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Readers’ Views On 1-City

Welday Opposes Consolidation, Defends Allen

EDITOR:

I write this letter as 2
concerned resident and cltizen
of the City of Farmington. 1t 1s
not intended as 2 reply to Dr.
Blumberg’s open letter to John
Allen which appeared in your
paper on Oct. 29 (Councilman
Allen can and, I am sure, wilt
want fo respond for himself )
but my writing is prompted by
the doctor’s letter.

Why does the consolidation
questfon create the kind of per-
sonal outburst and attack upon
“close friends” as displayed in
Dr, Blumberg's letter? Why
make-or publicize-accusations
against the individual, when It
Is solely the issue which is In
Question? Why berate Allen as
2 persun primarily on the ground
that he las been one of the very
few to publicly oppose consoli-
dation of the several commu-
nities encompassed by the pro-
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posal to do so?

Dr. Blumberg emphasizes
that “almost every leader. . .
HAS come out In favor of & YES
vote, . .”, and then he accuses
M. Allen of not being a leader
because Mr. Allen is not a
followerl 1f there is logic to
this  argument, that loglc
escapes me. For me to come
to a deciston on the merits of
a proposition, I Intend to ex-
amine the quality of the post-
tions and the agreements;

.1 refuse to be
swayed by the quantity of the
endorsements and to acceptthat
as a standard by whichthe merit
of the proposition itseif should
be welghed. 1 expect a leader
to do the same thing.

We all have the privilege
of stating the proposition in our
own way, and we all have the
privilege of determining what,
to ourselves, s the ‘“merit”
of the proposition. To me the
leading question presented by
consolidation is not * what will
the proposed charter say™, but
rather the key and cructal ques-
tion 1s: “Does consolidation--
under any form of charter--
offer sufficient advantage to the
present city of Farmington to
make It worth while?”

And before any one of us pro-
ceeds to make any answer to
that question, we must first
recognize the plain, simple,un-
alterable, unchallengable fact
liat consolidation destroys the
present city, It has to destroy
the city, It cannot help but
destroy the city. By definition,
consolldation would destroy the
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of
tion which have been urged to
e ure;

1. Consolidation will broaden
the city’s taxbaseand pre-
vent the present tax base
from “crumbling’, This
patently is not true. Con-
solidation willnot‘¢broad-
en the city’s tax base”
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at all. It will simply
merge that base into the
existing tax base of the
already larger--both geo-
graphically and polltical-
ly=~township of Farming-

ton,
Consolidation can prevent
the city from belng land
locked, without a volce in
deciding its border des
velopment. Agaln, patent-
Iy not so. Ko city can
contral  development a-
cross from its borders.
This Is true whether the

o

clty 1s large or smali.
The truth of the matter
is that the larger the clty,
the less that adverse bor=

der  development will
affect the total population
of the clty.

Lad

Consolidation can be used
to factlitate downtown re-
development. Maybe yes,
maybe no, Consolidation
can alse mean that the
time, talent, money, and
services  which  would
otherwise have gone into
downtown  redevelopment

Wants To Save

EDITOR:

When the consolidation issues
were first presented to us, the
citizens of the Cityof Farmlng-
ton, I like many pecple in the
clty began thinKIRe hard about
a lot of thing: %mm
an economlic viewpoint, but an
esthetic and moral one as well,

At first, T was Inclined to
think as John Allen, “Small
is best,” After all the city
1s a small, old, charming and
complete in {tselt, town, Wnat,
really, did we owe the town-
ship and their myriad of grow-
ing problems-nothing? We were
small, we had a very adequate
police department, fire depart-
ment, and preity good, pald-for
streets. Let’s hang onto these
things and keep the clty the
same, unchanged and famiMar
Farmington we liked best,

Besides I respect the judg-
ment and admire the contrl-
butions made to this city by
men ke John Allen. Without
thinking too much more about
1t or reading the fssues, I
decided  then, “What's good
enough for John 1s good enough
for me,"
P

I FINALLY began to read
and became more involved in
all the issues. 1 heard pros
and cons refterated often and
was forced to change my ways
of thinking,

1 also began to realize more
and more why many people,
Intelligent people, are bastely
suspiclous of change. Some act-
uzlly fear it, But this is not
the 19th century and we cannot
afford to think in 2 small way,
Small can also mean small,
nearsighted, thinking, small
goals and small results,

This whole consolidation
issue is not simply2n economic
move for Farmington, If it
were then most well-informed
people would have to admlt, in
the light of the Issues pre-
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“are urgently needed
elsewhere'”,
Consolidation would glve
the city a volce in 2 36
square mile area, Instead
of a volce in only a 2.6
square mile area. On the
“one- man, ope vole
princtple, I am now one
voice in about 100,000
It we however, I would
have one volce in 50,-
000 -- soon to be one
volce in 100,0001 I like
the proportion better the
way It s,

it

Consolidation now does not
offer enough to make me want
to destroy the present City of
Farmington. 1 intend therefore,
to vote against the proposition.

