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‘Salt and Light Company’
rolls in on the Gospel Bus

By LORAINE McCLISH

Two young musicians who grew upin
Farmington and met one another
through their affiliation with St. John
Lutheran Church will return to the
area to perform with “The Salt and
Light Company.”

Dave Jahn and his wife Lori are
founding members of the music group
which stems from Michigan Technolog-
ical University’s Campus Crusade for
Christ.

The group, which has grown from
four to seven members since its begin-
nings in the spring of 1978, will be in
concert at.7 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 28,
in Livonia’s Ward United Presbyterian
Church. '

“These are not what you could call

your typical hymns,” said Suzie Jahn,
Dave’s mother, as she pointed to the
company'’s first album.

“The repertoire includes some jazz,
country, samba, rock and roll and even
alittle Ella Fitzgerald skat,” she said,

Jahn wrote the better part of the
words and music for Salt and Light,
from a background of music which
stretches back to his first rock and roll
group at the age of 13.

Both Dave and Lori Jahn are vocal-
ists who once sang in St. John Lutheran
Church choir. He plays 12-string and
bass guitar. She is a pianist who han-
dles the group’s keyboard work.

Hale’s work displayed
in governor’s mansion

By LORAINE McCLISH

The one-man show that is hanging in the Gover-
nor's Mansion for the month of February is the
work of Farmington Hills artist Tom Hale. _

“It came as a surprise to me,” Hale said, who
was selected for the honor by a commission which
chooses art for the mansion on a rotating basis.

“The Millikens got a mix,” the artist said of the
26 pieces he helped to hang. Most of his work is
done in acrylics, some which could easily be taken
for watercolor by the untrained eye, and there are
a few pencil drawings he chose for the display.

Hale says he is known for his landscapes, but his
paintings of classic cars has drawn a lot of atten- .

tion in this area.

During a Farmington Artists Club exhibit,a few
seasons ago, Hale's picture of a 1936 Duesenberg
was chosen as his fellow artists’ favorite in’t
show. Then, the same picture took the most votes

the public’s favorite.

That was a big plus for the artist, he said, “Be-

cause those two don't always agreeX

BEING SELECTED to have your work hung in
the Governor's Mansion is not a competitive

achievement.

“I honestly don't know how it happened,” Hale
said. “But I suppose you build a reputation by com-
peting in shows, you build a following, you find that
others are watching what you are doing. It's the

way to get yourself known.”

Hale began drawing cars at age 10; studied styl-
ing at the Los Angles Art Center’s College of
Design; and works as a designer for American
Motors.

;

w . Tom Hale works in his home studio on a  photo ke took of the vehicle at'an auetion,
S picture of a rusted 1926 Mack truck from a (Staff photos hy Harry Mauthe) .
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During her high school days, when
she was known as Lori Varms, the
young miss spent three summer at In-
terlochen Music Camp, and won a

Favmington Gbserber

Suburban Eﬁ)

Jahn, who is leader of the group, had to
limit appearances to one a weekend
during the school year.

On semester breaks, “the demand
was " Mrs. Jahn said. This

ip from the F; Musi-
cale.
THE SALT AND LIGHT company

takes its name from the Biblical refer- -

ences to the salt of the earth and the
light of the world.

Tts philosophy, written on the album,
reads: “It is our prayer that some of
the joy of knowing Jesus Christ and
serving him with a whole heart would
be made more real to you through
music.”

The evangelistic movement was a
success from the onset. The demand for
the troupe’s services grew to where

He believes his painting, which didn't begin in
ernest until about six years ago, was a natural evo-

lution of his workday.

today,” he said.

totally authentic.

landscaper to five.

An 8,000 mile trip out west last year with his
wife Maxine amassed about 1,200 photographs Hale
will use as references for this year’s crop of

landscapes.

“If there is a negative side to painting at all it is
lonely. It's something you have to do by yourself.
Something that takes total concentration. Some-
thing you really can't share with another,” he said.

Hale joined the Farmington Artists Club about
three years ago; at about the same time he moved

to Farmington Hills.

Of the classic cars he draws, he said, “I try to
capture the total environment of the mood that en-
hances that particular automobile,

“Each has its own certain attitude, most likely
because they were built by people who dedicated
their lives to build cars. What with interference by
government and the economy, any one who has
strong feelings on what a car.should be doesn’t have
the opportunity to build in any emotional aspects

A picture Hale painted of a smashed-up Ford au-
tomobile contained an entire landscape reflected
on itsside; yet the drawing of the classic car was -

HALE'S LANDSCAPES have brought him his

+, greatest number of awards and prizes.
*Most of his scenes bave been taken {1
gan, though he believes Arizona would be his choice
as the most inspiring place in the country for a

“If you want to participate in that club, you will
work,” Hale said. "It is made up of highly competi-
tive artists and healthy competition is the best
thing in the world for growing.”

spring will mark Salt and Light's first
tour; traveling up the east side of Mich-
igan and then down the west side, fill-
ing one-nighters.

Traveling is done in a camper that
has been dubbed “The Gospel Bus.”

Feb. 23 will mark the company’s
first appearance on TV, from a station
in Marquette,

Jahn will graduate from Michigan
Tech this spring with a degree in elec-
trical engineering. His wife, a sopho-
more at the school, is majoring in
chemical engineering.

ichi- *

: Ti(e Michigan scene is one of Hllé‘s
been exhibiting his work.""
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But Jahn has already chosen to spend
at least two years more with the music
ministry, via a contract that will take
Salt.and Light on a nationwide, then
worldwide tour.

LORI IS the daughter of Mr. and
Mrs. Ward Varns, of Farmington. Jahn
is the son of Mr. and Mrs. Robert Jahn,
formerly of Farmington, now residing
in Plymouth,

Their fellow musicians in Salt and
Light are Rod Unema on banjo; Matt
Long, guitar; Duane Oger, percussion;
Daryl Wilsor on Gibson bass, and Gary
Sastamoinen on drums. .

Admission to the Feb. 28 concert is
without charge. A free will offering
takes care of travel expenses. Sale of
the company’s album is non-profit and
is available only at its concerts.
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Lori and Dave Jahn, who grew up in Farmington, return to the area
with The Salt and Light Company for a performance in Ward United
Presbyterian Church. The musical group is a ministerial outreach

from Michigan Technological

University’s Campus Crusade for
Christ.

landscapes, the subject that has brought him the most awards in the three years
ot e yu at)
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