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‘Choo Choo’ Charley likes little trains

'm ashamed to admit it,
but all my stuff at home is
packed in boxes. I'm not
strange, though. A lot of
collectors don’t run their
sets.” -
— Charley Burt

B‘y JOHN BOZZO

‘The first person who called Charles Burt “Choc Choo” thought
ke was giving Charley the needle.

It didn't work. Charley liked the nickname. Now he even has
“Choo Choo” printed on a desk nameplate.

Chpo Choo refers to Burt's lifetime avocation—toy trains.

“As far back as I can remember I've been interested in toy
trains,” Burt said. “In 1924 my brother, who is three and 2 half
years older than me, received an American Flyer wind-up for
Christmas.

“From then on I was sold,” Burt
said. “T can still seo myself pushing
that train along the floor and going
‘Choo Choo.™ N

An electrician by trade, Burt began
collecting the antique toy trains 26
years ago. He now has 200 locomo-
tives, about 1,500 cars and six miles
of track in his Redford Township
home.

Most of Burt's collection is on dis-
play through Feb. 11 at the Burg Mu-"
seum in Southfield. The museum is
open 2-5 p.m., Saturdays and Sundays.
Visitors may arrange an appointment
by calling 646-2845.

BURT'S FAVORITE piece is the
first train he ever owned, a Lionel No.
33 Locomative,

One of the more valuable items on
display is a burgundy-and-olive-col-

ored replica of a 1931 Ives Lines loco-
motive. Although the replica is only
one year old, it is worth $500. The
original is worth $1,500.

“I have an average size collection,”
Burt said. “Some guys have enormous

collections. In total mine’s worth
about $7,000.”

Dollar values ‘of the items may
vary with as minor a consideration as
color.

“A Lionel No. Eight is common in
red or orange but rare in mojave.
Just because of the color it will go
from a $50 item to a $150." -

Choo Choo has the identical train
his brother received in 1924, which in-
itially tickled his fancy. The Ameri-
can Flyer locomotive has U.S. Mail,
Pennsylvania R&R and an Express
Baggage cars.

There are also some old train cata-
logs on display. A 1926 Ives catalog
explains, “An Ives invention. Push the
button and any Ives Series R locomo-
tive will reverse itself at your will,
wherever it is on the track.

Marvelous!”

One real find is a never used 1923
HO Locomotive, made by the Bing
Company of Germany. It is the first
electric train made by that company,
Burt said.

“I found it in the Salvation Army,”
Burt said. “ haunt places like the Sal-
vation Army looking for trains. But
most of my trains were obtained
through other collectors.”

ALTHOUGH HE IS AN avid collec-
tor, no one will ever find Choo Choo
Charley wearing an engineer’s hat
and running toy trains in his base-
ment. N

+ scale model men, who collect replicas *
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“I'm ashamed to admit it,” Burt
said, “but all my stuff at home is
packed in bozes.

“I'm not strange, though. A lot of
collectors don’t run their sets. The

of real things, go in for running their

sets.

“What I really enjoy is working on
the stuff and repairing them more
than anything. I-have a repair ser-
vice, mostly by mail order. I rewind
antique motors and also do special-
ized repair on them.”

‘The first toy train_was a wooden
model built in the early 1860s, Burt
said. Early trains were also made of
tin and cast iron. Now, like every-
thing else in the modern age, toy
trains are congtructed from plastic.
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Salt spreaders down-sized

‘The Oakland County Road Commission
will tun to six smaller trucks to
spread salt on scattered icy intersec-
tions throughont the county.

“It's awully expensive to go out with
one of our 83 regular salt trucks-with

their seven- or 12-ton loads-to splash a .

little salt at an intersection, on a curve
or a hill,” said Road Commissioner
John Gnau.

Now, one of the 83 large trucks must
be diverted from regular salting routes
to handled isolated hazordous spots.
The development of “mini-speaders™
eliminates that necessity.
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FOR A TYPICAL 4-UNIT SYSTEM

Now your business can benefit from the many advantages of two-way 9 .
communications. Constant contact with your trucks, your sales & service a

personnel as well as inner-plant comm is now available at .

prices. A guaranteed coverage of over 2500 square miles assures complete
interg

coverage of the Detroit metropolitan area....and more. Call or write for a ten
S ale - .save

minute demonstration or information on how to cut your operating costs and
on a superb selection

increase your profitability today.
of home fashions.

REAL ESTATE ONE
CAREER OPPORTUNITY

Real Estate One Sales Associates
are selling over 9,000 homes a
year. Immediate openings avail-
able for reputable, ambilious
pecple to eamn and grow with us
as we expand across the nation.
Famous fast stant fraining program,
sales aids. that competition can't
match. Attend our next Career
Seminar on Thursday, January 25,
7 p.m. at 35015 Ford Road: Call
~326-2000 for your complimentary
reservation.

SOUTHERN COMMUNICATIONS & ENGINEERING INC.

P.O. Box 1198
Troy, MI 48099

Thanks to
continuous compounding
Standard Federal Savings

784%

_ ANNUAL RATE

- EFFECTIVE ANNUAL YIEL

Phong: 689-2115

An Equal Opportunity Company

JACK'S FACTORY QUTLET)
Special Purchase
of Bankrupt Stock

of Downloft

o~

yleldIs subject to change at

on 26-Week Money Market
- Certificate Accounts

This rate in effect Thursday, January 18, 1979 °
through Wednesday, January 24, 1979.
MINIMUM DEPOSIT $10,000

" EXAMPLE: BASED ON THIS WEEK'S RATES, 610,000 WOULD EARN
$507.07 AT THE END OF 26 WEEKS.

LEATHER
JACKET

$ 98 Many sizes

and Colors
(Sizes 48 and 50 add $10 more}

Sale ends

Reg. $165)
(Reg ) March 4th

42" Table ..

Save 20%50%
LEATHER SPORT COATS AND
FULL-LENGTH LEATHERS'

TABLE & 4 CHAIRS . . .$469.50 $399.50

. ViSh = MASTER CHARGE « CONVENIENT TERMS o OR 90 DAYS SAME AS CASH
Standard Federal Savings brings you 26-week OPEN MON THURS FRI TIL 9« TUES WED SAT TL 530 SUNDAY 12 10 &
Money Market Certificates with the highest effective
annual yleld availeble on insured savings of any fi.
nancial institution...one quarter percent higher than
banks offer.

At Stendard Federal Savings, we compound your in-
. terest on Money Market Certificates on a CONTINU-
OUS BASIS from date of deposit to date of maturity.
You can-call §43.9583 AT ANY TIME to obtain the
RATED FOUR STAR . . ‘

BY THE- UNDERGROUND SHOPPER o

JACK’S FACTORY QUTL

Vinolesale Men's Wear
Miracle Mile Shopping Center
Telegraph North of Square Lake Raad
335-8277

CURRENT week's rate, The rate established at the
time an account i

certificate for the full 26-week term,

These accounts are automatically renewed upon
maturity.at the then CURRENT rate unless otherwise
notified. Federal regulations require asubstantialin- *
terest penalty for early withdrawal from certificate

~accounts. R X A i
F . . Mictigan’s Largest Ethan Allen Dealer .

LIVONIA « 15700 Middlebeit Road » PHONE 422-877’0,‘ .
UTICA » 50170 .Van Djke ¢ PHONE 7396100
SQUTHFIELD * 15600 W. 12 Mile Road * PHONE 557:1800

%-50% Pre-Inventory Sale

Save 20

%
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