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Poly-hockey added to Spe(nal Olympics format

By DAVE WINES

Thé Pontiac team was down 5-1,
and dbout to be eliminated. They
had practiced for weeks and had

. fraveled to Troy High School to

compgte against the best in the
stal

The previous year they Look home
a bronze medal in this same event.
But tiot on this cold and blustering
afternoon.

No, they were going to have to
pack-it in after one gaine against a

. good’ Farmington squad, but the
looks ‘on their faces told a different
story. Almost like the story of a
child’s first Christmas, before the
discovery that Santa Claus is mere-
ly a concept meant to deliver as
many goodies as posxible.

The look was one of joy, not sor-
row; of Something accomplished, not
lost. These athletes were competing
in the Special Olympics, ar interna-
tional organization for the develop-
mment bf meaningful athletic and
emotional growth in mentally and
physically hzndlcapped persons.

It was back in the mid-60's when

the Joseph Kennedy foundation es-
tablished a fund for the Special
Olympics. The fund gives thousands
of physically and mentally impaired

people the chance to achieve realis-
tic goals in organized sports.

Competition begins at county
tournaments, with winners advanc-
ing to state playoffs, where champi-
ons are selected to represent the
state in the national Special Olym-
pics.

It is no suprise, then, to discover
that Qakland County has extensive
involvement in the program, with
teams from several districts repre-
sented in various team and individu-
al events—just like the Olympic
games in Montreal or Moscow.

‘Thus, it came as an honor when
Oakland County was selected to host
the state-wide poly-hockey tourna-
ment last month at Troy High
School. It was the first such tourna-
ment ever held in this area.

If the name poly-hockey is unfa-
miliar, imagine a hockey game
without ice and skates, played on a
standard gym floor, Equipment con-
sists of a plastic stick and puck.

Players attempt to score in regu-
lar hockey fashion, and can be
penalized for fouls. Minor fouls are

institutes.
However, these distinctions are
soon forgotten when wa!chmg the

récorded as in and a
player must sit out only if he or she
commits a deliberate major foul,
which.is infrequent.

‘Thus, poly-hockey represents
many different aspects of both ice
hockey and basketball.

Teams for poly-hockey are split
into three divisions, depending on
age and other factors relating to an
individual’s degree of handicap. In
the case of poly-hockey, alt partici-
pants, are mentally impaired, with
those in Senior Division I considered
“Educable Mentally Impaired
(EMI), while those considered
“Trainable Mentally Impaired”
{(TMI) and over 16 years are in Sen-
ior Division IL.

According to area Special Olym-
pics Director Nancy Moran, the dif-
ferenge between EMI and TMI is
basically in relative IQ's combined
with motor skills. Thus, EMI stu-
dents attend special education class-
es in regular public schools, while
those considered TMI go to training

OU matmen win 5th straight

. The’ Oakland University wrestling
team won two meets over the weekend
to kéep its undefeated dual-meet
record intact.

The Pioneers defeated Lake Superior
State College 27-15, and downed Michi-
gan Tech 29-9. Oakland, which finished
fourth in the Great Lakes Intercollegi-
ate Athletic Conferecne (GLIAC) stand-
ings last year, is currently tied for first
p!are with a perfect 3-0 record.

at was the first time in four
years that we beat Lake Superior,” said

Pidneer coach Max Hasse, who started

East Detroiter Phil Lieblang, who
had missed most of the season with a
kneee injury, pinned Dave Saunders at
6:48. Lieblang wrestles at 118 pounds.

At 134 pounds, Mike Eble shut out
Steve Nelle 8-0. The Utica Eisenhower
graduate is undefeated in dual-meet
competition.

Rick Blakey won by void at 126.

Dan Lemaster (167), Tim Chapel
(177), John Whitfield (190) and Kurt
Shoemaker (heavyweight) all did well
in the upper weights for Oakland.

Lemaster won a 4-2 decision, and

Lemasters, Ken Masters, Chapel and
Shoemaker.

Oakland’s other triumphs this year
were over Ferris State and Saginaw
Valley in league action, and Eastern
Michigan University. .

Oakland will travel to Grand Valley
for an jmportant league encounter Sat-
urday. Grand Valley is a four-time
GLIAC champion.

Northern Michigan, which dropped
out of the conference this year, won the
title last winter.

and thrill
by the participants, both boys and
girls, children and adults.

