Teacher seeks access to contract

A teacher in the Walled Lake School
District has taken his campaign to se-
cure a copy of Superintendent Don
Sheldon’s contract to the courts.

Arthur Stokus, a performing arts
teacher at Walled Lake Western, has
filed a complaint in Oakland County

. Circuit Court which seeks a writ of
mandamus. The document would com-
pel the district to release a copy of the
siperintendent’s contract under the
FYeedom of Information Act.

' 4The court action filed by Stokus rep-
résents his latest attempt to secure
cdpies of the superintendent’s contract
upder the Freedom of Information Act.

dStokus originally requested a copy of
2e cuntract from school

gard the confidentiality of the original
agreement and reveal the terms of the
contract.

Support for the board's position was
expressed by Nancy van Leeuwen;
president of the Walled Lake Education
Association (WLEA), at the Jan. 8
school board meeting. Mrs. van

* Leeuwen's statement also noted that
efforts {by Stokus) to secure a copy of
the contract should not be associated
with the WLEA.

Stokus was vice'president of the
WLEA at the time he first attempted to
secure copies of the contract. He re-
signed that post last week, however, in
an apparent dispute with the union

i his effort:

tdrs about two months ago. They
thfused the request on the basis that
osure of the employment contract

uld constitute “a clearly unwarrant-
ad invasion of an individual's privacy.”

m’mAT ADMINm'RA’ﬂVE decision
was supported by the Walled Lake
Board of Education at a meeting on
Dec. 11 when its members voted unani-
fjpusly not to release the contract.

. That action was based in part on the
advlce of Dennis Pollard, the board
dttorney, who noted that Sheldon had
dntered ifito his contract with the
Walled Lake Schools in 1871 — five
years before the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act went into effect.

Pollard stated that the agreement
reached between the board and the su-
penntendent in 19‘11 was that Sheldon

mSTOKUS STATED that his efforts to
secure a copy of the contract were
made as a citizen of the school district,
not as a WLEA officer or member.

The complaint filed in circuit court
notes that the request for a copy of the
contract was rejected:by the Walled
Lake School District on Dec. 1 because
to do so would constitute “a clearly
\mwarranlzd innvasion of an individu-
al's privacy.”

The complaint also states that:

«The Walled Lake School Board is a
public body within the defmmans of the

vide plaintiff with a copy of the em-
ployment contract” between the
Walled Lake School Board and Sheldon,

Joseph Golden, the attorney repre-
senting Stokus, rejected the argument
that the contract was not subject to the
provisions of the Freedom of Informa-
tion Act because it had been negotiated
prior to enactment of the law.

He stated that the Freedom of Infor-
mation Act has no provision for a
“grandfather clause” which would ex-
clude the contract from public scruti-
ny.

Few. read label

If you have difficulty understanding
nutrition labeling, you've got plenty of
company.

A recent U.S. Food and Drug Admin-
istration (FDA) survey found that few-
er than one-third of the country’s food
shoppers actuatly know how to read la-
bels and use the information they find
there.

But there is some information you
should expect to find on food contain-
ers, according to the FDA.

Nutrition labeling should contain the
amounts of calories, protein, carbohy-
drates, fat, vitamins and minerals for

Golden stated further that indtvidu-
als who cfioose to serve in the public
sector “can’t expect to hide the terms
of their contracts with a public body
from the people who pay their wages
— the taxpayers.”

School officials have 20 days in
which to file an answer to the com-
plaint with the court.

Golden said he would request an im-
medlate hearing after the 20 day peri-

each serving.

To help you understand the USRDA,
here are a few facts you should know:

*The USRDA is defined as the daily
amount of vitamins, minerals and pro-
tein established by the FDA as essen-
tial for maintaining good nutrition.

«There are USRDAs for four categor-
ies of persons—adults and children 4 or
more years of age, infants, children un-
der 4, and pregnant and lactating wom-
en.

*The USRDAs stated on 2 particular
package depend upon which of the
above population groups the food is in->
tended for.

Freedom of Act

«The document sought by Stokus is
not exempt from disclosure as a public
record under the Freedom of Informa-

“I don’t believe ule law would su-
percede the contract,” commented the
board attorney.

Pollard_also suggested that the
school board would face possible legal
action from Sheldon if it were to disre-

Act;
-’l‘hat the Walled Lake School Board
and vio-
lated the Freednm Act by refusing to
disclose or provide a copy of the public
document properly requested by the
plaintiff; and
«That the Freedom of Information
Act “mandates the defendant to pro-

Class
aids
owners

Small business owners;
can learn how to protect
themselves and their]
businesses at a weekend|
'workshop, Law for thel
Small Business Owner, at|
Madonna College in Livo-|
nia.

‘The workshop will be|
conducted from 6-10 p.m.|
Feb, 16 and from 9 am.|
to 5 p.m. Feb. 17 in room
nz.

Scmeth
sped

Now Open Sunday
Nu ] l(‘ Five

James Robinson, an|
attorney, will conduct the
workshop and focus on
contracts, prevention and
remedy for breach of|
contract, occupancy and
real estate, insolvency
and bankruptey ang the
application of labor law
to smail business.

Registration for the
'workshop is open for
credit at $47 or non-cred-
it at $35. Persons may
register before Feb. 16 at
the Madonna College.

PROPERTY OWNERS
BUILD NOW
CUSTOM BUILDERS
BUILD FROM YOUR PLANS OR
FURNISH ARCHITECTUAL SERVICES
ALSO AVAILABLE
* CHOICE CUSTOM BUILDING SITES
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ADMISSION
Genera $250
; Students. Seniors $1.50
Members, Cnidren under
12 wilh Adulis—Free
£ Hours Tues thiough Sun
30am—530pm
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Super Kem-Tone®

Ceiling

CENTERS

Wallcoverings - Window Treatments - Paints - Fine Art - Picture Frames
25855 Joy Rd., at Besch Daly 37250 Five Mile at Newburg At

274-0082

ONE COAT o NON-YELLOWING » FLAT MATTE FINISH

to ‘Doo It

Ski-Doo 79 sporiswear offers you a full range ofsnowmobile clothing in figure
fiattering styles for women, race inspired styles formen and durable styles for
children. All are ultra warm, dry and comfortable. “Total Design™ suits, jackels
and pants all feature waterproof Oxtford- -woven nylon exteriors with msulaled
finings of polyester-fiberfill quilted to aylon.

Fully co-ordinated accessories like caps, swealers. vests, boots and gloves
complete the “Total Design” look for Ski-Doo "7

TREMENDOUS VALUES & SAVINGS.

We carry a complete line of clothing. For boys,
girls, men & women in all sizes, and stylish

Flat White
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Npaleon FEATURES FAMOUS

AT ORCHARD MALL

Friday

12 HOURS OF GREAT SAVINGS!
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up to

ORCHARD LAI(E ROAD - NORTH OF MAPLE '

ORCHARD MALL

Feb. 2nd 10am.-10pm.

Mon. -Tues -Wed.-Sat. 10-6
Thur-Fri. 10-9
Sun. 125 °




