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Performers go through motions for ‘Oklahoma! ’

By GAY ZIEGER

The Will-0-Way Repertory Theatre
Ppresented a rather sobering perform-
ance of “Oklahoma!” on Friday night at
the George P. Way Elementary School.
Mostly spiritless, it plodded along with
nary a bit of genuine sense of fun ema-
nating from the cast.

It appeared mainly a question of
going through the motions and pretend-
ing involvement in the joys and sor-
rows of life, At times, it seemed doubt-
ful that given characters would even be
able to relate off stage, which certainly
can‘} be the case sigce this group is
noted for being close-knit and devoted
totHe craft.

It should be noted that this particular
performance was 2 kind of dress re-
hearsal for an upcoming road tour. The

Review

group has contracted with the Alger
Theatre to bring its company’s produc-
tions of such plays as “The King and 1,”
“Play It Again, Sam,” “Bye, Bye Bird-
ie"” and “Fiddler on the Roof.”

With some polishing, this play could
start off the project nicely. A major
part of the problem was a last-minute
switch of stages, which resulted in the
performers- being on unfamiliar turf
which included some rather hazardous-
looking steps. (The production was
moved from the playhouse next door
‘because of a leaky roof).

Another problem was that the actors,
many of whom gave strong individual
performances, seemed to lack commit-
ment to the vehicle. It was not quite
conceivable that any people would
accuse the two stars of being in love.
There appeared to be no warmth be-
tween them.

JAMES KRUEL, as the young swain
Curly, sang pretty hollow love songs.
When sparring with the evil Jud (Rob-
ert 0. Rucker), he really came alive,
however. He seemed master of the situ-
ation and his voice had conviction.

‘When Curly extolled the virtues of a
villain by saying, “He treated the rats
as equals and that was right,” Jud was
duly impressed. This was the first real
piece of interaction between charac-
ters, the first time they seemed really

to play off each other. Jud also rose to
the occasion, temporarily abandoning
his interpretation of what it is like to
be slightly dim-witted.

Indeed, the former exactness of
Jud's language and his robust manner
would belie his mental state. His con-
centration on every syllable of every
word was disconcerting. He was too
pointedly mean, though at times he was
deliciously slimey.

" Eileen Weiss departed from the trad-
itional pretty and sassy image of Lau-
rey and chose instead to be brash and
modern. Her reading of lines showed
understanding of denotation but not
connotation. Her best moment was
when she allowed her anger at Curley
to abate slowly during the singing of
“Many a New Day.” She handled the

transformation nicely.

Mary Verguson's operatic voice gave
new dimension to Aunt Eller and prob-
ably aided her in projecting so well.

Camper show

Tickels at a reduced price for the
1979 Detroit Camper Show are on sale
at Hudson and Sears stores in the met-
ropolitan area through Thursday, Feb.
15.

The 12th annual show opens Friday,
Feb. 16, and continues through Sunday,
Feb. 25, at the Detroit Artillery Ar-
mory on W. Eight Mile near Northland.

Discounted regular tickets for adults
may be purchased during the advance

True to the role, she was feisty and '
touj R
TIMOTHY HALL looked as though -
he were born to the part of Will Parker. -

selling tickets

sale. The tickels are good nay day of *
the show. 2

Children’s tickets may be purchased ~
only at the box office of the show after "
it opens. Tickets are priced for children
six through 12; ages five and under are
free when the child is accompanied by
an adult. :

Also available only at the show box
office will be reduced price tickets for
senior citizens, 62 and over, for Mon-
day, Feb. 19-Friday, Feb. 23.
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. ROBBY 03 ] wurower = _ CHINESE BUFFET
MAC'SSTABLE BENSON Daily from 4:30 p.m. Mon. through Sat,
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By Neil Simor NEIL SIMON'S
“CALIFORNIA
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Miracle Mile Shopping Center
Across from Showcase Cinema

Featuring all varieties of
Authentic Chinese Dishes
All you can enjoy

SHANGRI LA WEST

Chinese Restaurant & Cocktail Lounge
335-8060

FEB 16 thru25. Stk
SALE * y
oo o e %
tickets for $2.50 thru
Fab. 15 at metro Hudson
and Sears stores.

