Folk art’s prime ingredient

is sincerity of expression

By CORINNE ABATT

Probably no artist exemplifies the
heart and soul of folk art better than
the late Clarence Hewes of Lansing.

The artist spent most of his working
years in later life as an employee of the
Lansing Board of Water and Light. He
worked a night shift in an underground
pumping station in the company of loud
turbines. When his duties lagged,
Hewes took to painting the walls and
pillars of the station with colorful
murals. He even decorated the daily
Ipg book with his cartoon like draw-

ipgs.

When C. Kurt Dewhurst and Marsha
MacDowell, curators of folk art at the
Michigan State University museum and
organizers of the folk art show now at
Meadow Brook Gallery, spoke there
recently, they described true folk art-
ists as producing for a limited audi-
ence.

Hewes audience was, at least origi-
nally, limited to the handful of co-
workers who found his bright, Tively
creations pleasant morale builders.

IN DRAWING distinctions between
folk art and popular art, Dewhurst
said, A folk artist never really sets out
to produce for a wide audience—a folk
artist isn’t audience-oriented.”

. When he the 2! of

A display of these envelopes is in the
show of 20th century Michigan folk art
at the gallery. The murals that remain
are still in the underground- pumping
station in Lansing.

Another story which Ms. MacDowell
told illustrates the same theme, creat-
ing for an audience of one. John Young
of East Lansing, sometime billboard
and theater backdrop painter, decided
when his wife became bedridden to
make bright, moveable wind machines
to place outside her window for her to
look at and enjoy. His yard is often
filled with these wind machines with
their gaily painted rudders and articu-
lated figures. A particularly elaborate
one is in the Meadow Brook Gallery
show.

Dewhurst said that when he and Ms.
MacDowell went looking for local folk
artists, “We were looking for folk art
that tells us something about the expe-
rience of living in Michigan.”

As they found the artists, talked with
them and taped the interviews, pat-
terns began to emerge.

ONE GROUP WAS carrying on a
tradition, passed down from one gener-
ation to the next. Alice Bennett who
has preserved the Chippewa Indian
techniques of making strawberry bask-
ets from black ash splints falls into this
group. So do father and son, Stan and

leners he wrote to his daughter i m " Ari-
20ma, Hewes was creating for an audi-
ence of one,

Glen V: p who carve intricate
fans and designs from a single block of
cedar without glue or other adhesive
material.

On a trip to Sweden the curators dis-
covered” this particular art form had
come to Sweden from Russian soldiers
who brought it from (helr cultugal trad-
itions.

Another group are those artists like
Hewes and Young who create for a lim-
ited audience, explaining and exploring
their internal feelings.

Some folk artists produce for a wider
audience (still limited by popular

standards) but refuse to change their
1)

style and approach.

For a fourth group, the art is a testa-
ment of something that means some-
thing to the person creating—a person-
al statement.

“It is something that came out of his
own idea, something he wanted to do,”
said Ms. MacDowell..

Among her examples were the pop
bottle house in Kaleva made by John

Jacob Makinen. This man who died in-

1942 owned and operated the North
Western Bottling Works. He laid some
60,000 bottles in masonary, bottom out
for a smooth surface. He spelled out
the words happy home on the front and
included designs on the sides. The home
which Makinen never had a chance to
live in is now in danger of making way
for road improvements.

PAUL DOMKE'S garden and prehis-
torical zoo in Ossineke is testament to

one man’s desire to create. The zoo in- "

cludes a large selection of dinosaurs
which Domke researched and then

Communities have their day
with the Detroit Symphony

On Friday, Feb. 16, the

of Farmington, Farmington Hills,
Westland, Livonia, Plymouth and

Northville will be hondred by the De-
troit Symphony Orchestra at the mors-
ing Coffee Concert.

Linda Snedden Smith, a Farm-
ington Hills resident and first vio-

* linist with Detroit Symphony
Orchestra, will be one of the sym-
phony members introduced to the
audience at the Feb. 16 Coffee Con-
cert. The periormance wdl honor

The “Ce Day” is one in a se-
ries of reach-out programs organized
to attract _larger audiences from the
metrapolitan area suburbs. The special
day-is sponsored by the symphony in
conjunction with National Bank of De-
troit (NBD) and Southeastern Michigan
‘Transportation Authority (SEMTA).

One of the highlights of the concert is
that the spotlight falls on those sym-
phony members who are residents of
the communities being honored.

The $8 package includes transporta-
tion by bus and the concert. Those who
choose to stay for lunch at the Detroit
Plaza may purchase a package ticket
for $15.

Charter buses will leave about 9:15
a.m. from Kendallwood Shopping Cen-
ter, Twelve Mile and Farmington
Road; Livenia Mall, Seven Mile gne
Middlebelt; and Westland Mall, at War-
ren and Wayne.

Barbara Diles, group sals manager

orchestra’s calendar is the Opera/Bal-
let Festival in the spring.

made using a concrete foundation, steel
framework which he covered with
cement and other materials.

The curators said that folk art has
appeal and is collected for several rea-

sons.

“The American public collects folk
art for its aesthetic art values,”
Dewhurst said. He compared the ap-
peal of African and Oceanic art to
American folk art.

