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Air Condo plays
more than disco

By MARK E. GALLO

“At this point,” says drummer Max Kolomitz, “Air-Condo is
almost like two separate bands: By night a disco band playing the
hits in bals, and by days a cerebral, more artistically conscious
group.”

Air Condo, a musical that defies
but generally accepts “contemporary jazz rock” as the most fune”
tional, will perform in concert at 8 p.m. Monday in the Groves
High School Auditerium at Thirteen Mile and Evérgreen in Bever-
Iy Hills.

Their performance will highlight that second personality that
Kolotitz alluded to—the artistic elements; the entire format will
be original compositions by group members.

‘The concert also will serve as a sort of homecoming for group
members Paul Kingery, the guitarist/vocalist (Groves class of
1968), and trombonist Bugs Beddow (Groves class of 1970). With
the exception of guitarist/vocalist Kevin Wetzel of Gaylord and
the extraordinary keyboardist Jeff Cowden, who was born in Ore-
gon, all the group members are native Detroiters and have thor-
oughly absorbed that “Detroit Sound” --a sort of fusion of soul, R &
"B, jazz and funk stylings.

"'l‘mS 1S the best band [ve ever worked with,” says Glenn
Preston, the group’s light/sound and business man, himself a for-
mer bassist and a full member of the group. “In terms of lack of
ego clashes, cooperation and a mutually shared sense of direction,
this is a unique and special group. Air Condo is a smoothly func-
tioning unit of musically accomplished people, who work togeth-

e
For nearly three years now, Air Condo has been paying the dues-
- -playing a circuit of bars and.clubs all over the state, as well as
scattered concerts here and there, from River Rouge to Mar-
quette, to opening the bill for Les McCann at Ann Arbor’s Second
Chance. In spite of all of this experience, “Our agreement is not to
pursue any recording contracts until we feel ourselves totally
ready,” says Preston.

After Monday's concert they will be taking a couple of weeks off
to work on their material, getting it just right, flawless for what
they all hope will indeed evolve into an album in the near future,

The experience they will take into the studios, when that day
comes, is very impressive. Saxophone and flute player Wayne
Wayne has recently recorded with Mitch Ryder, is an alumni of
Interlochen and a tour with the national company of “Jesus Christ
Superstar.” Paul Kingery has done session work with Bob Seger.
Classically trained Cowden is a big jazz fan.

Bugs Beddow, certainly one of the finest trombone players in the
area, is a former music teacher in the Leland Public School Sys-
tem, near Traverse City, and is also featured on the new Mitch
Ryder album. .

TO HARNESS Air Condo with the disco-band label would be an
injustice, just as it would be inaccurate. They cover a wide spec-
trum of style and evolve as a wonderful conglomeration.

“Air Condo strives to be ready for any exigency; to do as much
as we possibly can, as well as we can, so that we're ready for any
kind of a gig.” says Glenn Preston. He adds, “We make music
because we love to make music. It isn't Just ajob’ wnth us. It's our
dedication to music that overrides'all else.”

Program .spo‘t;l.ights
France’s Truffaut

-By HELEN ZUCKER

Francophiles, film lovers and anyone
interested in the great changes that oc-
curred in the French film industry in
1959 are in for a treat.

Professor Alfred DuBruck of Oak-
land University will talk about Fr:
cois Truffaut at 7 p.m. Sunday in Dodge
Hall 201, on campus near

with daily realities~the stuff he con-
sidered the primary concern of mov-
ies—has borne incredible fruit in Truf-
faut’s long and prolific career.

Truffaut’s first film’ was the enor-
‘mously powerful “400 Blows,” a:film
‘that deals with a 13-year-old, Antoine
‘Doinel,. who survives a promiscuous
molher. a prison-like school and assort-
ed

DuBruck teaches French literature
as well as Europen film. His talk will
deal with film critic Andre Bazin's'in-
fluence and Truffaut's ground-breaking
films. The talk will be followed by a
showing of Truffaut’s “Stolen Kisses.”

The evening ‘s sponsored by -
Cinematheque, OU's filn club. Admls-
sionis §1.

“Andre Bazin wrote about film bet-
ter than anybedy else in Europe,” said
‘Truffaut in his affectionate foreward to
“What Is Cinema?”—a collection of es-
says by Bazin, translated by Hugh
Grey. Truffaut was not alone in his
opinion. -

BAZIN, THE great critic, literally
lived and breathed movies. He loved
fieorealism (the Htalian films that.fol-
owed in the wake,6f World War II); His
infectious spirit'and Streams of essays
in film magazines hiélped create a gen-
ération of French filmmakers who
broke away from the stiff formalism of
literary movies, stagey sets, and unreal

dialogue—a generation known.as “the .

new wave,” spearheaded by Truffaut.
Bazin “adopted” Truffaut in his
teens and was“more than mentor and
& friend. Bazin taught Truffaut to write,

otopollsh ladlrect,andnazins concern”

Truffaut then moved on to non-auto-
biographical material. He did “Shoot
* the Piano Player” in 1960, “Jules and
Jim” in 1961, and next color films:
“The" Soft Skm " “The Bride Wore
"' Black” (anod to his second idol, Alfred
Hitehcack);'and the wonderful hymn to
‘children, “Small Change.” After that he
. veered back to his favorite character,
Antolne’ -Doinel—Truffaut's autobio-
graphical alter ego.

