How teamwork turned fireplace into solar idea

By LOUISE OKRUTSKY
Solar’ heating bag leaped from the
drawing boards to actual use in the
F'armlngton Hills ‘hume ul Robert Ros-

le! solar ﬂreplace became & re-
ality through colncidence ‘as much as
through conviction.

The 20-year-old ‘management con-
sultant for Alexander Grant and Co. in
Detroit became interested in solar en-
ergy when he worked on an environ-
mental emissions and fuel economy
Pprogram at the Ford Motor Co. several
Yyearf ago. But when he considered add-
ing a fireplace to his home, he wasn't
thinking ‘of solar heat until his brick
mason, Don Bradley of Farmington
Hills, suggested he consult Lou Sopel of
Southﬂe!d

"ing solar heating sysr.ems for himself
and others in North Dakota, the Michi-
gan native recently returned to his
home state.

He began planning to implement his
design in Michigan with Bradley’s help.

‘The solar fireplace in the Rossi resi-
dence, which Soper says is the first one
to be built in the state, is constructed
on the interior rather than the exterior

of the home. Heat collectors are set
- within the smds of the home. -

THE BLACK METAL cvllecims
gather the heat attracted by a series of
glazes, which look like clear plastic
blocks. The blocks are set into the side
of the home, giving them the appear-

- ancenfbmngapartnﬂhaoulcrwnﬂ

Sopel, a siding salesman-turned solar
heating designer, first came up with
the notion of working solar heat around
a conventional fireplace about three
years ago in North Dakota. After build-

Insulation behind 'the collectors
keeps the heat on both sides of the met-
al and allows warm air to be blown
into the fireplace’s air duct and subse-

- Cults are strange animals’

Lou Soper

quently out into the room.

Don Bradley

nels on either side of the bmplace, This

The warm air ducts are vemu! tun-  allows the owner to burn wood in the

Beleaguered family warns of cults

By JACKIE KLEIN

The movement known as the
People’s Temple may have died in
the mass carnage in Jonestown,
Guyana, but cultism in this country
is alive and well, according to Ed
Schnee. His two sons were once
members of another controversial
religious order, the Rev. Sun Myung
Moon’s Unification Church.

Schnee and his son Danny, 24, a
‘member of the church for one year,

- addressed a sparsely-attended fo-
- rum on religious cults last week in
,Southfield sponsored by the Metro-
politan Detroit ‘Bnai Brith Council.
-Jeremy Schnee, 27, is still involved
+~in the “Moonie” movement.

. “Cults are strange animals,” said
the elder Schnee. “Off-the-wall re-
ligious groups are highly publicized

.-in"the mass media and the phenome-
non is known around the world.

These complex organizations use
coercion, persuasion, Madison Ave-
nue hype and brain-washing to cap-
ture their followers.

“Cults aren’t merely small groups
of persons whose beliefs différ from
those of organized religions. They're
highly deceptive, manipulative, ex-
ploitive groups using psychological
techniques to exert control over in-
dividuals like the 900 who commit-
ted svicide in Guyana,”

SCHNEE CLAIMS there are be-
tween 1,000 and 5,000 cults in the
United States alone and they’re still

growing in number, Many persons
join these cults to get away from a
materialistie society, Schnee said.

“Intelligent youths ask where are
the old verities and basic truths,”
Schnee said. “Kids feel guilty about
their parents’ material success. Re-
ligion stresses doing good for others.
Young persons want to find them-
selves and work and struggle to
‘change society. They want the an-
SWers now.

“A kid backpacking his way in
California, for example, is ap-
proached by an attractive young
cult member who tells the lonely
traveler the group has what he’s
looking for. He joins the group be-
cause at first he's surrounded by
love and everyone pays an enor-
mous amount of attention to him.”

BIOLOGICAL PARENTS of
“Moonies” are considered evil,
Schnee said. Members of the cult
are told that Moon and his wife are
their true, spiritual parents. Doubt
is transformed into guilt, he said.

“Cults such as the Unification
Church are totally deceptive,”
Schnee said. “They pretend to be big
on giving money to establish drug

. addiction centers. But Moon is
helped materially by the traditional
right of freedom of religion.

