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House of horror
scares up yawns

instead of fright

This is supposed to be the summer for scary movies — “Alien,”
“Dracula,” “Prophecy,” “Nightwing” and the like.

Perhaps such a generaus supply of suspense, sci-fi and the supernatu-
ral is just too much of a good thing. Perhaps it just conditions one to
shocks. Or, maybe, “The Amityville Horror” (R) simply doesn't have any.
['ve faced greater terror at the checkout stand at the supermarket.

People who dote on spooky events may be satisfied best with Jay
Anson’s fast-selling book, a fictional-factual concoction about demonic
forces lurking inside 2 house where a family was murdered.

‘The factual part is that George and Kathleen Lutz moved into a house
on Long Island in which Ronald De Feo, one year éarlier, murdered his
parents, brothers and sisters. (“You won't find another house like this o
the market,” the real estate saleswoman says.) L

The Lutzes say they spent 28 days in the house before making a hasty
exit and telling their story to Anson who wrote the book on which the

movie is based. William Weber, De Feo's attorney, claims the Lutzes’ -

stories were developed “over many bottles of wine.”
BELIEVE WHAT YOU WILL. What you see are two hours of pre-
dictable hocus-pocus as the strange events of each day unfold:

Mysterious noises and shadows, a vibrating chandelier, doors that open
and close by themselves, swarms of flies, slime or blood ‘oozing down a
stairway, 2 well with black gunk, and so on. (Thank goodness they didn't
stay in the house a year; the two-hour film is more than enough.)

As Kathleen Lutz, Margot Kidder — Lois Lane of the “Superman”
movie — seems'to be looking for some super-help which never comes.
Husband George, as played by James Brolin, has three moods — morose,
moroser, and mad. -

Kathleen seems to spend a lot of time in the kitchen without ever
cooking anything, and George seems to spend a lot of time chopping
wood and sharpening his axe, For those who don't catch on quickly,
numerous close-ups emphasize the ominous Bature of this activity,

Although. they have just moved in, no-one ever runs a vacuum or
moves a dustcloth around. You would think after visitors enter the house,

sniff and run out to throw up, someone might get the idea to clean the.

place up a bit. Instead, Kathleen looks up old newspaper accounts of the
murders, and George goes to the library where he steals a book about the
house.

Information about the evil nature of the place leads to the smashing
climax, which occurs at night during a raging thunderstorm. Would you
expect anything else?

To add authenticity, an ending note informs the audience that the
Lutzes really burnt rubber getting out and left all their personal posses-
sions behind. )

What I would like to know is, did anyone ever return the library book?
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1f you want to shake your booty to
the band that revolutionized music
with the disco sound, you can do it
Tuesday, Aug. 7, at Pine Knob Music
Theatre.

KC and the Sunshine Band will be
playing its first concert in the met-
ropolitan Detroit area since 1976,
appearing at 7:30 p.m. in the Pine
Knob pavilion.

By phone from California, Harry
Wayne (KC) Casey, said Friday, “We
played Cobo Hall twice, in 1975 and
1976, with the Average White
Band.”

Of the current tour, KC said, “We
just started a week ago. We're play-
ing tonight in San Francisco, and
tomorrow, at the Circle Star
‘Theatre.”

KC said he has just finished pro-
ducing an album for Casablanca. He «
also mentioned his current single,
“Please Don't Go"-and “I Betcha
Didn’t Know That” fsom the band's
album *Do You Wanna Go Party?”

The LP was released about five
weeks ago, by T.K. Records.

KC AND THE Sunshine Band will
tour 21 cities, winding up the road
trip on Sept. 8.

Disco hits by the Band include
“Get Down Tonight,” “That's the
Way (I Like It),” “(Shiake, Shake,
Shake) Your Booty,” “I'm Your Boo-
gie Man,” “Boogie Shoes” and
“Keep It Comin’ Love.”

His role in the disco revolution,
KC simply defines as, “father of.”