Putting the societal labels in pe
spective is Martha Segal of the Oak-
land Training Institute, and also one
of the coaches of the Senior Division
II'Lamphere Yellowjackets.

“Our young people can do every-
thing. There is no such word as
can't,” she said. “They’re not differ-

ent. The supposition that our kids
are different must be erased
immediately.”

Echoing this belief are Mr. and

Mrs. Noel Smith of “Rochester,
whose son Gail plays for the Pontiac
Panthers Senior II team. Mr. Smith
says that Gail “gets up” for an event
like any athlete motivated to train
and prepare for competition.

As for the benefits of the Special
Qlympics, Mr. Smith, who works for
Troy Schoals, said they have helped
make people more aware of the

abilities of handicapped people and
of their numbers.

“Even I did not realize there were
that many. Now it has grown so
large that you have to have a first
place to go to the state meets,” said
Smith. “But the media and publicity
have helped people understand
more.”

Funds for local Special Olympics
competition come solely from coun-
ty fund-raising activities. Each year
a “superstars” competition is held
at Oakland University.
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prices. A guaranteed coverage of over 2500 square miles assures complete
coverage of the Detroit metropolitan area....and more. Call or write for a ten
minute demonstration or information on how to cut your operating costs and
increase your profitabllity today.

SOUTHERN COMMUNICATIONS & ENGINEERING INC.

P.O. Box 1198
Troy, MI 48099

Phone: 689-2115

Home of Old- Fashioned Service

THIS WINTER

CREATE A BETTER HOME WHERE YOU LIVE

Chapel took a 7-4 victory. Whitfield, 2
Rochester Adams High School gradu-
ate, defeated Lake Superior’s Bill Huls
31

Shoemaker drew with Wally Freder-
ick, 7-7.

Lieblang was the only Pioneer to
register a pin in the Huskie victory.
Other winners against Tech were Eble,
Ron Coleman, Mark Christensen,

the wrestling program from scratch
; four years ago.

“The wrestlers are showing contin-
ued progress, and they're learning all
the time. It's quite unbelievable, and
the team is doing a great job right
now.”

, . Against Lake Superior Oakland dom-
inated most “of the lightweight and
h&avywengm classes.

HOW ABOUT A NEW
SUSPENDED CEILING
FOR THE WINTER “BLAHS?”
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" O&E to begin best boys’ swim llslmgs

‘The Observer & Eccentric will begin
listing the best boys’ swim times of
prep swimmers in our Oakland County
coverage area.

Coachies with best times to report
should call Troy Athens swim coach
Dale'Rahn. He can be contacted Mon-
days-Fridays at the high school pool
:(524:1898).

Schools included are Cranbrook,

ield Hills Lahse
Seaholm, Bloomfield Hills Andover,
Groves, West

Birmingham Brother Rice, Detroit
Country Day, Rochester, Southfield,
Farmington, Farmington Harrison, Au-
burn Heights Avondale, North Farm-
ingtor, Southfield-Lathrup, Troy, Ro-
chester Adams, Troy Athens, Southfield
Christian and Walled Lake Central.

Armstrong

SRR oD i
Wlh%ilg:q&yss SUNRISE PINE
$g29 PANEL' $898 45 pav
MEDIUM BROWN
OR THE BEAUTY OF
$720 47 paver T DEE PIE SRS

see our CrAflSmAN T ruveis w sioce

AUSHC OAK » RUSIC WALNUT o CLEAR WALNUT

SALE PRICED $21 9
#SPO 9132

TILE FOR A 10!1? ROOM
$3255 (e ony)

STOP IN T0 SEE OUR OTHER ARMSTRONG
CEILINGS. WE STOCK METAL IN THREE SHADES.

'
'
'
i
1}
)
i
!
H
4
H
]
i
+

Your Bulton is Your Ticket!

WIN A TRIP TO LAS VEGAS FOR TWO
Up 10 $500, or Cash of $400

ICE FISHING CONTEST : LAWSON
$400 in Cash & Trophies
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Captainy Watch Condominiums offer an unusual
setting on the shortest siver in the nation. The
Pine River Lake Midhigan to the west
with Round Lake to the east s the front yard of
this deyrlopment located in Charlevoix, Michigan,
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; Twelve units inunique two and three bed-

® Channel Master's Better Line
‘e Quantum Model 3677 or
4755 « Deep Fringe/UHF
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Channel Master Rotor
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