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Vote‘Yes’

Tuesday

Let’s Find Out What 1-City Can Do

Farmington area residents should vote ‘‘yes™
Tuesday to authorize a charter commission to study
the feasibility of consolidation

There are a number of advantages which could
be gained by joining the four governmental units
within the Farmington Community into a single, new
city.

There ‘are also problems which will arrive
as consolidation is attempted. That's why a
charter commission should be elected -- so resi-
dents can find out if the advantages outweigh
the problems, and then vote on the charter

If consolidation is defeated Tuesday, we will
never know if it was possible to form a single gov-
ernment for our community. We will only know that
our neighbors thought so little about a single city
they did not want to waste time finding out if it was
.the right step.

which there are not solutions. The challenge is not to
become frightened by questions and problems but to
seek answers and solutions.

The Farmington Enterprise & Observer feels
the benefits of consolidation are weighty enough to
make the concept worthy of adoption. Consolidation
is a good idea and ought to be implemented if the
right answers and solutions are found. We believe a
charter commission can iron out the wrinkles. At

made the area one community - you deserve a sin-
gle government. . .

IF THE CHARTER commission writes a poor
charter, or if consolidation proves not to be feasible,
the Enterprise & Observer will recommend a *no”
vote on the charter.

But we must have a charter. Governments
provide services, collect taxes and legislate
b according to powers and restrictions

[ Editorlal

least we think a commission should have a chance.
Each sub-community within the Farmington

Area has problems which need attention. In the last

three weeks, we discussed why residents from the

.

.

WE HAVE NOT heard any questions for which
there are no answers. We know of no problems for

Sity, township and villages should vote “yes” Nov.

Today. we talk to the residents of the Farming-
ton Area and urge that same ‘“‘yes' vote. You have

Divided, We Will Decay;

United, We’ll Preserve

Farmington voters on Nov, 4
wil1 have an opportunity to take
the first step toward bringing
the community under a single
municipal government.,

R s a big step, one that
has rarely been accomplished
in Michigan, and yet 1t 1s astep
;ibat should be taken, We urge
a “yes'r vote on consclidation
and the election of qualified,
forward-looking charter com-
missioners,

In urging this unprecedented
step, we speak not as radical
tinkerers who would casually
wndo nearly a century and a
half of government work, butas
men with strong historlc ties
to the City of Farmington,

P

THE THREE of us have 2
combined total of over 30 years
in city government as former
mayors and cowncilmen, We
have deep roots here, We have
had homes here for many dec-
ades, We have businesses here,
We have a strong interest in

{One of the most significant stotements on consolidotion wos the
join! stotement issved by Defos Homlin, Ken Loomis and Tracy Conroy.
Their views are supported by o combined 30 years government service in
the Farmington Area. The stotement is reprinted below.]

preserving thecttywe have ser-
ved so long and that has been
50 good to us,

Curfous as it may seem, in
order to preservethe Farming-
ton we love, we think it ne-
cessary to change Its form of
government, That is, we must
take a long step into consol-
dation stmply to keep what we
have,

The Farmington Area is a
single community right now, It
has 2 single name, a single
history, a single YMCA, a sin-
gle community center, a single
district lbrary, a single Elks
Lodge -- the people have taken
a single community attitude to-
ward nearly everything.

R {s now tim for the muni-
cipal governments to caich up
to the leadership of the peo-
ple, As we have united umself-
ishly to build other {nstitutions

far the common good, It 1s
now time to unite our muni-
cipal governmental efforts for
the work ahead,

.

FARMINGTON IS onthe fron-
tler of the metropoiitan area
and, though rich in history, 1s
still only partly developed,
There is much planning far the
future to be done,

That kind of planning cannot
ve done if we go our separate
ways as 2 city, a township
and two villages -- or even
as two separate cities, Plan-
ning declsions, we know from
experience, are too critical, to
be made on a plecemeal basis,
We should plan together -- asa
single city,

This sert of community-
minded planning we owe to our
children and grandchildren and
to the fine new people who wili

THE EXPERTS--lrving Rozian, John Allen and Gerald Ellsworth, from left,
spoke on consolidation at a meeting of the Farmington Township Road Asso-
ciation. Rozian is a member of the State Boundary Commission, Allen is a

* Farmington City Councilman and Ellsworth is a candidate for consolidation

ba making the Farmington com-
munity their home as we grow.
And we also owe this kind ofto-
tal community to those whowant
to preserve the Farmington they
have bullt up over the years.

