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reaps laurels with sharpened steel

Geza Kogler (right) is the
country’s best epee fencer
under 20 years of age — but
watch out for brother Stefan,
15, second best with foil for
under 16-year-olds.
photo by Art Emanuel)

{Staff

By MIKE SCANLON

Geza Kogler took a national title Sunday doing pretty
much what millions paid bard cash to watch Errol Fiynn
preleml to do, and Kogler did it in an arena seating just

200.

A crowd of 200 for a nauunal.compeuuon seems like
slim pickings, indeed.

But on the other hand, Kogler is a fencer, not a movie
swashbuckler, Some of his sweetest moves are faster
than the human eye can follow.

IN TAKING FIRST place in epee for those under 20
during the national Junior Olympics at Harvard Univeris-
ty Sunday, Kogler had company. His brother Stefan, 15,
took second place for those under 16 in the foil cumpeu-
tion. Another brother, Bela, 16, barely missed the semi-
finals in sabre.

When he's holding an epee iu his hand, Geza, 19, is now
officially the best male in the country under age 20

Kogler’s win autematically places him in the World
Junior Olympics at Notre Dame in April.

Kogler probably couldn’t have helped getting involved
in fencing. His Hungarian-born father toys with it, his
English-born mother is taking a class, he and his brothers
belong to the same Southfield fencing club, and his two
sisters have taken lessons.

THE KOGLERS' have more fencing swords lying
around the living room than most people have table
knives.

Fencing is as Hungarian as goulash, and it was Kogler's
father who piqued his initial interest.

“I went and saw practice and the next week I was back
fencing. I've been fencing ever since,” said Kogler, who
started when he was 12.

“It was kind of neat, you know, telling the kids you
were a sword fighter,” said Kogler.

He hoped to get a college scholarship and he did. He's 2
freshman member of the Wayne State University varsity
fencing team, which is coached by Istvan Danosi. Danosi,
who insists his students call him “Maestro,” is the man
Kogler started taking lessons from when Kogler was 12.
Like Koglers' father, Danosi is Hungarian.

AN EPEE (pronounced eh-pay) is one of three weapons
used in fencing. The other weapouns are foil and sabre, and
competitors are either epee-men or foil-men. Even if
their name is Judy.

Al the weapons are similar in appearance, but they are
used differently. B

Competition with foil features a target area limited to
the upper body, about the same as in boxing although it
extends to what would be a Iow blow.in boxing.

Epee fighting seems downright dirty by comparison.
The front of the body is a legitimate target from head to
toe, and you see things like people getting stabbed in the

foot.

IN SABRE competition the entire body is a legal tar-
get, but the biggest difference between it and epee and
foil is that a sabre is basically used to slash. The other
two are used for thrusts, or stabs.

Yet, despite the ominous words, fencing is actually a
safe sport.

“I've been to a lot of competitions, and I've never seen
a serious injury,” said Geza.

Geza is already thinking about the Olympics.

“Not the '80, but for "84 1 have a good chance,” he said.

Geza does not realistically expect to do as well in the
international Junior Olympics as he did in the national
games.

“THE EUROPEANS are really tough. It's like our foot-
ball over there. There’s been only a few American
fencers in the finals. I have hopes, though,” he said \

Bishop asks pension probe

State Sen. Donald Bishop (R-Roches-
ter) this week jntroduced a bill to cre-
ate a retirement law commission to re-

view all Michigan’s public
grams. The bill was

pension pm—

formation on state and local Yetire-
ment plans, examine each system’s fis-
cal integrity, and make recommenda-
tions concerning any proposed

State Sen. Basil Brown
Park).

The action follows a year-long state
investigation into the Michigan's public
employee retirement systems.

The retirement law commission, ac-

cording to the bill, would

(D-nghland

“Currently, the retirement programs
offered by the state and local units of
government are so diverse that it’s of-
ten impossible for either the retirees or
the governmental units to know what
benefits are available and appropri-
ate,” Bishop said.
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We specialize in
the repair of

ANTIQUE WATCHES

and CLOCKS

NORTHVILLE
Watch & Clock_ Shop,

132 W. DUNLAP

(181K Nortn of Mai Sreell

NORTHVILLE
349-4938

manners in the evening,

Bill Blass does the city suit.
with some slyly elegant touches — 1o give it nice

A businesslike vested suit

too. Like Blass” soitly

sculptured fine, and immaculate pocket detailing,
and beautifully tumned lapels. Inside, there's a
(1g.lrull( pocket and BB's signature lining. Tailored in

a

h ime blend of polyes l. in
handsomely muted stripes at Sl‘h. The shint and tie
are also fram our Blass class.
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‘ BAR & COUNTER STOOL SALE!

- O Samsdnité barstool

has adxustahle brownstone base.
. Sale price $69%5
Traditional pine barstool.
Sale price $79%
Classic_backless stool.
Sale price $19%5

Sale Ends March fst

221 Kamitton 828 N. Main 29500 W. Stx Mile
8441919 6521080

Daty 930.530 Daty 930530 ady 930530

[Pors. & Fr. 9 Thors, & Fr W 9 l’hwan'HS

Mastercharge or Visa accepted

.,
Recliner, covered
in textured nylon

reg. 3279.50 SALE $229.50

"'lu’."

Rocker Recliner,
Heiloom Hulmeg,
Hereulan cover

Teg. 333950
SME 289,50

VISA®" MASTER CHARGE @ CONVENIENT TERMS o OR 90 DAYS SAME AS CASH
OPEN MON., THURS. & FRI. TIL 9 — TUES., WED. & SAT. TIL 5:30

EthanAllen

winter
\ sale

POPULAR RECLINERS!

Ethan Allen super-comfortable
Restocrat Recliners easily adjust
to threé relaxing positions to
suit your mood ... watching TV,
reading, or even snoozing!

Available in a great
>

selection of durable
stain-repellent
fabrics. Many
in-stock for ~
immediate,

delivery!

Sale ends

March 4th.

Rocker Reclines,
Aaliqued Pine, covered
in Herculon or winyl.

. teg. 136450 SALE 529,50

e
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Winter-wear
clearaway at
Westland for
A Nice Girl
Like You

Jaokete

Clearance 34.97

Short wool jackets in plaids and solids.
Orig. $68 to $70, 200 units.*

Tops ~
clearance 997101997

Soft shirts, novelty tops and sweaters in pomielles fur blends
and washable acrylics. Orig. $18 to $30, 360 units.

Coordinates
clearance 10.97 to 32.97

1/3 off famous maker coordinates to mix and match, including
agroup of raw silk coordinates. Orig. $16 to 560, 400 units.*

Savings injunior sizes, all gathered at Westiand for one
big clearance, In A Nice Girl Like You.

Michigan's Largest Ethan Allen Dealer

LIVONIA
15700 MIDDLEBELT ROAD
Just Northrof Five Mile Road
PHONE 422-8770

. SOUTHFIELD
15600 W. 12 MILE ROAD
Just West of Greenfield
PHONE 557-1800°

UTICA
- 50170 VAN DYKE
Between 22 & 23 Mile Rds.
PHONE 739-6100 o

hUdsods.

it Hudson's stores whik