SHOWCASE
CINEAAS

35100 VAN DYKE RD. AT 15 M,
STERLING HYS. PHONE 978-3160

WEST EIGHT MILE ARMORY "
NEAR NORTHLAND - Tk

HOURS: Ozens 6 pm Fi, Fen. 16 ang continves thn
Sat £ Sun 11.am 1o 10 ome hnat Sun. 1o 8 p:
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BARGAIN MATINEE DAILY|} .
-FIRST SHOW ONLY $1.50 .
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Fri. at 7:30°
Reservations ond

MO

BAVARIAN VILLAGE

Banquet

Friday and Saturday
Special

King Crab Legs Dinner

ete Dinner)

$895

Facilities ’ Martil’ez
FINE MEXIEAN FO0D

Naches

Tostadas {|
Enchiladas
Quesadillas
Burritos
Taquitos

fc cofl
€49-0903

mas duri
have them available fc

It you missed our fantastic display of Christ-
i the holidays, we still
‘your dining enjoyment.
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for

\ 27331 W. FIVE MILE. CORNER OF INESTER /
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o - Invasion of the|
b Body Snaichers
NORTHCREST CINEMA e

Tienken Rd. (¥ mile north of downtown
Rochester), 652.1540

*% DOUBLE FEATURE* *
INTERIORS

with Diane Keaton
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7 pm and 10:05 pm CuNTE oo | [ ﬁ
Y WILLTURN YOU “the E
ANNIE HALL “EVERY WHICH WaY O;I.o(ga R
with Woody Allen & Diane Keaton T Loose’ ‘"emngs
8:30 pm only

Special Hollywood Sneak Preview
Friday Feb. 2 at 8:50 pm
THE GREAT TRAIN ROBBERY
Sean Connery and Donald Sutherland

Entertsinment is the perfect giit.
Gift cetliticates are always

*BARGAIN MATINEES $1.50%

¥ The formula is...
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Good food, good service, and amosphere!
At the newly remodeled Brass Lamp Restaurant
Dance next door at THUMPERS DISCO
2086 Crooks Rd.. N. of M-50
Rochester 852-0550-
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SHOWCASE

CINEMAS

2400 SOUTH TELEGRAPH RD,
PONTIAC TELEPHONE 332-0231

BARGAIN MATINEE LY
FIRST SHOW ONLY $1 50
k v .

WILLTURN YOU

Serving'the finest in
Chinesé & American Cuisine

* Luncheons » Dinners ¢ Carry Qut Orders
Chinatown Style Welcomed
Open 7 doys.a week

Mon.-Thurs, 11, a.m.-10 p.m,; Fri. 11 a.m..11 p.m.

Saf. 12-11 p.m.; Sun. 12-10 p.m.

9 S. Woodward, Birmingham'’

availdble st our box office

We'li Give You. . .0ne Show ABSOLUTELY FREE
The Best Seats in Town and Save You the Bother of
Waiting in Long Lines at the Box Office,

An Entermainment Bonanza In Your Backyard!

Hold Me!

A madcap hitarious romp by the incomparable
Jules Feifter March 517

VeronicA’s Room

TLGLOLC0LS,UHG00 000000000000000

%6

644-2913
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-
A spine-tingling thriller from the master -
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OLD FASHIONED " COFFEE AT AN s wRey
DUTCH APPLE PIE OLD FASHIONED PRICE bl
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COME AS YOU ARE! ® NO TiPPING!
-® ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT-SALAD-BAR! &

#s STEAK

25025 Telegragh at 10 Mile, Southfield

of suspense, Ira Levin April 912
CO00DO0LDO0C220 CooLLoL
g Just three of the
excifing stars
in our
spectacular
spring season
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Hooters

A sensual titiftating comedy of seduction
by Ted Tally May 7.19

Ladyhouse Blues

A celebration of a loving family unit
bY revin O'Mornson June 416

PLUS We'l park your car. We'll make your dinner reservations. We'll exchange your tickels. We'll give you
=« Ihe most exciting. protessional theatre in Michigan. .
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FOR MAXIMUM CONVENIENCE —. INSTANT PHONE
SUBSCRIPTION Simply call 644-3533 and order your
season subscription on Master Charge of Visa.

. SERIES REQUEST
Plaaze indicate the foliowing:
| wauld live my Season subscigton(s) dunng the trst wee of the
iormance. March 510, Apoil 8-14. May 7-12. June 4-3.

X

* 1 would like My season Subscnplionjs] duning the second week of -

SUBSCRIBE NOW! e pestommance: March 12-17. ADAt 16:21, Uay 14-19, June 1116, =

e - b
Aoovess + STRES P SEATING PUN ]
oy . (Make check payatie to Central Park Theaite) 3
. Carge tomy Master Charge 0p ", 3
sTate . 21P CODE vsarie :

PHONE:Home . qitke. |
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Clip_and send fo the Birmingham Theatre
211'S. Waodward + Birmingham, Mi. 48011
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