“Moon is given tax exempt status.
He ‘owns a factory in Korea which
manufactures rifles. About two per
cent of the millions pouring into the
church go to legitimate religious

activities. The church is a one'way
charity,” Schnee said.

“We hope everyone will bombard
their state and federal representa-
tives to do something about the

 thievéry, knavery and mind control
permitted under the freedom of re-
ligion doctrine.”

Danny Schnee, now a Wayne State
University student, left Moon's
church six years ago. He joined the
cult in 1972 when his brother con-
vinced him of the “benefits.”

“I joined what was called the Uni-
fication Church International

Reeducation Foundation in Berkley,
Cal,, at the time I was planning to
enter University of Michigan,” he
recalled.

“THE SOURCE of my trauma
'was that I was expected to be a doc-
tor or lawyer. If I refused, I was
supposed to go to a shrink. I
hitehhiked to California and met my
brother, a late 1960s radical, looking
as clean-cut as I do.”

Schnee said when he joined the
cult, he was lectured on the princi-
ples of education because “Moonies
think Americans don't dig the relig-
ious trip.” Workshops and lectures
are designed to reach persons who
want fo be good but have fallen
from the way, he said. Moon is con-
sidered the second Messiah after

JJesus, -
“Group leaders in the church are
responsible for making you stay,”

THE INSIDE %

N

Schnee said. “They have an entire
information network about every
member, which includes their par-
ents' incomes. At first, you have a
feeling of solidarity, and what you
believed in before is overcome.

“The group Ieaders approach is
tailored to each If you're
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hearth as well as use it to collect the
sun's warmth.

The Rossi fireplace required 64
square feet of the black metal collec-
tors which were contained in two 4x8
panels. The solar fireplace has the ca-
Ppability of heating a 20x30 foot room.

‘Together, the fireplace and the solar

beating devices cost about $6,100 to
Install. About $4,000 went to building”
the fireplace and $2,100 went toward
the sular heating apparatus, according

Sape:

But Sﬂper believes that the project is
feasible for the less- than-rich because
state and federal tax credits are given
to those who construct solar heating
devices in their homes.

THE 56 100 project in the Rossi
bome made him eligible for a $1,400
federal tax credit and a $1,100 state
credit, according to Soper.

“That means the solar fireplace
costs- about $3,500 to construct once
you take into account the tax credits,”
he said.

“And once you have it in, the heat is
free,” he adds.

Soper says that two out of three days
in Michigan are days with sunshine.
But Rossi remains skeptical.

“I decided to try it, but I don’t know
if Michigan has enough sunlight to ben- .
efit me,” he said.

According to the Detroit Weather
Bureau, the sun shone on the area for
about 33 per cent of the month of
December.

The National Weather Service in
Ashville, N. C., has 7‘2 clear days

logged for the Detroit area during
1977. Partly cloudy days in 1977 to-
taled 104 and 189 days were cloudy.
The service's 19-year projection shows
an average of 76 clear days in a year in
Michigan, 108 partly cloudy days and
181 cloudy days.

Soper predicts 40 sunny days in the
state.

But even Soper admits that solar °

heat is incapable of warming a Michi-
gan house year round.

“SOLAR HEAT IS supplemental,” he
said. “It’s not likely to replace conven-
tional heating methods.”

“We won't go 100 per cent solar,” he
added. -

The idea for using black coated col-
lectors and a conventional fireplace for
solar heat began to occur to Soper
when he saw his construction men
warning their hands against dark sid-
ing when they were working in the win-
ter.

Eventually he set up a small solar
heating chamber in his car. A black
metal plate and insulation was teamed
up with some glazed panels. The small
solar heating device helped Soper to
warm caulking in the winter.

Another experiment he tried in-
volved painting a pickle jar with black
enamel, placing two hot dogs in it and
covering the jar with its cap. Placed in

the sun and after 50 minutes, the

results, according to Soper, are cooked
hot dogs.

Using the sun for daily tasks in-
trigues Soper. *

“I'm intrigued by what the sun can
do,” he said. “Everything we do can be
solar, but no one uses it."”

a doctor, the church is com:emed
about physical and spiritual health.
If.you're a teacher, the church is
education-oriented.”

