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Sensitivity heightens ‘Carnival’

By HELEN ZUCKER

The Birmingham Vil-
lage Players have hit a
high note with a stunning
preduction of Bob Merrill
and Michael Stewart's
musical “Carnival.”

Director Duncan Jones
and Musical Director
Priscilla  Benton thor-
oughly understand both
the book and the music,
and the effects of their
sensitive interpretation is
obvious everywhere.

Al Ratcliffe is excel-
lent as B. F. Schlegel, the
wheedling, slippery,
hard-working, carnival
owner who must keep the
show on the road.
Ratcliffe screws up his
Jason Robards face, and,
slinking about like the fox
in Pinnochio, shouts at his
rambunctious assortment
of lion tamers, snake
charmers, aerialists,
clowns, and temperamen-
tal artists:

“Children, make me
proud of You! Thrill me!
Oh, why do I do this? I'm
so weary! Who needs
this?” Rateliffe gives us a
Schlegel who is every bit
as lemperamental as the
people who work for'him.
He's simply cannier. His
energy is wonderful.

THE GIFTED Don
Jackson plays Jacquot,
the lad who has spent his
life in carnivals, the dedi-
cated, good-hearted artist
who truly loves his craft
and whose idea of heaven
is playing the Cirque de
Paris. Jackson also plays
my favorite character,
Horrible Henry, a green
walrus puppet, who has
the best lines in the show,
and Renardo, the fox.

Magic,

New York's Jack Hill
will perform “As Eye See
It,” a one-man, three part
show on Saturday for De-
troit Youtheatre audienc-
es.

————
Review

Ppuppets who make up the

Renardo is another
puppet in a foursome of
“play within a play” in
“Carnival.” Jackson has
range, and his animated
voice shrieking with joy
over having his “toosks™
(Henry's Tusks) touched,
or dropping into the dol-
drums as he gives us a
rundown of his favorite
operas, “Barbara of
Seville” and “The Ma-
dame in Butterfly,” is
sheer delight.

(I've never been able to
stand puppet shows, yet 1
found the puppet routines
in “Carnival” enthralling.
The lines have genuine
charm, and the actors
tmake the most of them)

Bud Matych plays Car-
rot Top and Madame, the
other two puppets. He has
the best voice in the cast
and does a fine job with a
difficult role. Matych
plays Paul Berthalet, the
bitter, ex-dancer who has
lost the use of one leg and
he has become a pup-
peteer.

Matych gives ua a Ber-
thalet who is angry at the
world, who feels he is at
the bottom of the pit, who
cannot believe in his new
career or give himself
wholly to his work though
he is good at it — until
Lili, the magical girl
from the far-away town
6f Mira, shows up and
reaches through his pain.

MATYCH TURNS IN
the strongest perform-
ance of the evening, and

his rich voice is especial-

ly effective in the songs
“I've Got to Find a
Reason,” “Her Face” and
the duet “T Hate Him.”

Del Moore as Lili is not
quite the equal of
Matych. Ms. Moore is 2
marvelous singer; she
hits high C's with ease.
But the role of Lili, the
“good girl” mixed up
with erazy, cynical carny
people — the dewdrop
among exotic jungle flo-
wers — is a hard bit to
pull off.

I think this is a fault of
the script, not of Ms.
Moore — she gives her
all. But the script calls
for a starry-eyed nitwit
who has all of five min-
utes at the finale to grow

up.

Lili's lines, until the
very end, are-all excla-
mations of childish won-
der. She works in the pup-
pet act without knowing
that Barthelet is the man
behind the puppets. She
loves Marco, the masher,
until the fog of her inno-
cence lifts during the last
song.

Mi Moore is charming
despite these odds. And
her rendition of the fa-
mous song, “Love Makes
the World Go "Round,” is
lovely.

BEN BENSON IS
suave and funny as Mar-
co, the egocentric, girl-
chasing Magician. He
plucks paper carnations
from thin air and takes
such delight in his hand-
some self, his success
with women, his com-
plete self-absorption, that

we laugh at his villainous
behavior.

