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By LORAINE McCLISH

Project Find is a cooperative out-
reach program aimed to locate all
persons in the state with special
needs who are not receiving special
education services through the
schools. .

“The figures from Washington and
Lansing tell us that 12 percent of the
population has need for the help we
«offer, but Oakland County has only
‘identified seven percent of that
number,” said Jim Miner, a coodina-
tor for the program in Southeast
Michigan.

“Whether that missing percent is
,out there and we haven't identified
them, or if we just don’t have the full
12 percent living here, we don't
know,” he said.

Miner spoke for all school systems
in his area of jurisdiction who are in-
volved in locating the child from birth
to kindergarden age and those from
16-25 who are eligible for public
school special education.

“When we catch a kid after he's
been in kindergarden for a few
months, and determine he has a prob-
lem then, that kid has lost maybe
three or four years of help he could
have had,” Miner said.

“As to the older ones, the drop-outs,
we've had 2 tremendous amount of
Success turning them around, getting
them training, gétting them independ-
ent, getting them into sheltered
‘workshops.”

MINER the impor-
tance of “catching the kid early” be-
cause as success builds upon success,
so does failure build upon failure.

“Even a minor learning disability
can compound itself over and again
until the kid has lost all confidence,
all assertiveness, and then a soclal
problem develops,” Miner said.

“And it gets progressively worse.
By the time he's at the junior or sen-
ior high level, the peer pressure real-
1y comes to bear.”

Obvious physical, emiotional, neuro-
logical and mental maladies are not
the problem for Project Find; it is the
not-so-obviaus, or even barely unde-
tectable ailment to the untrained eye.

“If a parent suspects she has a

"{ awkward kid, maybe she has just got

an awkward kid. If a child is slow to
talk, he may very weH be a late
bloomer, but that’s what our commit-
tee is all about. We're here to find
out,” Miner said.

Miner asks anyone who has a pres-
chooler, or knows of a preschooler
who has difficulty seeing, hearing,
talking, moving or learning, to call
Don Place at Project Find, Oakland
Schools, 858-2082, or contact their lo-
cal district special education depart-
ment.

ANYONE WHO feels they have a
legitimate concern about their pres-.
choolers' progress will have a screen-
ing set up. The longest wait has been

=N
Psychologist Jim Miner asks anyone who has a preschooler, or
knows of a preschooler who has difficulty seeing, hearing, talking,
moving or learning, to contact Project Find.

Project Find’s

searching for

youth in

need

two weeks.

A team of social workers, speech
pathologists, school nurses and psy-
chologists goes to wark on testing
that takes about 45 minutss. Then
heavy emphasis is put to zercing in on
the suspected area. i

Therapy comes sometimes with
parent and child, or parent and
infant, either at home or at school, or
full time school for the tot. “But al-
ways with much parent-teacher con-
tact.

“Very often parental support and

“acceptance will make the difference.

‘We have 2 saying here: There are peo-
ple who happen to be handicapped
and there are handicapped people.”

Heavy thrust of the special educa-
tion departments is on making the
child want to learn with constant in-
novations to bring the child to max-
imize the best of what he’s got.

“We determine where the child is
now, where is he is capable of going,
and how we are going to get him
there, We do this by -instilling self-
confidence and making him as com-
fortable as possible along the way,”

iner said.

Special education classes extend
through the summer with a total of
230 school days annually.

PROJECT FIND came in with the
tide of Public Act 198, the mandatory
special education act in 1972.

The act provided that all persons
with special needs, from birth to 25
years, have special education ¢lasses
or training made available to them. It
revamped special education pro-
grams throughout the nation.

The  outreach program identifies
most of its handicapped through its
contact with pediatricians, Hospitals,
public health nurses, and -agencies,
susealch,as March of Dimes and'Zaster

Economics can play some role in
an area’s population of handicapped.

Miner belleves that because Oak-
land County has always had a very

- fine reputation for servicing the

handicapped; affluent persons with
handicapped , children have moved
here to take advantage of the special
education program the county offers.
, At the other end of the economic
Scale handicapped children may be
more prevalent because of nutrition
deficiency connected with the preg-
nant mother or poor pre-natal and
post-natal care,

MINER, a psychologist who works
out of offices in Farmington's Clover-
dale School, will take calls of inquiry
at 477-3703. .

The numbér to call in Birmingham
is D:M-!!W; in Bloomfield Hills, ‘851~
2000.

Persons with questions in' Roshes-

ter are invited to call §51-6210, and in
Southfield, 354-8360, :

The number to call in Troy is 689-
6000, and in West Bloomfield, 682-
3555.

Diane Maloney models a natural acturs

mink with wing cross-cut collar.

beige toned-skins with a tinge of lavendar is

becoming very scarce.

Workers

The light

of Mary ecall:

The split skin natural jersey muskrat is
fashioned to make one continuous vertical
stripe on the coat worn by Theresa Abler,
which is topped with a brown dyed fox collar.

(FMB

The three-quarter length coat worn by Jean
Thomas is natural European nutria, let out to
give a straight line. It is fashioned with a self
scarf and tab ties to pleat the sleeve ends.

Time out for fur fash bash

By LORAINE McCLISH

Workers of Mary members covered
themselves in furs that ranged in cost
up to $13,000 to form a parade of fash-
ions from Dittrichs.

“The natural autumn haze mink with
the classie lines is still leading the pack
in demand,” Douglas Behrend told the
women who filled St. Alexander Catho-
lic Church hall for the show.

“It’s the full length coat women still
buy to wear everyday rather than for
only special occasions.”

The general feeling was that though
the white and lighter colored minks are
glamorous, they are not as versatile as
the darker shaders of the fur.