“The new sounds are ballads
though,” KC continued, pointing out
how the Sunshine Band’s music has
progressed.

The Pine Knob concert in Clarks-
ton also features Stephanie Mills on
the bill. Tickets for the pavilion and .
grass are still available, according
to the Pine Knob Hotline. For more
information, call the Hotline at 647-
7790.

— ETHEL SIMMONS

Concerts include

This week, Meadow Brook Music
Festival offers a variety of concerts,

Symphonic buffs have a choice of
three different classical concerts. Jazz
fans can hear Della Reese and Woody
Herman. Youngsters will be enter-
tained at a Saturday morning Chil-
dren’s Concert. Organist Virgil Fox is
for a special variety pro-

NEW RELEASES

THE AMITYVILLE HORROR (R). James Brolin and Margot Kidder
look for a “dream house” and find a nightmare.

THE APPLE DUMPLING GANG RIDES AGAIN (PG). Tim Conway and
Don Knotts return as the bumbling outlaws in this light feature from
Disney. . . .

BLOODLINE (R). Relatives trying to bump off pharmaceutical heiress
constitute a bitter pill in placebo version of Sydney Sheldon's best
seller.

BREAKING AWAY (PG). Bicycle racing occupies four high school pals
from Indiana who discover the graduate world in funny, touching

story.

DRACULA (R). A scary and very sensual remake of “Dracula” with
Frank Langella in the title role he played on Broadway.

ESCAPE FROM ALCATRAZ (PG). Clint Eastwood and director Don
Siegel team up again to create a tense, taut drama from the coven-
tions of the prison-escape film

THE FRISCO KID (PG). Comic adventures of a rabbi (Gene ‘Wilder) and
a robber (Harrison Ford) as they cross the West to San Francisco in
1850.

GOLDENGIRL (PG). Susan Anton is a track star after Olympic gold in
film that tries too hard with too many themes and finishes last.

JUST YOU AND ME, KID (PG). A comedy nimbly tailored for George
Burns, with Brooke Shields standing by as half of this young-old duo
of delinquents.

MANHATTAN (R). The inhabitants are somewhat frayed, but the Big
Apple looks glorious in Woody Allen’s witty peek at the pairings and
partings among New York literati.

MEATBALLS (PG). Lively comedy with Bill Murray (of “Saturday Night
Live") as head counselor at 2 summer camp in an “Anirhal House” for
the junior teen set.

MOONRAKER (PG). James Bond (Roger Moore) in space ‘adventure
with Lois Chiles for company and Richard Kiel (the metal-mouthed
“Jaws") for challenge in most spectacular of the 007 films,

THE MUPPET MOVIE (G). Anyone who doesn't like this movie is proba-

bly in need of immediate CPR. A host of stars makes cameo appear-
ances but none outshines Jim Henson’s laughable, lovable muppets as
they head for Hollywood. -

MOVIE RATING GUIDE

G General audiences admitted.

PG Parental guidance suggested. All ages admitted.
R Restricted. Adult must accompany person under 18.
X Noone under 18 admitted.

George Burns‘and B
“Just You and Me Kid."

gram. And Barbara Cook will sing “The
Great Songs”at the Sunday Pops Con-
cert. .

‘The music begins on Tuesday, Aug. 7,
when French planist Philippe Entre-
mont plays the piano and conduct$ the
Detroit

Songstress Della Reese steps into the

‘Meadow Brook spotlight on Friday,

Aug. 10. A native of Detroit, Miss
Reese has become a favorite through-
out the country for her jazz-blues-gos-
pel style of singing.

SHE HAS HAD numerous recording

classics and jazz

by Michelle Levine. State Sen. Jack
Faxan of Detroit will narrate. The con-
cert begins at 11 am. and will run ap-
proximately an hour without an inter-
mission.

- To end the week, Meadow Brook’s
Sunday Pops Concert on Aug. 12 offers
“The Great Songs” by one of Broad-

successes and has appeared
on television in musical, dramatic and
comedy roles.