“Paul, you do show up
at the oddest - times,”
Marco says, pouting, as
the enraged Berthalet
tries to get him away
from Lili.

Betsy Todd is more
than a match for Benson.
She plays the “Incompar-
able Rosalie,” Marco’s
partner and life-long mis-
tress with great pizzazz.
Ms. Todd and Rateliffe
are ferociously funny in
“Humming,” a put-down
Marco song. And Ms.
Todd, locked in a sword
box, manages to belt out
“Always, Always You"
with neat, comic timing.

Don Schore, Don
Brown, Jim Masters and
Jack Cortez (on leave
from the Will-O-Way
Repertory Theatre) are
the most rousing Rousta-
bouts I have ever seen.
Alice Armstrong, Lindsay
Balmer, Karen Bayekian
and Dottie Mitchell are
hilarious as the Blue Bird
Girls. The eight perform-
ers fill in as dancers, cot-
ton candy salesman, prop
movers, and add greatly
to the feeling of carnival
melee the seript calls for.

Chuck Peace wheels
across the stage on a uni-
cycle, dressed in sequins,
and Dike Dwelley,
dressed in monstrous
muscles and a tiger skin,
doesn’t need to say anth-
ing to get a laugh,

BILL HAYCOOK and
Ann Sayla as flopsy, mop-
sy clowns tumble about.
Heather Moore as Greta
Schlegel, a carnival child,
is cute. Jum Schless as
the Swiss Vet who wants
to marry Rosalie, is

ventriloquism accented

‘Two hour-long perfor-
mances are scheduled, at
11 am. and 2 p.m. in the
Detroit Institute of Arts
auditorium. Tickets are

$2 for children and adults
at the museum ticket off-
ice.

For ticket information

and a complete listing of
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Dike* Dwelley is to be

Connie Molnar, who de-
signed the wonderful sets.
Special credits to Marga-
ret Remondino who cre-
ated’ the puppets. And to
DeeDee Johns Charlton
and Debi Diehl for the
‘wonderful choreography.
“Carnival” runs Fri
day-Saturday, Feb. 2, 3, !
and 10 at the Village
Playhouse, located at
Hunter and Chestnut.

Sunday Buﬂel Brunch
m.-3 p.m. ¢ 0 exsiting nn|mus
21US Woodw

Open Mon. -Sat. 11 a.m. - 10 p. m. 544-5277j

R Great Family Quting
Weekends in the Village
Mm, through March 18—a special winter
weekend awaits you and your family at Greenfield Village.
Take a guided tour of a dozen homes and buildings.
S(op for free hot spiced cider at the famous Clinton Inn. See a
dozen craftsmen at work, plus special entertainment,
Wind up your visit with a free mini sleigh or carriage ride.
O, if you tire of snow, visit Henry Ford Museum, with its giant
Hall of chhnulugv and endless fascinating galleries.
February in the Museum
. 50th Anniversary Museurn Guided Tours.
Daily—Feb. 1 thru Feb. 28
Famous American Comedy, 8:30 p.m., Museum Theater
Feb. 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17, 23, 24—“The Man "Who Came to Dinner”
(Dmner-Thca[:r combination by advance reservation.
Theater only tickets available by reservation or at the door.)
Famous Early Movies, 1:30 & 3:30 p.m., Museum Theater
‘Feb, 4—“Paramount on Parade”
Antique Lecture Series, 8:30 p.m., Museum Theater
Feb. 8—“A Dollar House is no Bargain”

Every Saturday” shows
through May, call the De-
troit Institute of Arts
ticket office at 832-2730.

Dining And Entertainment Guide

RESTAURANT

CANTONESE & AMERICAN FOOD

Carry-o
CHINESE:
JAPANESE:- LUNCHEON 11 AM-
OINMERS 5530 PH 1 & SAT 11 10130 P
Closed Mondays

16825 MIDDLEBELT AT 6 MILE, LIVONIA

Reservalions.

