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Schoolcraft college initiates

¢

By MAURIE WALKER

1ln education, as in many fields,
gowth often leads to a deterioration of
communications. As school systems
grow, then tend to lose contact with
each other.

1To help remedy the situation, School-
craft College this year initiated a series
of meetings with the five school dis-
tricts which make up the college dis-
triet.

+To date, meetings at the college have
been held with Garden City; Plymouth
and most recently the Clarenceville
séhool districts. Future meetings are
planned with the Livonia and North-
ville districts.

;C. Nelson Grote, Schoolcraft presi-
dent, said the college trustees and staff
décided on these meetings “because we
wanted to become better acquainted
with the surrounding districts.

1“These meetings give us and mem-
bers of the school districts the opportu-
nity to swap ideas and to learn how we
can cooperate and perhaps help solve
each others problems,” Grote said.

:Schoolcrait College’s area is made
up of five school districts in Wayne,
Oakland and Washtenaw Connties.

Rosina Raymond, a Schooleraft trus-
tde, told the 26 persons attending the
meeting with Clarenceville, that “the
school districts created Schooleraft
College, it is important that we get
together.”

Local grad honored

i Included among the more than 100
ghaduates completing their degree re-
quirements in December 1978 and hon-
ored at a recognition service at Val-
paraiso University on Dec. 15 was
Christopher Jordan, of 32260 W.
‘Twelve Mile Rd., Farmington Hills.

-Jordan was awarded a degree in
business administration. >
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David McDowell said his district has
always supported Schoolcraft.

“As the systems grew, we lost con-
tact with each other. I hope these meet-
ing will bring us back together,”
McDowell said.

As part of the “getting to know you”
gathering, Clarenceville Board Presi-
dent Samuel Prisk gave a slide presen-
tation explaining the history of
Clarenceville.

“Our school district was formed on
Jan. 26, 1837, It was originally an Indi-
ansettlement,” hesaid. .

His slides included pictures of the
area, including Eight Mile Road when
it was a two-lane highway lined on both
sides by trees.

McDowell said as of last October, the
distriet’s enrollment was 2,606 stu-
dents.

“Prior to the opening of Schooleraft

College, only 24 percent of our students -

planned to attend college,” he saiq.
“When the college opened, the figure
Jjumped to 50 percent.”

Grote said the college, which opened
in 1964, is located on 182 acres in the
northwest corner of Livonia.

“We have also suffered a decline in
enrollment,” he said. “Two years ago,
our enroliment reached a high of 10,136
but has tapered off since then.”

More than half the Schooleraft stu-
dents are over 30 years old and most
work fulltime or part-time giving us an
all-time low in credit hours, Grote said.

He added that 71 percent of the stu-
dents are in
careers and for the first time in the
school’s history there are more women
enrolled than men. Women make up 51
per cent of the enrollment. Grote cred- .
ited the-increase to the new Women's
Resource Center.

Fred Stefanski, acting vice president
for instructional affairs and dean of
arts and sciences at the college, said
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that will benefit high school students.

“We provide a program here which
we realize you can’t at Clarenceville
because of facilities. This encourages
students to come here.”

Edward McNally, vice president for
student affairs, said that fall 1978 en-
rollment figures, show that of the 7,894
students at the college, 117 were from
Clarenceville.

“Of these Clarenceville graduates,
62, or 53 per cent, were male students
and 55 were females. Of the 5,582 who
were career students, 80 were from
Clarenceville. Transfer students (those
moving on to other colleges) totaled
2,312 with 37 of them coming from
Clarenceville.”

“Another item discussed , was the up-
coming special election March 26 in
which the college is seeking one mill
for capital outlay.

Vice Chairman Harry Greenleaf of
the Schoolcrait board, said the addi-
tional millage “is needed to help keep
us remain a top coliege.

“We are concerned with maintaining
quality education. We are not looking
at the operating budget. Our plant and

get acquainted’ meetings

facilities are nearly 20 years old and
these old structures take more money
tokeepup.”

Paul Kadish, who chaired the meet-
ing, said the college would not be treat-
ing the taxpayers fairly if they didn't
keep up the facilities.

“We need the one mill, which is a re-
stricted millage for capital improve-
ments for equipment and maintenance.
We served some 60,000 people in the
past. If we want to continue to do so,
we need the help of the residents. 1
hope they will support us by approving
this one mill."

Schooleraft officials were interested
in the split school tax collection which
Clarenceville recently had approved by
the Farmingten Hills council.

McDowell said he had been trying
for three years to get people moving on
the idea which allows part of the taxes
to be collected in July and the rest in
December instead of having all taxes
collected just once a year.

He said the Clarenceville board
found out recently that residents don't
object to the double collection and it
saves the local district a lot of money
in interest payments on loans.
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