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The presentation of “One Flew Over
the-Guckoo's Nest” by the Avon Play-
et Rochester is about as high a
QUENLY as one is apt to find in the area.

From the establishement of the
premise to the bittersweet denoue-
ment, the actors gave consistently fine
performances, at Saturday night's
shqw. Their timing was impeccable,
their delivery natural They did justice
to the play’s skillful blending of humor
and pathos,
. It is not easy to re-create highly
identifiable roles, especially ones
p}gye‘gi by the likes of Jack Nicholson,
Lauise Fletcher and Will Sampson, yet
tigSthiree main characters made us Te-
s eir interpretations.
ﬁ:h%lkenbom as Chief Bromden
Wiz eerie, ever-there presence on
SUIZE" As could be said of the others,
one could glance at him at any given
moment during the action and find him
totally in character, the difference
being that possibly one was drawn to
glancing at him more often.

HE WAS BIG and curious and al-
ways seemingly possessed of great
power and knowledge. He wafted

Natural abilities brin

across the stage with grace, and when
his subconscious spoke to his father,
our attention was riveted on him. We
awaited eagerly these sharings of his
thoughts. Volkenborn looked just right,
moved properly and provided a kind of
stage stability.

Adele Carraher as Nurse Ratched
was 5o exact in her desire for antisep-
tic patients in an antiseptic ward that it
was easy to hate her immediately. She
was crisp and efficient and demanding.

Indeed, the thought that she might
discover scuff marks on the floor or
finger prints on her glass-encased
nurse’s post could easily have made the
audience edgy.

The iciness of her clenched-teeth
smile was chilling and her humiliation
of individual inmates thorough. She
wielded her power—a trip to the Shock
Shop—|

Her
was strong and terribly,

with Nurse “Rat-Shit” dissolved the
audience. He gave credence to her
fears that there would be a “deteriora-
tion of discipline.” .

This deterioration becomes-a source
of great joy to the viewer; the mental
patients, under the able guidance of
McMurphy engage in a riotous game of
basketball, in which even catatonic Mr.
Ruckly, played by Bill MacNeil, parti-
cipates as basket and backboard. Zink
had the audience on his side from the
moment he stepped on stage:

This marvelous trio was aided by a
fine supporting cast.

Jerry Anderson as Scanlon guarded
the secrets of his metal box well that
one believed he might have the mak-
ings of a bomb in there. He was expert
at simulating the pacifying repetitive
bodily movements of the agitated.

John Nolan as Dale Harding showed

;

convincing.

Darrell Zink proved that while Ni-
cholson can't be topped, he can be darn
near equaled, as Randle P. McMurphy.
He was a complete stinker. Her rascal-
ly laugh and irreverent comments gave
zest to the play.

HIS FREQUENT confrontations

Power charges
Dunstan’s show

By BARBARA MICHALS

High voltage performances by the
lead players supply the dramatic inten-
sity that powers “Sweet Bird of
Youth,” the current presentation by St.
Dunstan's Guild of Cranbrook.

Performances of the Tennessee Wil-
liams drama conclude Friday and Sat-
urday.

; Jeanne Dodge and Bruce Campbell
are outstanding as the Princess, a boo-
2y, aging film star, and Chance Wayne,
the hapless drifter.

« Convinced that her attempt at a film
comeback has been a disaster, the
ftightened star embarked on a cross-
cbuntry binge, drowning her despair in
drugs, alcohol and sex. Along the way
she has picked up Chance, an overage
beach boy who sees the Princess as his
last chance to capture his elusive
dreams of success.

MISS DODGE manages to elicit
from the viewer both sympathy and
contempt as she founders in a confused
daze, throws a drunken tantrum in pub-
lie, or outmaneuvers Chance. She
verges on hysteria one moment, is
maguificently in command of the situa-
tion-the next. Throughout she never
f4iilo be totally convincing.
+"Caimpbell is equally so as the vain,
foolish Chance. Scorning the ordinari-
ness of life in a small Southern town,
Chance was sure his youthful good
looks and sex appeal would write his
ticket to success, After years of disap-
pointing failure, he returns to his
hometown with the Princess to impress
everyone with the money and film con-
tract he has extorted from her.
: Chance also returns with f no-
tions of rescuing his long-time sweet-
Heart Heavenly from the clutches of
Her ‘father, Boss Finley. The latter, a
stereotype of small-town corruption,
5 Vowed to make Chance pay for past

wrongs against Heavenly. Despite re-
peated warnings that he risks violence
by remaining in town, Chance persists
in his own destruction.