=EXOTIC COCKTAILSe
uts on Chinese Food

Tues. e Toure. s Sun Only

JAPANESE STEAKHOUSE

LUNCHEON 11 A3 P

427-3171

Ekingzley Yun

HOTEL

Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet
or party. Call us today. Our experienced staff,
headed by Mr. Frank and Mr. Fekay, will personally
oversee all arrangements and details.

644-1400

Woudward ani Long Lake Road

Bloomfield Hills

564-5144

APPEARING

FEB. 5-FEB. 10

B.B. KING

FOUR FRESHMAN
THRU SATURDAY THE 3RD:

JOHN -GARY

FEB.12-17

FOUR TOPS

FEB. 19-24 .

Music by Johnny Trudel¥'s Orchestra

NMENT CHARGE: THRU 2/10

ENTERTAI
Mon. tru Thurs, 8.00
Plus two drinks per person

Fri. & Sat. -*10.00
Plus two drinks pet person

TWO PERFORMANCES HIGHTLY

Moo, thru Thurs:: 8and 10:30 p.m.
Fri. and Sat: 9 and 11:30 p.m.

4

ical Congert Series, 3:30 p.m., Museum Theater
Feb. 18—Dan Greer, Tiger Stadium organist
50th Anniversary Lecture Series, 8:00 p.m., Museum Theater
Feb, 22—“Thomas A. Ediso
‘arp & Weft—Daily, Hall of Tcdmol
Feb. 24~ Mar 18— Combined exhibit & craft dtmonslrauons
Sunday Theater Special, 3 p.m., MUScum Theater
Feb. 25— "John Brown’s Body”

For further information, call 271-1620
<

Greentield Village & f&,& ) Henry Ford useum

Dearborn, Michigan 48121

'WE DO ITRIGHT.
ORWEDONTDO IT

MOST RESTAURANTS
TREAT YOU LIKE

CUSTOMERS.

WE TREAT YOU

LIKE FAMILY.

At Bob Evans, we're not out to
serve as many meals as possible.
We're out to make as many friends
as possible.

Because friends come back.

So when you sit down to one
of our big, hearty farm dinners, we
make you feel right at'home.

We know good food tastes bet-
ter served with a smile. So whether
you order our country ham dinner,
fried eggs and farm sausage, hash
browns or hot cakes — ittt come
with a big helping of Bob Evans
hospitality.

So stop in for a taste of real fam-
ily atmosphere. Qur service is fast,
but we still have time to be friendly.

o Eureka Rd. ati-75-Taylor
*14 Mile Rd. at |-75-Madison Heights

~ eTelegraph Rd. at|-696-Southfield
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TOLKIEN’S

THE LORD
OF THE
RINGS
rated pg

"Mon. thry Fri.
7:00 & 9:45

UP IN SMOKE

Mon., Tues.,
7:00-9:00 pm

Sat. & Sun,
opens 12:30
1:30, 4:00
7:00 & 9:45
Enlrance on Evergréen
Bargain Mshnne es Daily

Phone: 353-5657

Wed., 1:30 mat.

Sat. & Sun.
1:30, 3:30, 5:30,
7:30, 9:30
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Clint Eastwood
“EVERY WHICH WAY
BUT LOOSE” (PG)

+880-88S

“CLASS OF MISS
MacMICHAEL” (R)
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*“MOVIE, MOVIE” (PG) £a
Dolby Sound i ;‘,
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Mat. Wed. 1 show 1 p.m.
All Seats $1.50

“BREAD & CHOCOLATE” E¥-EERS
(English Subtitles) 5% : °
25

National Lampoon's ~g3=m

“ANIMAL HOUSE” (R) e

. Ew

Allen Bates in . B
“KING OF HEARTS” (PG) w-
Ryan Candice . =
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Clint Eastwood
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“OLIVER’S STORY” (PG)
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MacMICHAEL” (R)
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Starts Friday
Richard Pryor, LIVE in

“IN CONCERT” (R)

- “GET OUR YOUR
HANDKERGHIEF” (R) g -