On the same bill, is one of the liveli-
est big jazz bands of all time, Woody
Herman and his Thundering Herd.
Leader/clarinetist Herman is celebrat-

pl Chamber Orchest;
Entremont, who has been recognized as
a brilliant plartist since his American
debut in 1953, first assumed the dual
role of pianist-conductor 10 years ago
and has received national acclaim ever
since.

Appearing with Entremont on Tues-
day will be Muriel Kilby, a Canadian
planist who is the regular orchestral pi-
anist for the Detroit Symphony Orches-
tra. Pavilion seats and lawn tickets are
available.

ON THURSDAY and Saturday, Aug.
9 and 11, conductor Neville Marriner,
Meadow Brook's new artistic director,
will make his first 1979 festival
appearances,

Marriner, saluted as one of the most
recorded conductors in the history of
music, has earned international ac-
claim for his guest conducting of
orchestras throughout the world. In ad-
dition to his summer directorship of
Meadow Brook Music Festival, this En-
glishman also serves as artistic direc-
tor of the Minnesota Orchestra.

Thursday’s program will feature the
return of pianist Entremont, who is ap-
pearing as pianist-conductor on Tues-
day. Saturday’s concert will highlight
one of the world’s foremost violinists,
Itzhak Perlman. All price tickets are
available for Thursday evening. For
Saturday’s concert, the pavilion is sold
out; lawn tickets are on sale.

The Variety Series program on
Wednesday, Aug. 8, offers organist Vir-
gil Fox with his “Heavy Organ” show
featuring David Snyder’s “Revelation
Lights.” The light show was created es-
pecially to accompany Fox’s dynamic
organ music. Pavilion seats and lawn
tickts are available.
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ing his 42nd year as a performer.

Pavilion seats for the Reese/Her-
man concert are sold out; lawn tickets
are on sale.

A special Children’s Concert, de-
signed to introduce young people to
ballet, is scheduled for Saturday morn-
ing, Auvg. 11. Entitled “The Ginger-
bread Man — A ballet for Children,”
the concert features Detroit’s chamber
music ensemble, The Pastiche Wind
Quintet.

This is a world-premiere perform-
ance, highlighting an original score by
Martin Scot Kosins and choreography

way's most g vocalists, Bar-
bara Cook.

HAILED AS “The Toast of Broad-
way," Miss Cook will sing a mediey of
her most famous musical hits in the
distinctive rich soprano voice for which
she has become recognized. Wally
Harper, Miss Cook's music director,
will conduct. Pavilion seats and lawn
tickets are available.

All programs begin at 8:30 p.m., ex-
cept the Sunday Pops Concert which
starts at 7:30 p.m. and the Saturday
morning children’s program. Concerts
are held in the outdoor Baldwin Pavi-
lion on the Oakland University campus
in Rochester.

Tickets may be purchased at the
Meadow Brook box office or at an:
Hudson’s, Sears, Grinnell’s or Discount
records ticket services. For additional
information, call 377-2010.

TOW

Barbara Cook will sing Broad-
way hits at Meadow Brook's
Sunday Pops.
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THERE’S ROOM
AT THE INN

AYS FREE

A thoughtful way to welcome vis-

SUPER VALUE AT HARJOR ISLAND SPA

27822 ORCHARD LAKE RD.

- AT 120E oFF 696 851-4094

Open Mon. thru Sat.

s - II:Wa.m.-wn.m.
SUMMER SPECIAL DINNERS FOR TWO
MON. & TUES. EVENINGS UNTIL 11 p.m.

WED. THRU SAT. BEFORE 7 p.m.
VEAL SCALLOPINI @ VEAL FRANCESCO
: @ VEAL PARMESAN

-644:1400.

itors or clients is a reservation at
lbe Kingsley Inn. We are near all ,
business, sports, and educational ]
centers in Qakland. County.

Ringsley Junt

Woodward and Long Lﬁke Road
i, - Bloomfield Hillg ~ *

564-5144 |-