The average age-of “Moonies” is
20, Schnee said. Many are unsure of
themselves and sensitive to pres-
sures in an unsteady period of their
lives, he said.

Schnee lived in a three-bedroom
house with 47 cult members, who
slept on the floor and used only two
bathrooms.

HE WORKED at a number of
jobs to raise money for the cult and
slept only three hours a night, he
recalled. Other members were on
the mobile fund-raising team, solic-
iting money 18 hours a day, he said.
They sold flowers at shopping cen-
ters and door-to-door and hit. the
bars at midnight to solicit more
money, he said.

“We were taught the world is in
bad shape because people are selfish
in a materialistic society,” Schnee
said. “We were told to make sacrif-
ices to return the world to an ideal
state and for the good of humanity.
They .called it indemnity, which
means we were to suffer for the
past mistakes of mankind.

“You learn to obey and not to
have negative thoughts even if you
have to drink poisened Kool-aid and
die for the good of the world. I saw
misery. around me an d even. my
group leader broke down and cried.
That’s when I deci ded to leave.”

Schnee went home after one year
with the cult and since has helped
deprogram other young cult mem-

A REDFORD TOWNSHIP FAMILY
is asking for help in locating witnesses to an
accident this summer in Hartland Township, near
Waldenwood Campground at US-23 and M-59. On
Aug. 20, following a rock concert featuring the
Brownsville Station and the MC-5, Rubert Semak
Jr,, 16, was seriously injured in a hit-and-run
acddenl. ‘Witnesses described the car as an orange
Volkswagen. The 1974-76 Beetle was driven by a
white male, possibly in his early 20s. A young
‘woman was also seen in the car.

. The Semak family attorney is asking persons

who saw the accident to help them locate the driver

of the orange VW. Although three persons saw the
I

THE DETROIT BIBLE College, 35700 W.
Twelve Mile, Farmington Hills, is presenting Joan
Schnerer in a piano concert at 8 p.m. Jan. 26, in the
Kresge Chapel at the new campus. Tickets will be
available at the door or by calling 553-7200 during
business hours. General admission is $4. Students
will be admitted for $2.

Mrs. Schnerer will perform Bach's Partita 5,
Beethoven's Sonata Opus 90, Ginastera and several
other works of other composers.

- COLLECTORS CAN FORGET those
winter blues when they attend the Livonia Mall
antique show from Jan. 31- Feb, 4, Furniture,

accident, they left the scene before

Semak was alone and walking on the shoulder of
the road when he was struck from behind. He was
thrust into the of the car and fl
the hood. He received multiple fractures to one leg
and was serfously bruised. He was discovered 20
minutes after the accident by youths returning
from the concert.

Since the accident, the Semak family has béen
overwhelmed with medical bills. They have no
insurarice to cover those debts, and the family is
upable to bear the financial burden, said attorney
Clifford Roberts. Anyone with information is asked
to call 569-2957 in Detroit. Callers identities will be
kept secret, Roberts said.

There is a $100 reward for information
concerning the driver of the car.

FARMINGTON HIGH SCHOOL is .
celebrating its 25th anniversary at its present
Iocation on 32000 Shiawassee with a dance Feb, 16.

All alumni from graduating classes from 1954 to

t may attend. All administrators and
mdzen who bave taught at the school during thig
time may af Dancing will be from 8-11 pm. .
and will feature the Nick Palise’s Super Stage Band
playing music of the '503.and the '60z.
Refreshments will be served ii2 the cafeteria
throughont the will be semi-formal
and tickets will be on sale in the school’s main
office for $5 per couple and $3.50 for a single
ticket. For further information, call Clarence-
Shewbridge at 474-6156.

FARMINGTON HILLS has it share of
residents on thie dean’s list at Madonna College in
Livonia. They are: Catherine Burk, a freshman {n
pursing; Bonnl ‘Bonnle Mesarosch, a sophomore in

and other will be shown.