References to rape, illegal abortion
and castration made “Sweet Bird of
Youth” a shocker some decades back.
There is a steady undercurrent of vio-
lence in the play which the St
Dunstan’s production does not show to
full advantage.

Though Miss Dodge and Campbell
make their physical scuifles believ-
able, Boss Finley (Jack Waters) and his
henchmen are not very menacing. Only
Tom Junior (Pat Cavanaugh) seems
properly intimidating. The closing
scene, with its inherent threat of
unspeakable violence, is the weakest in
the production.

UNFORTUNATELY, on opening
night a small minority of viewers were
unwilling to suspend their disbelief and
tittered slightly whenever cast mem-
bers slapped each other about. This
shatters the impact for those who are
willing to forget that it's their friends
and neighbors up there on the stage.

the contradictory aspects of his nature
expertly, changing form a man with
feelings of great superiority to a
whimpering, castrated hulk. His cradl-
ing of his pipe was a nice touch.

HANK LIESE was beautifully be-
fuddled as the mother-obsessed stutter-
er, Billy Bibbit. One wished him well,
and suffered with him.

Dick MeGowan was nasty and feisty,
though capable of great tenderness.
John Stouffer showed great vulnerabil-
ity, giving the illusion that he really did
see his visions.

George Hotz as Dr. Spivey was all
too believable when he spoke of the
ward as a “therapeutic community, a
kind of society in miniature.” He was
the epitome of the worst in the profes-
sion—somewhat ineffectual, well-
intentioned, living in a world of jargon
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g quality in ‘Cuckoo’s Nest”

notable performances were given by
Dave Monaghan, Tom Beaman, Becky
Wilson, Bill Doehring, Linda Held and
Derrick Pinnix. B

and pat answers.

Michele Poulin as Candy Starr, the
girl chosen to initiate the virgin Billy,
is painted and tough—and warm. Other

Card games become a regular activity on the hospital ward once
Randle P. McMurphy (third from left) arrives.
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Authentic Chinese

Miracle Mile Shopping Center
Across from Showcase Cinema

BY POPULAR DEMAND
Now Serving Qur

CHINESE BUFFET
Daily from 4:30 p.m. Mon. through Sat.

Featuring all varieties of
All you can enjoy

HANGRI LA WEST

Chinese Restaurant & Cocktail Lounge
335-8060

Dishes

7~

the newly remodeled

WHAT'S THE BUZZ ABOUT? |

Folks all over are discovering

BRASS LAMP RESTAURANT

-featuring even better
food, service & relaxed atmosphere

Taste our

lofty dining ideas.

Nothing comes up to the exciting
new rooftop restaurant, The
Rafters. But you can come up
tonight. To drink in the view.
Savor the casually sophisticated
atmosphere. But especially to
indulge in dinners that are full
course delights. Uncliche
appetizers liked Baked Snails en
Croute. Coquille St. Jacques.
Strawberry and Onion or Fresh
Spinach and Mushroom Salad.
And tempting entrees that range
from Breast of Capon Cordon

CFebrisary”“Entertainmentc At

SHOWC A

AS
CINE MA\%E

2400 SOUTH TELEGRAPH RD.
PONTIAC TELEPHONE 332-0231

BARGAIN MATINEE DAIL
| $1.50 FIRST SHOW ONLY

All the supporting players handled
the Southern accents smoothly, In addi-
tion, Felicia Shirk is effective as the
long-suffering Heavenly and Sue Chris-
tian does well as Miss Lucy, Boss
Finley’s sleazy girlfriend.