From our experience in city
government, we further rec-
commend that the charter of a
unified city be written to pro-
tect the Interests of the peo-
ple In the present, separated
governments, This is entirely
feasible,

Many citizens have paid for
a high level of facilities and
services, As the future level
of services and facliities {sex-
panded, we are concerned that
those Who have already been
assessed not be penalized, The
charter will have to be care-
fully drafted in this respect
but we are confident that it
can be done, -

With those interests protect-
ed In the new charter, then w2
expect to be able to glve It
our warm endorsement when 1t
comes before the people for a
vote In step two of the new.
city process,

.

WHILE THE PAST and the
present have been good to all
of us, the wmvarnished truth is
that we cannot preserve the sta-
tus quo by malntaining our city
boundary the way it is,

A community that continues
to be divided In Its govern-
ment can neither save what
has been patfently bullt in the
past nor prepare for the fu-
ture.

“Divided, we will decay, Un-
ited, we can preserve and

4.

We, therefore, urge & “yes”

vote on consolidation on Nov. 4.

Existing
Unification

one community. There is a unity shown in all aspects
of the community's life with one exception -- govern-

{Evert photo)

Gutless

Griper

A sad fact about Tuesday’s because the guy who stayed

election Is that when the votes

wr,vrikten into charters. There can be no govern-
ment without a charter. You cannot tell what
the single government under consolidation will
be like without a charter.

Area residents have asked plenty of questions
during the past few weeks. They were good questions
and deserve answers. They can be answered by
electing a charter cornmission. If a commission is
not elected, it was a waste of time even to ask ques-
tions.

The ballot Tuesday will read simply: Are you
for consolidation? What it really asks is whether the
voters want to elect a charter commission. You will
not be voting to put consolidation into etfect until you
approve a charter.

WHAT ARE all the advantages of consolidation
which are worthy enough to establish a charter
commission to explore how to use them? A few fol-
low:

. Consolidation would further cement this unity in
spirit of the Farmington Community; it could result
in better roads, increased police and fire protection,
and a single plan for the future; consolidation would
provide professional administrative staff to attack
area problems and by eliminating competition and
bickering would encourage better development to
improve the tax base; consolidation could result in
more efficient taxation and would prevent the town-
ship from being robbed by further annexations.

One thing consolidation will not do is change
the living environment of any of the four gov-
ernmental areas. There will still be a downtown
in the city with a residential ring around it; the
residential character of the villages will remain.

A change in the form of government does not

alter geography or'result in destruction of exist-

ing neighborhoods. Consolidation can help keep

Farmington what it is and will not change envi-

ronments of neighborhoods.

A consolidated city is better for township resi-
dents than an incorporated city. The villages cannot
afford to “'go it alone™ and consolidation gives them
a voice in moulding the future. If the city maintains
the status quo, it will deteriorate and the declining
tax base will result in higher taxes.

The single-city concept appears to be an answer
for all governmental units. Residents of all areag
should vote yes Nov. 4 to find out.

Farmington Enterprise & Observer

The Other Side

Allen Ends

(The following orticle is the last in a series written by City
Councilman John Allen expressing his views why residents
should vote “no" Nov. 4.)

Four million dollars: That's the figure submitted
by the Farmington City manager on Oct. 15, 1969 as
the probable minimum cost of facilities to begin a
new city with a level of services comparable to what
Farmington City now has.

The city's share of this is $1 million. That is
what you and I, the citizens of Farmington, will pay
for the privilege of becorning part of a new big city.
That is the cost of getting started including a Public
Works Department, added police and fire facilities.
and minimum parks and recreational development. -

The report requested by the propoenents of con-
solidation and myself does not include costs of reas-
sessments, establishment of new records, relocating.
remodeling, etc. The estimate is conservative. None
of this is needed by the citizens of Farmington if we
do not consolidate.

Can you imagine what Farmington could prov-
ide in the way of additional service and convenience
with $t million? How about three million dollars for
township roads?

*

~ Iistimate $4

*

Arguments

 The credibility gap has reached a new dimension
in reaching for a conclusion that the people of this
city have anything to gain. The cold facts-are:

1. Our present city is well-established. well
equipped, well-managed, and offers an eco-
nomical responsive form of government.

2. Merging with the township and beginning a
new city will bring many problems, higher
taxes and poorer service right now.

3. We are being pushed by the commercial and
politically involved interests beyond all rea-
son. Failing to prove a need, some proponents
have found it necessary to direct personal
attacks.

4. Important facts have been withheld from the
people. There is no lack of paid advertising,
propaganda and high sounding moral declara-
tions. But how can even the most dedicated
people justify withholding this kind of impor-
tant information?

Only you and I can stop this - and right now!
Get out and vote. Call vour neighbor. call your
friends. sound the alarm! Let's put that million dol-
lars where it belongs,.right back in the pocketbook
Vote no to consolidation.