IT'SALMOST FEDERAL income tax
time again. And to prepare yourself against that
deadline, Beatrice Nye, a representative from the
Internal Revenue Service (TRS), will be a guest
speaker from 7:30-9 p.m. Feb. 1 at the Farmington
branch library, 23500 Liberty. She will speak about
general guidelines to use in preparing the federal
income tax forms. To register, call the library at
4747770,

DOUGLAS GIEBEL, who has his oil
paintings on exhibit at the De!mxt Bible College in
Hills, will visit th 's Twelve
;and Drake campus from 2:30-4:30 p.m. Jan,
23 Glcbel attended Cass Technical High School in
" Detroit and Pratt Institute of New York. His
exhibit is open to the general public.

‘TERM PAPER BLUES coming on? The
Farmington branch library, 23500 Liberty, will
offer a short course designed to provide high school
students and adults with instruction in basic
methods and tools used in term paper research. No
ngmral.lon is necessary, For further information,

1l Barbara Brower at 474-7770.

CONSIDERING A CHANGE i career
can require planning and counseling’ Madonna
College in Livania is sponsoring a wnrhhnp on
career planning and decislon making geared
persons changing Lhelrcareas.‘l’hzworhhnpwm
be conducted from 7-10 p.m. Jan. 39 in room 275 of
the college’s Academic Bnlld.lng There is no fee for
the workshop, Registration can be

international

FARMINGTON HILLS CITY
COUNCIL
31555 Eleven Mile

7:30 p.m., Jan. 22

« Public hearing regarding the
cost of installing sewers in Linden
street.

+ Public hearing regarding the ne-
cessity of installing sidewalk on the
south side of Thirteen Mile from
Greening, 1,000 feet east of Orchard
Lake Road to Detroit Baptist
Manor.

Unfinished Business

«Consideration of city code
amendments regarding the Thirteen
Mile sanitary arm and the North-
west Pressure district.

+ Consideration of rezoning land
on the north side of Nnrthwestem
Highway west of Mid

Hills posts agenda

«Consent judgment regarding land
on Middlebelt and Eleven Mile.

«Consideration of preliminary plat
approval for Acorn Valley Subdivi-
sion.

<«Consideration of resolution per-
mitting the Clarenceville School
District to levy taxes during the
city’s tax collection period.

* Consideration of traffic control
ordinance for eastbound and west-
bound Lamar.

« Consideration of traffic control
order for eastbound and westbound
Fink. i

«Consideration of yield sign for
Springbrook Street.

~Consideration of

single-family residential to nlﬁce
service.
New Business
<*Resolution regarding city 1denu-
ﬁnal.ion signs on I-96, 1275 and I

-leuuon for matching grant
for the Saturation Patrol Operation-
al Team (SPOT) for a demonstration
Project.

*Appointing CETA community

service officer position to a pﬂl.me
officer position.

City Management Association’s
deferred compensation plan.

«Setting the date for a cost hear-
ing regarding sewers for San Souci
Road.

«Setting a date for vacation of
Colfax to Halsted.

N

«Consideration of preliminary plat
approval for phase one of Country
Ridge Estates on the west side of
Halsted, south of Fourteen Mile
near Haggerty. 102 lots.

STOREWIDE

WINTER

Save up to 15% on selected custom orders during our Storewide SaleI
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As a complete freestanding unit, this wall system will suit all your storage and
entertainment needs. The system has three separate sections which can be

arranged to harmonize with any decor.
104" wide, 71" high and 16%" deep. ,

calling 591-6331,

DEADLINE

M.ll!rlllnbminedlorﬁelmﬂbhﬂu,ﬂﬂﬂ
W. Nine Mile, Sonthfield 48034, should include the
mendphnnnnmbernnle sender and should
be Ttems b
,ltlunmcweekbefmmbnuﬂou.m .
photographs can’t be used. All materials become -
the property of the Farmington Observer bat any
Iaughs are open to the public.

house of denmark @

?3%%923”&%“58’5§omruué%8FEESTE“
. - 10:00+9;,00
SUN12:00+5;00 CLOSEDMONDAY 65I-9430
INTERIOR DESIGN SERVICE LABLE

AVAI

interiors__

$697
Complete
* (including daiivery)