“THE SOCIAL SCIENCE community
an historical document,” Ms. Mac-
Dowell said.
looks at folk art for its cultural impli-

cations and historians read folk art as _

All three groups are now paying
more attention to folk art and a fourth
emerging group is beginning to collect
folk art as a popular culture.
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Many uses of herbs
told in FCC class

A six session class with
an authority on growing
and using herbs begins at
7:30 p.m. Friday, Feb. 2
in Farmington Communi-

ty Center. wreaths and pressed
“The Magic of Herbs” flower pictures for those
will explore the history of ~ who enjoy crafts.

herbs, the spice trade,
and then show the many
ways herbs can be used;
for flavor In cooking, for
fragrance in potpourri
and pomanders, for
crafts, and for medicinal

munity Center.

Carolyn Jamison, a
graduate of Ohio State
University, is herb con-
sultant for the Detroit
Garden Center. She has
planted the herb gardens
at Cranbrook, and has
lectured and served herb
luncheons to groups for
the past ten years.

Class participants will
learn - about garden de- -
sign and growing meth-
ods for herbs. They will
also see samples of herb

Herb luncheons have
always been popular spe-
cial events given by Mrs.
Jamison in cooperation
with Farmington Com-

Her next Iuncheon for
purposes. the center, called “Taste
What Herbs and Spices
Can Do,” is part of the
“Entertaining With a
Flair Series,” set for Feb.
14,

Registration for the
class and reservations for
the lunch are necessary
and can be-made by call-
ing the center, 477-8404.

Cheap Heat.

8-PACK PEPSI

Returnables

Plus -
Deposit
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FINALLY, THERE'S AFIREPLACE HEATER THATREALLY WORKS,
REALLY SAVES YOU MONEY, AND WILL LAST FOR YEARS.

McCABE

hone: 553-0120

DETROIT LOCATION:
18570 GRAND RIVER AVE

31950 12 MII.E RD.. FARMINGTON HILLS, M1,

Phane 836-3752

heating unit.

CONSTRU!

to come.

BLOWING FAN.

Introducing the revolutionary
Firelron—the only cast iron fire-
place heating system. The Fireiron
offers you four distinctive advan-
tages over any other fireplace

SOLID CAST IRON
ICTION.

The Firelron is made from 95 lbs. of
cast iron, not painted tubular steel.

This incredibly sturdy construction

means reliable heating for years

SUPER-POWERFUL

The Firelron features an air-cooled
blowing unit that circulates air
under pressure until it's supgrhegled

HEAT[NG

The Firelron
easily heats an

entire room and keeps

itwarm well aﬁerthe last

log has been added. In tests,
the Firetron heated a 400 sq. ft.
room for over 6 hours at 722

COST SAVINGS ~

WARRANTY PROTECTION.
The Firelron can recapture up to
60% of the heat that's now escap-
ing up your chimney. And our full
S5Year Warranty assures you of cost
savings for years.

Come in today and see the

TRUNKLOAD

for the thinks of
Days as an introduction [or groups who
wish to attend any of the symphony'’s
performances.

“IF YOUR GROUP can fill up a bus
I can make any kind of arrangements
you wish with a lot of options,” she
said, “whether it is for one of the
orchestra’s evenmg performances, a
Friday morning coffee concert, Sunday
afternoon Kresge Family Concert or a

the of F
Farmington Hills, Weslland Livo.
nia, Plymouth and Nerthville.

Pops.
“There is a perfect entertainment
package for everyone.”
One of the next big ones on the

8 Mile & Haggerty Rloads
{Just West of 1-275)

464-4121

* RED & WHITE OAK » HICKORY
® ASH e WILD CHERRY

SAVE DELIVERY CHARGE o SAVE $5$
APPLE CREST FARMS

Open Friday 3-6 p.m.
Sat. & Sun. 10-5 pm.

ind blown out of the di

&

™=

Courteous, Qualified

P Philip B. Thomas, Ine:\
Income / 3
Tax
Service

Speclatizing In (ndNidusl
Tax Retums o Reasonable
Rates.

9. Darnwell

Over 25 Years Experience

Specializing in Personalized Custom
Designing & Creative Styling of Jewehy

nozzles. This powerful fan means
better heating—all over your room.

amazing Firelron. Once you
see this demonstration,
you'll be convinced.

12,

5 Mile at Farmington
GA2-1155 — 937-1611

OPEN DAILY 9 a.m.-9 p.m. SUNDAY 10 am.-3 p.m.

“The only all cast iron fireplace furnace”
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HARDWARE

RESTAINGING

33425 Grand River
Suite B 1

ranco UNLESS OTHERWISE

THEN EFFECTIVE RATE,

JEWELRY » REPAIR « REMOUNTING 26 Week term,
ke S $10,000 MINIMUM DEPOSIT, °
AUTOMATICALLY
RENEWABLE AT THE

9.62% ANNUAL RATE

MONEY MARKET CERTIFICATE

0.25%
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SALE ENDS FEBRUARY 8, 1979 ~

CARPET » HAIDWOOD 13 Mile & Orchard Lake Road
! . NO-WAX VINYL FLOORS "
f FR -
' ESTIMATES 4741144

O&E

CONTRACTORS, INC. 32210 W. 8 Milo » FARMINGTON

SAVINGS & LOAN
22725 ORCHARD LAKE RD.
* Phone 474-7250

Open Daily 9:30105, Frivay 93010 7
Salurday 9:30 o 12
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