*

Million For

Police, Fire, DPW, Parks

(The following letter from City Manager John Dincn ta
the Farmington City Council is reprinted af the request of
City Councilman John Allen. The lefter is dated Oct. 15.)

be no immedlate need for addi~
tonal admluistrative facilities

proxmately 35 employes. We
belleve that the police facliltles

ment.

Consolidation would unify the community’s four
governments into a single government to serve
the entire area. Examples of unity which now

exist are:

A single District Court, library district, post off-
ice. school district, community center, Chamber of
Commerce, and a single history with a single name.

Groups which draw members from the en-
tire area are: youth guidance committee, Jay-
cees, YMCA, Elks, Historical Society, Exchange

Club, VF

‘W, American Legion, DAY,

AAUV,

BPW, Artist Club, Masons, Jobs Daughters,
Order of Eastern Star, Garden Club, Farming-
ton Musicale, Rotary, Farmington Players,
Farmington Community Arts Council, and Far-
mington Area Recreation Commission. .

The area has a community concert band which
draws members and support from and entertains the
single community. The community's local newspaper
serves the entire area and is not restrictéd by gov-

ernmental boundaries.

Because Farmington has a single history, the
community has one Founders Festival when all resi-
dents observe the area’s rich heritage.

Musicians To Swing

FARMINGTON

The music department of
Farmington High School will
present a concert of four groups
from the instrumental muslc
department on Sunday, Nov. 16
in the high school auditorium,
The concert will feature the
orchestra, the band, the wind
ensemble, and the marching
band, and will begin at 3 p.m,
The orchestra and bands will
perform masterworks from the
classics as well as a number

of current “hits.’ The march=
ing band will feature the twirlers
and its fine percussion section
and perform numbers which
were highlights during the 1969
marching season,

In addition to appearing at
all home games, the marching
band has performed this year
at the Walled Lake Central =
Farmington game in Walled
Lake, and led the Miss Amer=
fca parade In West Bloomfleld
in October,

are counted the result will be
determined, not by the manwho
voted, but by the guy who stayed
‘home,

During my newspaper ca-
reer, I have served as editor
for 10 different municipalities,
And there has been a common
denominator - “the  gutless
griper.”

v

THE GUTLESS GRIPER is
my description for the manwho
complalns but never votes, I
have absolutely no respect for
that man and cznnot aiford to
waste my time listening to his
gripes.

This character will spend an
hour on the telephone fiiling
the editor’s ears with gripes
about bad roads, faulty sewers,
open ditches, faulty bulding
codes, too many apartments,
high taxes, etc. But he refuses
to wait In line for 30 minutes
to vote,

our gutless griper is not in-
terested in solving problems or
seeking solutions. That would
put him out of business, He'd
rather cuss out governmentany
day then try to changeit, That's
good old Americanism --fight
city hall, petition, write letters,
attend meetings and gripe --but
for heaveu’s sake, don’t vote,

If consolidation s defeated
‘Tuesday, it will be because our
gutless griper stayed home. A
man whosees 5o many problems
ought to be interested in seeking
solutions but he won'tbe <~ he'l}
stay home. That's sad, really,

home could negate the efforts
of the man who cared enough to
vate,

D

BEFORE EVERY election,
editors make an appeal for ail
restdents to get outand vote.
Forgive us but we can’t belp
ourselves, We want all our
readers to partictpate indemos
cracy,

The man who doesn’t vote
Tuesday gives up his right to
complain, But unfortunately,
we cannat inspect a resident’s
voting record when he comesin
to gripe.

I you have ever talked to me
about a problem in Farmington
T expect you to vote Tuesday.
I not, you have betrayed my
confidence and cheated
yourseld,

Some residents will use the
excuse: ‘1 didn't vote because
T was still undectded,” In this
election, the undecided voter
should vote ‘‘yes,’”

e

THERE ARE a number of
residents who are undecided
about the value of consolida~
tion itself, but realize they will
have a second vote and can de-
feat the charter then, Consoli~
dation cannct become effective
without @ charter. If a charter
is defeated, consolidation is
defeated --at the second vote.

The undecided voter showld
vote yes' Nov. 4 andbuy time
to inspect a charter andexplore
the question further. Or if he
wants, vole ‘no'’--that, at
least, would be better than
staylng home,

«aWe are attaching hereto the
report developed by Ted
DeBaene, director of public
services, relalive to needed
equipment it the DPW were re-
quired to service new consoll~
dated Farmington Area, De-
Baene utilized the City of South~
field as a guideline in his fore-
cast of required equipment for
the DPW to adequately provide
services for the consolidated
area the same as provided for
the City of Farmington. He es-
timates this cost to be $272,000
and also projects the ultimate
DPW bullding to be approxi-
mately 90,000 square feet of
floor area at a cost of $1.2
million, so we would need cap-

in the

could be allocated between the
facllities without the necessity

area of 140 acres and ulti-
mately exceed 300 acrestopro-
vide the same level of serv-
fce per caplta,

“Park development can ex-
ceed land costs by approximate-
ly 300 per cent on &n inftial
park acquisition and develop-
ment of land at $600,000 and

erk development at $1.8 mil-
on.