To Dr, Blumberg 1 add that,
while 1 am not oné of the civic
or club leaders or government
offlclals who you Hst,Iam cne
of those who support Mr, Allen’s
position on the tssue,

So far as [ am concerned,
Mr,

Allen 1s ‘still a jeader.

DONALD F. WELDAY JR.

City She Loves

2000, It's like not wanting your
children to grow up which s
natural but also unrealistic!
There 1s also an esthetic
issue Involved in comsolida-
tion.  But to preserve what
we have should 2lso mean, not
only what we have In the pre-
sent clty but the potentfal we
have in the whole 36 mile area
of Farmington Township,
There 1s a doubt in some
people’s minds, including John
Allen’s about the abllity and
good intentions of 2 group of
nine strangers comprising the
charter They ask

sented, that
our only loglcal course, the
sooner the better,

There are many diehards in
our city, who have stated, some
publicly, that they are willing
to pay twice the price In taxes
that 1t might eventually cost
the city to retaln the status
quo and be left alone, I feel
this Is a pretty selfish attitude,

There are many families fn
our clty that couldn't posstbly
afford doubled taxes,
.o
WE CAN'T posstbly remain
immune to future encroach-
ments  involving added free-
ways, proposed finterchanges,
afrports and industrfes loom-
tng up on all four sides of us
with the present Tate of growth
projected to include 120,000
people In this area by the year

Christensen Opposes

Editor:

As a former candidate for
councilman In the City of Far-
mington last April 7, 1 took a
firm stand on a ‘no’! vote for
consolidation and incorpora-
tlon. T felt at that time as I feel
today that it 1s not a solu-
tion to the many problems that
confront the City of Farming-
ton, T took my stand thenasa

i cltizen and not as a leader of

the community at heart. I will
further conform my feelings as
a citizen of the community, not
as a leader, but as a fellow
voter,

I feel that we're all smoke-
screened by pald literature,
mimeographed forms, by sup-
posed spokesmen of various
clubs and religious groups and
subdivisions, without prior
knowledge of the before men-

.Honed, They say it will not be

«thls* and they say 1t does not
mean “that” but what they do
not say (hat in reality it will
cost us dollars and cents whe-
ther we Hve In the city or
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township, or Wood
Creek Farms,

They tell us, the people in
the city, that we Wil be land-
locked with 2,6 square miles
and no room to expand.

ways which have long beenhere
and still exist with an identity.

Our fire protection for a
city of our size is one of the
top in the patlon, as well as
our 1aw enforcement.

Our tax rates per capita is
ahead of our nelghboring com-
munities. 1, as a citizen, feel
that our roads are the best
in the state, Our DPW Is one
of the best. I can get home
in the wintertime, Ihave very
adequate garbage and trashcol-
lection jolntly by the city and
their private collectors.

The people that are pushing
the affirmative vote for con-
solidation use reports from the
community development of MSU
but do not tell you of other
exhaustive studies that do not
freely agree with them. They
say only that a ‘yes* vote will
allow a charter commission to
translate the recommendation,
they do not truthtully say
how {0 get away in plaln Eng-
Ush, from numerous ballotsand
and elections that will cost x
dollars in the future,

They state that further ex-~
tenslon of present area-wide
consolidation approaches to 1o-
cal services with examples of
Farmlnz‘m public schoals,

With rumors, thi
1y important when you consider
that a “no’ vote commits us
to a landiock similar to the very
small citles along Woodward
Ave,, with worn out tax hase,
with an ever {ncreasing hun-
ger for services which must be
satisfled with ever increasing
taxes.

But they do not tell you that
our charter has a tax limita-
ton of “X" numbef of mill,
They also do not tell you that
we are not on Woodward Ave.,
we are on Grand River Ave.
and have beenby-passed by free-

enter,

Farmington Public Library,

47th District Court, I grant you

um these are prime examples
a

how can they sit down together
and draft a charter glving
everyone what they basically
and personally want?

They can't, No charter can
do thls. There will be com-
promises. Compromise is an
accepted part of our demo-
cratic process. But It is also
true that everyone of us can
and shoald make sure that a
good charter Is written so that
when it 1s completed we can
use our vote and elther accept
1t or refect it,

Hanging onto the status quo
is not the answer today. It
would leave township botndar=
tes open for annexation, more
problems, wasted dollars, and
haphazard growth,

PP

1 WOULD LIKE to see this
whole area, not just my nelgh-
borhood, pian well together with
all its eftizens becoming vit-
ally concerned and involved with
preserving the natural beauty
of Farmington.

