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Cheech and Chong will make their third appearance at the Royal

_Oak Music Theatre in March.

A Pablo Cruise performance at the Royal Oak Music Theatre was
i

simuleast on WWWW-FM (106) late I

agt year.,

Rock, jazz fill music theater

By ETHEL SIMMONS

. Last year more than 150,000 music
fans—most of them between the ages
of 20-35—passed through the doors of
the Royal Oak Music Theatre.

- Concert attendance at the theater
this year is expected to top 200,000, ac-
cording to Terry McGovern, the 27-
year-old general manager of Paragon
Investment Co., which owns the the-
ater.

. The bearded McGovern, a Birming-
ham resident, is a graduate of Groves
High School and Eastern Michigan Uni-
versity, where he was a business
major.

. “Istarted college in 1969, the year of
Woodstock,” he said. “I started to man-
age bands and got into full- scale pro-
‘motion of concerts.”

" McGovern considers himself very
lucky to hold the position he has with
Paragon Investment Co. From sleek
company offices in the contemporary
building on Big Beaver in Troy, he su-
pervises “the music theater and its
shelter of being an investment compa-
ay."

°  PATRICK FREYDL of Bloomfield
Hills is president of Paragon Invest-

‘ment Co. He is an entertainment law-
yer, handling cnnlracq for rock stars.

* Many of the “names” who perform
‘at the Royal Oak Music Theatre are not
household names yet. But a lot of them
will be.

- “Ninety per cent of the entertainers
:whose records are played on rock sta-
;tions are the artists booked at the Roy-
al Qak Theatre," McGovern explained..

Only the facility's size—the theater
seats 1,700—limits the star quality of
the attractions that may be booked.
The rock group Boston, for example,
played the Detroit area for the first
time at the Royal Oak Music Theatre,

under a previous owner.

- Last summer an appearance by Bos-
ton filled 40,000 seats at the Pontiac
Silverdome,

HALL AND OATES, who play light
rock, also first performed in Detroit at
the Royal Oak Music Theatre, during
the fall of 1976. They have since played
Cobo Hall twice.

Although the theater doesn't put an
emphasis on comedy, Martin Mull, who
achieved fame on TV's “Fernwood
2Night,” first played metropolitan De-
troit in 2 music and comedy concert at
the Royal Oak Music Theatre, in April
1

And Cheech and Chong, the comedy
team starring in the current hit movie
“Up in Smoke,” are coming back to the
Royal Oak Music Theatre for {wo per-
formances Friday, March 2.

“Their booking manager said they
wanted to play the Royal Oak because
they got treated well here before their
movie came out,” McGovern declared.

Everything isn't rock or comedy at
the theater, however. Prominent
-names in jazz, as well as ascending
stars, have been presented on stage.
Chuck Mangione, who plays orchestrat-
ed jazz, did two nights in December
1977.

THE ROYAL OAK Theatre was

originally a.vaudeville house, as well
as movie theater. It was built in 1928
by the Kunsky chain, which also built
the Birmingham Theater around the
same time, -

Both theaters suffered withdrawal
pangs when vaudeville died and more
recently when multiple movie houses
drew away audiences from the single-
screen movie theaters.

The Birmingham Theatre has come
alive again, primarily with legitimate
stage productions.

The Royal Oak Music Theatre occa-
sionally offers a “middle of the road”
entertainment, with stars whose appeal
is generally 1o a broader age group
than its usual younger audiences.

Tony Bennett, backed' by a 26-piece
band, sang there last March. Doc Seve-
rinson, along with a 30-piece band,
blasted his trumpet at the theater in
April.

ACCORDING TO McGovern, “In a
few ads, we have billed the Royal Oak
as the acoustically perfect theater.
When Tony Bennett was here, he put
down the mike during a performance
and said, ‘Now youw'll hear how the
sound is in an old vaudeville house.’ He
sang two songs, non-electronically,”

Most of the entertainers at the Royal
Oak Music Theatre are booked through
Brass Ring Productions, from booking
agent Rick Kay who used to be mana-
ger for rock star Alice Cooper.

A former owner of the Royal Oak
Theatre converted the facility to live
entertainment during 1976-77.

