearing his
harsh eriticism of the Renaissance
Center, many LIT students and faculty
members were surprised to find the
critic far from “bitchy,” but closer toa
humanist.

He doesn't apologize for his early
statements about Detroit, but makes a
point of mentioning the city’s strong

ints.

He lauded the architects at Wayne
State University and LIT for focusing
on finding solutions to urban dwelling
problems.

He had high praise for the “immacu-

late upkeep” of Detroit's revered
Fisher Building, designed by architect
Albert Kahn in the 1930s.

Detroit, Von Eckardt said, has
stopped “whining” about losing its in-
dustry to the suburbs and started to de-
velop its medical, educational, mana-
gerial, and cultural centers.

“It isn't a critic’s job to be loved,” he
said. “Movie stars need to be loved, not
critics. My job is to stimulate people to
think about architecture, to stimulate
discussion. I don't think a half-billion
dollar project like the RenCen should

‘be taken for granted just because Mr.

(Henry) Ford has given it to us.”
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Center or the Prudential Town Center
is built more for “creating attention
than architecture,” Von Eckardt states
in his book.

A local example of architecture that *

doesn’t serve its purpose, in Von
Eckardt's opinion, is the Bnai David
Synagogue, 24350 Southfield Road.

‘The modern structure is a scalloped

(Continued on page 8A)
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WOMEN’S BOOTS
Save BIG on ALL winter dress

and casual boots. Name brands
at half the price."

Great Values on Mens
and Childrens
Boats too!

“Flight” towel ensemble embellished with
butterflies caught on graceful wing and the
plush softness of sheared terry. At savings now
in enriched shadings of bark, camel, copper or
blue cotton/polyester. 25"x42" bath towel, $7;
15"x26" hand towel, $5; 12"x12" washcloth, 2.25.

Wolf Von Eckardt, architecture critic for the Washington Post,
wasn’t always a journalist. He came to the United States from Berlin
in 1936 as a political refugee and worked as a research analyst for the

- U.S. prosecution in the Nuremberg war crimes trials. (Photo by Allen
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‘Merey offers
‘help on taxes

. When was the last time
you walked away from
an income tax form with-
out kicking the dog or
theing rude to your wife.
: Its no simple task,
sthat’s for sure.
+ Well, help is on the
N I-gree tax help is now
savailable at several cen-
“ters in the metropolis
area, thanks to Celia
Zalewski, Redford Town-
ship head tibrarian. Mrs.
Zalewski was responsible
for setting up the pro-
gram to help senior citi-
zens. The assistance is
“designed to prepare both
‘Michigan State and Fed-
weral Income tax forms.
, ‘The basic information
imeeded is: The “W" and
11099 statements for
;income, pension, interest
'and dividends; total so-
icial security received in
11978; 1978 real estate tax
!receipts; total rent paid
‘in 1978 and n ame and
:address of the landlord;
tand a copy of 1877 in-
1come tax returns.

"All tax-aide counsel-
<lors have received inten-
isice training from the
1 State of Michigan and in-
1 ternal rrevenue agents.
« Counseling locations,
* and dates and times are:
. AT THE MERCY
xCENTER 28600 Eleven
yMile, in Farmington,
} counseling will run 11:30
¢am. to 4 p.m. Jan. 16, '18,
,13 25, In Feb,, the dates
tare Feb. 6, B 20. In
t March, the dates are
March 6, 13, 20, 22, 27.
Also, April 3.

1 23550 Liberty, counseling
will run noon to 4 p.m. on
these dates: Feb. 2, 16,
March 2, 16 and April 10.
AT THE REDFORD
TOWNSHIP LIBRARY,
15150 Norborne, counsel-
ing will run 12:30 pm. to .
4 pm. on Feb. 1, 15 and

, 29.

AT THE NOVI SEN-
IOR CITIZENS CEN-
TER, on Novi between I-
96-and Grand River, tax
help will run noon to 4
%pm. on Ja. 29 and Feb.
022.
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"SHOES

Sin. 125

Jacobson’s

CLEARANCE

TS

FORMERLY $175 to $345.00

« RUBIN BROS. « PIERRE CARDIN
« GEOFFERY BEANE $8990 $2 4900. « PHONEIX
o LAVIN " * BOTANY & MORE.
FORMERLY $100.00 to $225.00 o CHAPS
$4990 $1 5990 « GEQFFERY BEANE
« HARDY AMIES
10 o PHOENX -7
FORMERLY $18.00 to $42.50
9, T0 2 1 CASUALS & DRESS-DESIGNER NAMES
FORMERLY $16.00 to $26.00 |
« ENRO $ $ » SOLIDS
« DAMON * STRIPES
« HARDY AMIES V.10 o CHECKS

20 ., 50% OFF

SWEATERS

FORMERLY §15.00 to $60.00 ENTIRE STOGK OF:
o JANTZEN

* DAMON
* OLEG CASSINI

NEWBURGH PLAZA (6 mile & Newburgh) Livonia 464-0766
Hours: Mon, Thur. & Fri. 10-9 Tues., Wed. & Sat. 10-5:30
! Major Credit Cards Honored
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