Behrend, representing the fur speci-
alty houses in Detroit'’s New Center
area and in Bloomfield Hills, acted as
commentator for the 50 pieces he
brought to the fundraiser.

The wide range of styles ran from a
white crocheted mink shawl to curly
Spanish lamb numbers suitable for the
skier.

His something-for-everybody went
from the sporty racoon and contempo-
rary red fox up to the classic naturat
stone martin and Canadian sable.

BEHREND DIDNT quote prices
during his commentary, but the mes-
sage was clear enough: buy now if you
are thinking fur.

Prices have jumped dramatically
during the past two and three years
and will continue to do so.

One ruse furriers have used to cut
down costs is the combination of fur
and leather, in varying amounts and an
infinity of styles.

Behrend pointed out several pieces

Helping

By SHIRLEE IDEN
Sometimes a kid just can’t make it.
‘There are children who fail to make

effective relationships with their peers,
their' families and other adults. Some
don't work to their potential in school
and some have behavior problems.

Some youngsters who are disturbed
may be passive and withdrawn and
have no friends. Others may by active-
ly agressive, hostile, bullying — also
without friends.

These kids can be reached and“
helped. In some Oakland County
schools including Southfield and Oak
Park, the Orchards Children’s Service
is trying to do just that.

On Tuesday, Feb. 6 the Orchards
dedicated new offices in the Eleanor
Roosevelt Service Center in Oak Park.
The service is not new. It has been
serving community youth and their

" families since 1962,

“From this office, we hope to reach
farther than ever into the communities

in the show, examples of the perfection
of this combination, known as the cor-
duroy look.

The leather is there, cutting down
the cost of the coat, but fashioned in
such a way as to hardly be seen. The
tiny vertical strips of leather between
the strips of fur give the overall effect
of the welt on corduroy.

Leather down a side panel, Behrend
told the guests, “always narrows the
look.”

He told of the many furs used for
dressing; mink which comes in 15 col-
ors and 78 shades; the wide range of
fashion and price.

“But,” he said, “Dittrichs, who are
known as the finest manufacturers of
furs here are particular. We won’t han-
dle rabbit, for example, because it
‘won't bold up, and we stand behind eve-
ry itern we sell.” f

DIANE MALONEY, president of
Workers of Mary, was pleased with the
event's turnont of more than 200 wom-
en, but not surprised.

“We've worked to build up a follow-
ing for our fundraisers,” she said, “and
you can see we’re doing it. These wom-
en know we have quality, fun and
pleasant parties. They know they are
going to have a good time when they
buy one of our tickets.”

The group's spring rummage sale
has a big following now, and is always
a big money-maker.

“That’s because the church hall looks
like a department store that weekend,”
Mrs. Maloney said. “We sort items for
quality and we're very organized.” -

the three years Mrs. Maloney has
been president, Workers of Mary has
provided carpeting and drapes and

completely remodeled the church hall
kitchen. .

‘The group’s prime function is spiritu-
al direction and friendship; after that,
helping with the needs of the church.

“Everybody is family,” Mrs. Malon-

ey said. “Father (James) Wright sets
the mood and it reflects.”

Models for Fur Fash Bash had their
coiffures done by Men's Quarterly in
Farmington. Makeup was by Mary Kay
Cosmetics.

The mix of natural Norwegian blue fox and leather make up the

powder puif look. The jacket, warn by Rita Turner, is a sporty number

for the young, but very versatile.

the kids who can’t make it

in Oakland County with help,” said
Barbara Stone, chairwoman of the Orc-
hards Children’s Service for the Na-
tional Council of Jewish Women.

The Orchards was started to help
emotionally disturbed boys and
branched out from there. This summer
a day camp for pre-schoolers will open.

GERALD LEVIN, exective director
of the Orchards, said the National

Council of Jewish Women was “coura- -

geous to start a residential care pro-
gram, because you just can't lock up
and leave if things get tough.”

“And it's even more courageous for
them to have gone into the schools to
belp kids already identified as not
going to make it.” .

Children with problems are referred
by Oakland County Schools. The
program’s focus i3 on the child, his
family and his school.

Beatrice Rowe of Southfield, coordi-
nator of the Orchard's Qutpatient Pro-

gram, said -once the school personnel
identify the children in need of service,
social workers from the Orchards se-
lect five children to make a group.

The groups have the five children
and two Orchards staff people, she
said. They do “play therapy” with the
children.

" “We want to help them lead happier
lives and the play therapy is a way to
work at their problems.”

Often the children’s families are in
need of counseling and the Orchards’
social workers attempt to establish an
accepting and frusting i i

THE ORCHARDS’ relationship with
the teachers is aimed at helping them
to understand the nature of the child’s
problem and to deal with it in such a
way that both child behavior and teach-
ing climate are improved.

Currently, the out-patient group
therapy program of the Orchards is
funded by the school systems served,
the Department of Social Services and
private donations.

Guests at the dedication of the Orc-
hards’ new offices included Carl Has-
sel, superintendent of Southiield Public
Schools, i C il

with them as well. The parents also are .

helped to develop an indeperdent work-
ing relationship with the schoo! and its
personnel.

Schaol staffs are also served because
teachers dre often called upon to deal
with-children who may have emotional
and personality difficulties. Problems
interfere not only with the child's work,
but the teacher’s work as well.

Vicki Goldbaurn, and Southfield school
board Trustee Zelda Robinson.

" Others were Oak Park Mayor David

Shephard, and representatives from the
offices of Sen. Donald Riegle, State
Sen. Douglas Ross, U.S. Reps. William
Brodhead and James Blanchard.

Mrs. Rowe concluded: “We're trying
to telp children and their families be-
fore they reach a crisis.”