Paragon Investment got the keys to
the theater on Labor Day of 1977. “We

tried to go in with jazz and rock. That's
our bread and butter,” McGovern
explained.

Roger Hock of Southfield is facility
manager for the Royal Oak Music The-
atre. The theater does 50-60 shows a
year, and the box office (phone 543-
8222} is open eight hours a day.

“I’s been 90 mil#s an hour since the
day we started,” McGovern said. He
stressed the fact, “We are an invest-
ment company.”

’

HOW'S THE THEATER doing
moneywise? “The first year’s the
toughest,” he admitted. But he’s not in
the red. “I'm in the light black,” McGo-
vern said.

The Royal Oak Music Theatre has
not abandoned its role as a movie
house, occasionally offering a contem-
porary musical series. Recently, the
theater was sold, out with a showing of
the three-hour film Woodstock,”
marking the 10th anniversary of the
real-life rock extravaganza.

The Motor City Organ Society main-

tains the theater’s 1928 Barton Theatre

Pipe Organ, which is the second largest
in the metropolitan area (next to
Detroit's Fox Theatre organ).

Prominent organist Hector Oliviera
will play a concert Feb. 16 on the Roy-
al Oak Theatre organ.

The theater- also is undergoing its
first largescale restoration in 15

years. Approximately §20,000 has been *

spent on the stage and thrust, addi-
tional lighting, as well as painting the
interior. “We’re trying to keep, that
Gothic look to it,” McGovern said.

Meadow Brook Theatre
presents ‘Blithe Spirit’

Actors whose p credits
include New York, Kullywood and
London, have been cast in the Mead-
ow Brook Theatre production of
Noel Coward's farce, “Blithe

k run

'rheater

Spirit,” which opens a ¢
Thursday at 8:30 p.m. on. the Oak-
land University campus near
Rochester.

Michael Allinson, who played at
Meadow Brook earlier this season
as General Burgoyne in “The Devil's
Disciple,” has returned to play the
central role that Coward himself
originated in London.

The character is Charles Condo-
mine, a cool novelist, a scoffer at
the idea of ghosts. His troubles be-
gin when he arranges a seance in his
country home to get material for a
new book, bringing in a kooky medi-
urn for the purpose, named Madame
Arcati, who will be played by
Jeanne Arnold.

Miss Arnold will be remembered
for her performances last year at
Meadow Brook in “She Stoops to
Cnnquer " “Picnic” and “The Corn is
Gree

MADAME ARCATI is piqued
that Condomine doubts her occult
powers and she demonstrates her
gift in a way the novelist can never
forget. She summons up the spirit of
Elvira, Condomine’s departed first
wife. Elvira's ghost can only be seen

and heard by Condomine, much to
the consternation of his second wife,
Ruth, who will be played by Valerie
French. Elvira will be portrayed by
Cheryl Giannini, Meadow Brook ac-
tress who played Lady India in
“Ring "Round the Moon" last month.
Others in the production will be Ken J.
Graham, Mary Benson and Louise,,|;
Martin. A

“Blithe Spirit” is being staged by,
Terence ‘Kilburn with a setting by’
Donald Beckman, lights by Fred
Fonner and costumes by Mary Lyan
Bonnell.

Tickets for “Blithe Spirit,” which
will run through Feb. 25, may be
purchased at Hudson's or by calling
the Meadow Brook Theatre box off-
ice, 377-3300.

Opening week performances of
“Blithe Spirit™ are scheduled at 8:30
p-m. Thursday and Friday; 2 and
830 pm. Saturday and 6:30 pm.
Sunday. The following three weeks
will offer performances at 8:30 p.m.
Tuesday-Friday, 6 and 9:30 p.m. Sa
urday; 6:30 p.m. Sunday and 2 p.m.
Wednesday. The theater is dark
Monday.

(4 4 .
‘Hold Me! co-stars
TV stars Diana Canova, who portrays Corinne on “Soap,” and Stevd

Landesberg, who plays Arnold Dietrich on-“Baracy Miller,” are thes,
first celebrities to be announced for the Blrmmgham Theatre’s secont”
season. Ms. Canova and Dietrich will co-star in Jules Feiffer’s “Hold
Me,” billed as a madeap, hilarious romp of sketches, skits and vig-
nettes. The show opens the season March 5-10.
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