I would like to have some
voice In the future in declding
how many gas statlons will go
up on the corner of Halstead
and 11 Mile Road, where the
parks and recreation areas for
everyone are to be placed,

For too long both the city
and township governments have
done too little for the poverty
pockets In our areas, The
southern strip of the township
has no volce on the township
Board of Superyisors.

‘There are families in these
areas of eight and nine which
are lving In three rooms and
paying $140 monthly rent. Many

Reader Questions
Nov. 4 Ballot

EDITOR:

After reading all the argu-
ments. my only question on
consolidation is why the propo-
nents for consolidation are
trying so hard to delude the
people into believing that they
are not going o vole on the
consolidation issue with a ‘yes’
vote? When in fact. they will
vole for or against consolida-
tion

The Charter C

of the children of this area
are In the Head Start program
supported by federal funds,
Some of these little candidates
for  kindergarten don't even
know thetr complete names and
are scared to death of running
water and sprinklers, never
having seen thembefore, These
are not Detroit inner city child-
ren, ihis Is Farmington,

This is primarily a moral
issue {nvolving both the town-
ship and the city and one whicii
Telates to consolidation in that
these prodlems can be handled
more effectively by one city
government. None of us can
any longer afford to ignore the
moral obligation here,

You many not agree with me
on all the issues coafronting
us at this Important time In
our history but it is important
and up to every one o! the
voters of thls community to
decide what is most important
to him and his family and to
Farmington, Instead of pro-
crastinating for twomore years
let's decide now and, for Farm-
ington’s sake, vote on Nov. 4.

LOIS McALLISTER
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§ LUNCH
\ MENU

November 3 — 7

MONDAY. NOV' 3
Roast Beef in Gravy.
Mashed Potatoes. Green
Beans. Chilled Apricots,
Hot Roll and Butter. Milk

TUESDAY. NOV. 4
Sloppy  Joe on  Bun.
French Fries. Peas.
Baked Apple Crisp. Milk

WEDNESDAY \0\
Creamed Chi
Mashed Polmues Lule~
slaw. Fruit Cup. Bistop's
Bread and Butter. Milk

THURSDAY, NOV. 6
Pizza with Meat and
Cheese. Salad. Jello with

Fruit, Milk

FRIDAY. NOV. 7
Oven Browned Fish. Hash
Brown Potatoes, Harvard
Beets. Dessert (Cook's
Choice), Corn Bread and
Butter. Mitk
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Not if cheap
insurance means
fess than full
protection.
Different policies are oﬂ'ered by different

fire and casualty companies. But how can you
take advantage of them when you don't
know what they are?

Just ask us. We're independent agents,
representing several reliable insurance

companies offering a range of policies for your
car, home, or business. We'll go over your
coverage with you, compare it with other
policies on the market.

This symbol is your assurance that we are
professional independent agents.
BERGSTROM
INSURANCE

“Ahter we sell we serve”
HOBERT H. BERGSTROM. C.P.C.U.
28700 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD
Farmingtoa, Michigan
PHONE 6264400

m]l ot consider the question
ut will consi-

=

city, but we
alrendy have these, What more
do they have to offer us? Noth-
ing in my opinfon,

I fell that this is another
one of their smoke screens
to dupe the public of thelr
true right opinion, This is a
question for my fellow voters,
to decide and not our self-ap-
pointed presidents, chatrmen,
leaders and spokesmen,

WALTERCHRISTENSEN

der a charter for the consoli-
dated area.

This provokes one to ask the
question: What political ambi-
tions and/or financial inter-
ests do the principal propo-
nents have in the consolidated
area that they are attempting
1o mislead the voters and di-
lute the question of consolida-
tion?

C. FRUDZINSKI
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31322 ORCHARD LAKE ROAD at 14 MILE
(IN THE E. M. COTTONE REAL ESTATE BLDG.)
HOURS: 10 -5, Monday thru Saturday

PHONE 851-4477
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A Cook’s Tour
of Gracious Gifts

Michigan Bankard C)?. / ; Security Charge

DOWNTOWN F
Open Monday, Thursday,

Priced from $1.25 t0 §17.00
Goodlooking gifts for good cooking! Gifts
like these will make your favorite cook feel
like the Queen of the Kitchen!

R\II\GTO\ CENTER  474-0420
Criday. Saturday until9 p.m.




