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" It’s replacing one of mankind’s most
unloved tools, it may prevent heart

s attacks, and people are buying it as

though the ice ages were coming back.

It is a snow thrower, or what could
be thought of as a power snow shovel.
. i This year Americans are expected to

{ buy as many as 850,000, twice the
" record number sold in 1978,

“In snow country, probably one
house in five has one,” said a happy
spokesman for one of the major manu-
facturers. “We can't make them fast
enough, and dealers can't keep them in
stock.”

Near Washington, D.C., one of the
rare hardware store dealers who still
had a few snow throwers left said,
“People phoning around from out of
state sound like they've found the end
of the rainbow when I tell them I've got
one I can save\far them.”

HISTORIANS IGNORE the appear-

ance of the first snow shovel, an inven-

| tion cursed by countless sore-batked

shovelers, the Nationat Geographic So-
ciety says.

But snow throwers, also known as
snow blowers, first appeared on the
scene in quantity about 20 years ago.
Since then they have chugged across
the nation’s snow-covered sidewalks
and driveways four million strong.

Although makers of the lowly snow
shovel say they have plenty of orders,
the more sophisticated snow thrower is

international

Snow blower fever
clears store shelves

fast becoming all but indispensahle for

Americans chronically charmed by -

labor-saving gadgets.

Snow throwers come in all sizes,
from a 15-pounder the maker says will
throw 200 pounds of snow a minute
while clearing a foot-wide path, to ma-
chines weighing 300 pounds that will
chew up a ton of snow a minute and
bare a 32-inch width on every pass up
and down the sidewalk,

MOST ARE self-propelled, and you
walk behind them lawn mower-fashion.
Some are designed for mounting on a
garden tractor. Costs range from less
than $100 to more than $1,000.

“Any price is cheap if it saves me
from killing myself,” says one man in
words to cheer every salesman.

Every winter the American Heart
Association locks with alarm upon
snow shovelers, pointing out that “each
season a heavy snowfall is followed by
flurries of heart attacks and deaths due
to overexertion.”

Many surviving victims remember
too late the seasonal advice of doctors:
Use a small snow shovel, scoop up
small amounts of snow, rest a lot, don’t
get too tired, and — the best idea of all
— pay the kid next door to shovel the
sidewalk for you. .

Even so, clearing a sidewalk is hard-
ly child’s play. By the time you — or
the neighbor kid — have hefted a 15-
pound shovelfull of wet, sticky snow
134 times, you've lifted an entire ton.

Arctic visitor

‘Thiz Smowy Owl paid ecall on
Schooleraft . College ' recently,
spending mnearly an entire day
zooming from building to building
on the Livonia campus. A native of
the northern Canadian tundra, the
bird probably ventured south in
search of food, according to Roger
Sutherland, head of ‘the college’s
biology department. (Staff photo
by Art Emanuel)
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Education is big US export

i
The U.S. imports large quantities of oil, coffee
and television sets, but exports a far more valuable
product: education.  * :
‘This year alone, some 200,000 foreigm- students
are enrolled in USS. colleges and universities, in-

cluding some 2,300 from more than 100 countries at *

the University of Michigan. The U-M ranks fourth
among all US. public four-year institutions in the
number of foreign students enrolled.

‘The highest foreign enrollment is at Miami Dade
Community College, which is a two-year institution,
followed by the University of California-Los Ange-
les, ' the University of Wisconsin and Indiana Uni-
versity.

“The influx of foreign students to this country
has. risen steadily, more than quadrupling in the
past 25 years,” said Jon O. Heise, director of the U-
M International Center.

“Developing countries are placing increased val-
ue jon education, and have greatly expanded the
availability of elementary and secondary schools.
More and more qualified high school graduates
from these countries are applying to American
universities.”

At the U-M, about 15 per cent of the foreign stu-
dents are subsidized by their home governments,

while an estimated 57 per cent are self-funded.

Heise said it's not unusual for cousins, grand-
parents and other relatives to pool their resources
to finance the education of the family’s most likely

candidate,

Foreign student enrollments in American univer-
sities increased by one-third, from 135,000 to
179,000, between 1969 and 1975. But they tripled
during the same period in France, from 35,000 to

120,000, and rose from 20,000 to 100,000 in Canada.

“Politixal problems in Ethiopia, Peru and most
recently Iran are a big factor in this increasek”
Heise said. “When political unrest develops, one of

the government's first responses is to close the
universities.” He attributes most of this year’s in-
crease in foreign enrollments, at Michigan and
elsewhere, to Iranian students.

At the U-M, 76 per cent of the foreign studént
enrollment are male, 70 per cent are at the gradu-
ate level and 64 per cent are married. Nearly one-
third are working toward engineering degrees.

“The admission requirements are strict,” Heise
said. “In addition to meeting the academic qualifi-
cations, the foreign students must be fluent in
English.”
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A TRUSTED NAME IN K'USIC
The finest keyboard products available!

« Baldwin pianos & organs

« Hammond & Allen organs

« Marantz-Pianocordes “memory” pianos

» Young Chang grands & consoles

"+ Sahathil harpsichords.

« Select used instrumenis

Birmingham at 1010 N. Hunter, MI 7 -1177

Also, Detroit & Dearborn
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Save up to 15% on selected custom orders during our Storewide Sale!

As a complete freestanding unit, this wall system will suit all your storage and
entertainment needs. The system has three separate sections which can be
arranged to harmonize with any decor.
104" wide, 71" high and 16%" deep.
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You'll find it only on your beautiful music station.

WJR 96

‘WHERE THE BEAUTIFUL MUSIC IS!

Fisher Building

. THE WARM SOUNDS OF . OVE
Jis WIR-FM’s Valentine to all friends and lovers.

.On Valentine’s Day, Wednesday, February 14th,
:from 8:00 PM to 1:00 AM, you can enjoy the “WARM
.SOUNDS OF LOVE.” There will be warm and
‘beautiful music for friends and lovers—but you
‘already expect that from WJR-FM. The “WARM
:SOUNDS OF LOVE” will combine beautiful music
 with the contemporary thoughts and poetry of love
ithat will make your Valentine’s fight something

‘M

Detroit, Ml 48202

WORK. FOR YOU!

REAL ESTATE NETWORK INVITES YOU TO JOIN OUR)
TEAM OF EXPERTS BY ATTENOING OUR CAREER]