“Stolen Kisses,” made in color in
1968, -deals with Doinel, grown a lm

-older. it's a breezy, funny film about an !
incompetent who works as a.night
clerk in a flop house, as a terrible TV
repairman; as a - private ‘eye who
wouldn't notice a clue if he fell overit. *

“Stolen Kisses” fits nicely bétween
the anguished childhood of Doinel in
"400 Blows" and the adult Doinel who

pears” once more“in “Bed and
Beard" in1970.

In the last of the Doinel trilogy, the
‘hero marries and learns to fit, more or
less comfortably, into society. Truffaut
has given us his life on film.

“Stolen Kisses” is special because it
captures that time when we are
“finding ourselves,” when we flop
about trying on different hats to see if
any will fit: Of course nothing fits. -

Spain, a romantic land of castles,
treasures and sunny skies, will be the
setting of a travel film at the Birming-
ham Community House at'8 pm. Fri-
day and Saturday.

World traveler Sid Dodson will per-
sonally narrate his film. Dodson is ded-

Thursday, February 15, 1979

icated to the belief that the photo-
graphic medium promotes better un-
derstanding among people of different
cultures. He touches on a brief history
of the Romans, Visigoths and Moors
who' left characteristic marks on land
and cusloms, enrir.hing Spain with a

rich tapestry of cnlarful contrasts.

This fascinating film journey not
only highlights familiar aspects of an
interesting land but penetrates the fa-
cade for glimpses into unusual places
that tourists rarely see.

Precedmg the perfnrmance. a multi-

- Travel ﬁlm presents romantic Spain

course Spanish dinner will be served
complete with wines and spirits. Call
the Community House, 644-5832, for
dinner reservations and more informa-
tion. Film program tickets may be pur-
‘cihmd in advance as well as at the -
oor. .
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LOWER LEVEL

A Comedy

THO FOR THE SEESAW

SHOWCAS
CINEM A\s\gf

35100 VAN DYKE RD, AT 15 MI.
STERLING HTS. PHONE 979-3160

Delight!

(Complete Dinner)

$§95

" \27331 W. FIVE MILE, CORNER OF INESTER J

(C}l fs Hfssnvnnuwsnfnufs@
BAVARIAN VILLAGE « Banquel Facilities

Connoisseur’s

Friday and Saturday
Special - -

King Crab Legs Dinner|

35-3200

g (.‘\cxt(-
| Ellen Burstyn

Jeudi gras,
Vendredi gras,
Samedi gras,
Dimanche gras,
Lundigras...
Mardi gras. Our
New Orleans
celebration starts
Thursday, -
February 22, and -

“fat Tuesday”), s
Mardi gras,
February 27th.
Celebrate with
our special fixe
pre dinners
Thursday —
Monday for $9.95.
And of course on
Sunday theres
our famous New
Orleans brunch,
featuring jazz by |
the Red Garter..
Band.: Or join us-"
for a New
Orleans buffet::
on Tuesday.
Feast on fresh
shrimp and’
oysters, turtle
soup and lobster.
bisque, salads
and pate, veal i
champagne,

2085 West Big Beaver Road/BEtween Crooks and Coolldge/649~1380
: Amencan Express and ‘Gther.majbr credit cards honor

poulet rocham-
beau, barbequed -
shrimp, prime

George C. Scait
“HARD GORE™ (R)
Alan Alda ~ Ellen Burstyn
“SAME TIME NEXT
YEAR” (PG)

Dolby Shiind

"“THE INVASION OF THE
BODY SNATGHERS” (PG)

“THE -
WARRIORS”(R)

1880-88S
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Art R R
Carney .23 p.
Trish . N3
Van Devere 8 ; .
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“MOVIE, MOVIE” (PG) =N

Mat. Wed. 1 show 1 p.m.
Al Seats $1.50

“BREAD & CHOCOLATE”

(English Subtities)

“HAROLD & MAUDE”
(Pe) -

Alian Bates in

KING OF HEARTS". (PG) §

rib and seafood
‘newburg, creme’
caramel,
chocolate
mousse, torts,
beignets and
other New
Orleans delica-,
cies. Plus all that
jazz witha
Krewe’s parade in

N
Robby Bensen in

“ICE- CASTLES” (PG)R

99EL-65S

4G LosSpRY Y

221 —AGNVTHLHON

“EVERY WHICH WAY
BUT LOOSE” (PG)"-
Coming Feb. 16:
“THE BRINK'S JOB”
& “CALIFORNIA SUITE”

Matinees Wed., Sat., & Sun. <

costume, the
crowning of Rex,
King of the
Carnival, and the
Red Garter Band.
| $11.95 per person.
What a week of

Eden Gien. For
‘reservations call
649-1880.

George C. Scott

“HARD CORE” (R)

Cint Eattwood in
“EVERY WHICH WAY
BUT LOOSE” (PG)
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Hurry, Last Day
“ICE CASTLES™ (PG)

Staﬂing Feb TE

“THE BRINK’S JOB" {PG)

- Mat. Wed. 1 show 1 p.m.
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“HARD CORE” (H)
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“FILMED- |N

Delightfut Frelich” Com

“GET OUT.YOUR
HANDKERCHIEF” (R)
English-Subtitles

Sneak Preview Fri. night 9 p'm.

*.““ONCE IN_PARIS” (PG).




