Convention mandate

Morley’s task:

By TIM RICHARD

Morley Winograd starts his fourth
two-year term as Democratic state
chairman this week with big Demo-
cratic majorities in the legislature.

State convention delegates Sunday
reelected the Troy resident and then
gave him the go-ahead to “establish a
task force to design a system of party
accountability for elections at all lev-
els.

“This task force should consider such
measures as endorsement, censure and
publicity.”

And Winograd sought reelection
promising to “restructure our policy
committee to include a lobbying func-
tion as well as issue development.”

THE TWIN votes symbolized at once
the strength and weakness of Michigan
Democrats.

The strength is growing majorities in
legislative offices. Winograd can boast
that since he was elected party chair-
man in 1973, D have held onto

lanalysis

And as the party's base becomes
broader, a growing number of
moderates and conservatives show up.
‘The nation’s shift to the political right
during the mid-1970s accentuates the
problems of a party that is basically
liberal-labor.

Winograd will work through commit-
tees and task forces. The last Demo-
cratic state chairman who tried to get
Democratic officeholders to follow the
party platform was Zolton Ferency, in
1968. Ferency spoke out alone.

WINOGRAD CARRIES into his new
term a national reputation.

He chaired the party’s Winograd
Commission on rules reform, and he is
president of the Association of State
Ly : .

one seat of a retiring senator, gained a
second U.S. Senate seat, increased their
congressional holdings from a 12-7 mi-
nority to a 13-7 majority, increased
their State Senate holdings from a 18-
19 tie to a 24-14 majority, and in-
creasetl their State House majority
from a skimpy 58-52 to a hefty 70-40.

The weakness is that many Demo-
cratic officeholders don't always vote
the way the party platform says they
should.

Chairs.

His right-hand lady will continue to
be Olivia (Libby) Maynard of Flint,
who was reelected vice-chairman. Mrs.
Maynard returns to party work after
an unsuccessful bid for lieutenant gov-
ernor as the running mate of guberna-
torial nominee William Fitzgerald.

“(I'm) still at the same address in
Troy,” Winograd said with a smile at
the close of Sunday’s convention, one of
the most placid Democratic gatherings
in a decade.

Getting
there

“I spend two days a week in the De-
troit party office and the others in
Lansing and outstate, so Troy is a good
spot to commute from, either way,” he
said.
It also proves Oakland County is a
good launching pad for a state party
chairman in Michigan. Winograd's two
predecessors were State Sen. Sander
Levin (1968-69) of Berkley and James
McNeeley (1969-73) of Milford.

The new GOP chairman is Mel Lar-
sen, of Oxford in northern Oakland
County. Larsen replaces: William
MecLaughlin, who lives in the tiny por-

Tighten party reins

tion of Northville that is in Oakland
County.

‘Talk that black delegates would balk
at reelecting Winograd came to noth-
ing. No other candidate was offered.

Winograd’s nominating speech was
made by freshman U.S. Sen. Carl Lev-
in, just as his 1977 nominating speech
was made by newly elected U. S. Sen.
Donald Riegle.

Unlike Larsen, whe made a 15-min-
ute acceptance speech Saturday, Wino-
‘grad said little more than “thanks.” He
will work through commissions and
committees.
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