“POLICE AND FIRZ Facili-
tles: Presently the city hasone
fire station with two fire appa -
ratus for less than a 3 square
mile area. The township has
four fire stations with six fire
‘apparatus providing service for

of three fire

of
$1.5 milliou for the DPW,

ulf we provide park devel-
opment for the consolidatedar-
ea at the same level as is
presently being provided by the
City of Farmlngton, 35 acres
having less than three square
miles with populatton of12,000,
it would require an {nitial land

33 square miles, It would re -
quire

stations and the acquisition of
six fire apparatus to provide
comparable service, Bullding
$225,000 and fire equipment
$150,000,

“POLICE FACILITIES: Pre-
sently ihe city has efght police
vehicles and a bullding housing
26 employes, The township has
police facilitles housing ap-

Pollution Experts

To Meet At Oakland U

A major topic of public con-
cern today, air pollution con-
trol, will be examined Nov, §
and 6 at the fourth annual Oak-
land University conference for
industrfal and governmental
pollution control personnel,

-The two-day conference will
feature speakers and panel
members In sessions on aneco-
togical approach toalr pollution
control, staté and federal air
polltion abatement progress,
monitoring and evaluating the
atmosphere, the control of par-
ticulate and gaseous pollutants
from power generating facil{-
ties, small industrial inciner-
ators, solvent vapor Incinera-
tors and cement industry pro-
grass in pollution control,

The program will conclude
with a panel discussing spec-
itfc coltection equipment,

Speakers and panellsts for
the state-wide conference in-
clude: Morton Sterling, direc-
tor, Detrolt-Wayne County Alr
Pollutlon  Contro} Agencles;
G.N, Tiberio and James H.
Frazier, General Motors Plant
Engineering; Ralph A, MacMul-
len, Michigan Department of
Natural Resources; and Samuel
H, Thomas, Owens-Corning Fi-
verglas. Also on the program
are Bernard H, Bloomfleld,
Michigan Department of Pub-
lic Health; Robert L, Harrls,
National Air Pollution Con-
trol  Assocfation  and Wal-
ter Dowd of Huron Cement,

Panelists  from the utility
compantes include: Donald H,
Brandt, Consumers Power
Company, and Wayne L, Win-
gert of Detroit Edison,

new bulldings,
It would be necessary for the
township fo triple the nunber
of police vehicles theypresent-
1y have in order to give com-
parable service to that of the
city for area and population
served. New police vehicles
required -- 20, Cost: $40,000.

“ADMINISTRATION BUILD-
ings: We belleve that the ad-
ministrative facilities of the
ftowaship and the city can be
integrated so that there would

in the immediate future if the
areas weve consolidated.

“IN CONCLUSION, #t would
cost approximately 4 millios’
to capitalize factlities to place
the new consolidated city at the
same level of facllities as the
city. Assuming that these funds
could be pald over a 20 year
pertod at an average assessed
valuation of $500 million, it
would cost approximately
$400,000 per year at an aver-
age cost of ,A mills over the
20-year life of these bond is-
sues.”

What $4 Million
Will Cost You

By EMORY DANIELS

Four million dollars is a lot of money, but it
buys a lot of things. Because a city has bonding ca-
pacity. it can be borrowed with a relatively low cost
for individual taxpayers.

The report above should be analyzed on the fol-
lowing basis: What additional services would be-pur-
chased for $4 million and what will be the cost to the
individual taxpayer?

RVICES: the $4 million will purchase a DPW
building and equipment to service the entire area; it
would provide 300 acres of additional parks and rec-
reation facilities: it would pay for three new fire sta-
tions and six additional fire trucks; and it would pay
for 20 new police cars. (It is projected the consoli-
dated city would have a 100-man police force.)

COST: Based on an averaged assessed valuation
of $500 million. the bonds could be paid over 30 years
with a millage levy of .8 mills, or 80 cents for each -
$1,000 assessed valuation.

This means a homeowner with a $40,000
home assessed at $20,000 would pay $16 a year
(§1.33 a month) for the above services for 20
years. Or the homeowner with a $20,000 home
assessed at $10,000 would pay $8 a year (67
cents a month).

And keep in mind the study assumes the new
city will provide the identical services as the present
city. The assumption may be realized but first must
be ratified by the charter commission.