Bleu to Veal Scallopine Marsala

to Oriental Shrimp Tempura.
Set your dining sights high.
Dine tonight at The Rafters.
Stouffer’s Northland Inn.
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Overall, director Charles Campbell
and his assistant, Mary Anne Wilson,
have fashioned “Sweet Bird of Youth”
into a strong pleasing production. Pac-
ing is smooth throughout. B

When the “Sweet Bird of Youth" has
flown away, the Princess ultimately
falls back on her “artist's soul.”
Chance, with nothing to fall back on, is
left physically and emotionally ban-
krupt. St. Dunstan's has two first-rate
lead actors to fall back on to maintain
unflagging dramatic appeal.

Ringsley Inn

Would like the pleasure of hosting your next banquet or
party. Call us today. Our experienced staff, headed by Mr.
| Frank and Mr. Petrides, will personally oversee all arrange-

ments and details.

644-1400

‘Woodward and Long Lake Rosd
Bloomfield Hills

564-5144

A 10 0Z. BONELESS SIRLOIN
STRIP STEAK FOR QNLY $

INGLUDING BAKED POTATO,
GRILLED TEXAS TOAST, ALL YOU *
CAN EAT SALAD BAR
WEDNESDAY, FEB. 21 & 28, 4 PM.—9 PM. ONLY!

COME AS YOU ARE!® NO TIPPING!
®ALL-YOU-CAN-EAT-SALAD-BAR! -

Xy STEAK

25025 Telegraph at 10 Mile, Southfisld

EAT

569-4700.

2086 Crooks at M-59
vext 1o THUMPERS DISCO

852-0550

21000 Northwestern Highway.

“The“Rafters

{ $5.00 VALUE

'WITH THIS COUPON

Bodega Cordially Invites You And
Your Guest To Try Our NEW DIN.
R MENU. $5.00 Will Be Deduct-
From Your Food Bill If Two Or
More People Dine Together,
Valid Only Until March 31, 1979 l

Now Open for Lunch Weekdays — 11:30-3:00 p.m.
Master Charge » Visa « American Express
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e

]\wu

29425 VAN DYKE 14033 TELEGRAPH
. DINING & CENTERLINE REDFORD TOWNSHIP
7555660 2557728,

COCKTAILS _ X
1 1 [ | | [ | J |

= @ Meadow
G Brool Theatre -

NOW THROUGH FEBRUARY 25th
Hilarious Comedy Favorite .

BLITHE SPIRIT

By NOEL COWARD

Surely one of the most ingenious ideas
ever devised for the stage . . . One of the
brightest, breeziest times you'll ever
have In the theatre!

Best Seats for
Weekday Performances

' 371‘3300 Rudsons

5 At =
R Great Family Quting
Weekends in the Village
Ney through March 18—a special winter
weekend awajts you and your family at Greenfield Village.
Take a guided tour of a dozen homes and buildings.
H Stop for free hot spiced cider at the famous Clinton Inn. See a
dozen craftsmen at work, plus special entertainment,
Wind up your visit with a free mini sleigh or carriage ride,
O, if you tire of snow, visit Henry Ford Museum, with its giant
Hall of Technology and endless fascinating galleries,
February in the Museum
50th Anniversary Museum Guided ‘Tours.
Daily—Feb. 1 thru Feb. 28
Famous American Comedy, 8:30 p.m., Museum Theater
Feb. 2, 3, 9, 10, 16, 17 23, 24—“The Man Who Came to Dinner”
(Dinner-Theater combination by advance reservation,
Theater only tickets available by reservation or at the door) *
Famous Early Movies, 1:30 & 3:30 p.m., Museurn Theater
Feb. 4—“Paramount on Parade”
Antique Lecture Series, 8:30 p.m., Museum Theater
Feb. 8—*A Dollar House is no Bargain”
Historical Concert Series, 3:30 p.m., Museum Theater
Feb. 18—Dan Greer, Tiger Stadium organist
50th Anniversary Lecture Series, 8:00 .m., Museum Theater
o Fébinezr—“Thonus A. Edison”
farp t—Daily, Hall of Technol v
Feb. 24-Mar. 18—Combined exhibit & craft de;gg’nsu-alions
Sunday Theater Special, 3 p.m., Museum Theater
Feb. 25—“John Brown's Body”
For further information, call 271-1620
N Iy
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