Out!

Snappy pets unwanted

By DARLENE STINSON

B George and Chubbs are not what you'd call your ordinary cuddly household pets.

ut their owners — Bill and Sharon Kane of Canton Township — are willing to go

to court to keep the four-foot caiman in their townhouse basement where 'the
alhgamr-type reptiles have lived for the past eight years.

‘The board of directors of the Canter-
bury Mews apartment complex has
!hrgateued to file eviction proceedings
against the Kanes unless George and
Chubbs take up residence

first home — an aquarium — with a
small swimming pool. Two years ago, he
enlisted the help of builder Frank Shep-
hard to install miniature models of

else,

l?nard attorney Frederick Bluford
claxrps in a letter to the couple that the
reptiles “pose a severe threat to the
safety of cooperative members.”

But Kane insists that George and
Chubbs are less dangerous than a dog.

The reptiles, which look like alligators
to those not versed on crocodilian forms,
spend their days basking under heat
lamps in a fenced-in basement pool.

“How many alligators do you know
that can open a padlock, climb a flight
of stairs and open French doors?” asked
Kane, referring to the board's fears that
George and Chubbs will take a walk
through the apartment grounds.

KANE, A DETROIT schoolteacher,
purchased the caiman on an impuisive
shopping spree at Montgomery Ward
eight years ago.

“1 just thought they were cute,” said
Kane, as he proudly showed off photo-
graphs.of the baby caiman, which were
then a few inches long. R

Over the next four years, howwever,
the reptiles grew and grew and grew.
Kane was forced to replace his pets’

above-ground pools in his
basement.

The pet owner claims that the fenced-
in, filtered pools meet all township
building ordinances and can easily be re-
moved — a requirement of the apart-
ment by-laws.

‘The occupancy agreement prohibits
tenants from harboring fur-bearing ani-
mals but does not mention reptiles, Kane
said.

‘The caiman owner claims that he told
the former apartment pet director about
George and Chubbs when they were first
purchased eight years ago. He said his
neighbors who live in the immediate vi-
cinity of his home have never objected
to the pets.

According to Canton ordinance officer
Lloyd Young, no township ordinance or
state law prohibits the keeping of cai-

e
Chubbs’

agressive animals. If they did get out,
they’d probably just hide.”

She heaped praise on Kane for keep-
ing the reptiles alive and healthy.
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favorite dinner is rainbow trout. (Staff photo by Gary Caskey)

often results in severe physical-deformi-
i

According to Ms. Latinen, caiman can
no longer be sold or transported from
their native habitat in South America
under i i or US. law. Al-

man as pets. Most people who caiman
when they were common occupants of
department stores some years ago could
not keep the reptiles alive for more than
a year, Ms. Latinen said. .

KATHERINE LATINEN, assistant
curator of the Detroit Zoo reptile house,
backed up Kane's statement that caiman

; arerelatively harmless.

“People just don’t understand them  Baby caiman, which eat insects and
because they're so different from

themselves,” she said. “But they're not tional requirements. Inadequate lighting

though caiman are not endangered, they
are listed as an endangered species be-
cause they resemble other reptiles that
are threatened with extinetion.

“You're talking about someone who's
a very good caretaker,” Ms. Latinen said
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HANDMADE
ORIENTAL RUGS
SAY SO MUCH ABOUT
YOUR GOOD TASTE
Fine quality Oriental rugs have been part of handsome interiors for

centuries. . .because of their beauty, durability and appreciation in
value.

We have a large collection of new and older room-sized Chinese,
Persian and Pakistani rugs. Perfect for your living room, library,
dining room, den or bedroom. Come in and browse, you'll be

INVENTORY

surprised at our low prices.

« We buy and exchange old rugs

« Free decorating consultation in your home

« Professional cleaning and repair service

« Free appraisal with this ad =

223 S. Woodward Avenue, Birmingham « 644-7311

What do you say to a
NAKED ROOM?

or to one that needs redoing?

fix me up during

the summer

CLEARANCE
20-50%

Special orders at Sale Price - Interior Design
service af no charge - All sales final,

COLONY
NTERIORS

LOM

SALE

Further Reductions - Twelve Oaks only

UP TO 50% OFF -

B Suits W Sportcoats
B Casual Slacks

B Swimwear BShoes
W Sport Shirts

B And many more
items on sale

Once a year Anton’s moves all their summer mer-
chandise from their five great locations into one
store...in Twelve Oaks, and has a great sale. And, it’s
your opportunity to pick up some terrific savings on
the season's most fashionable items. You'll find a
fine collection of seasonal merchandise at unmatch-
able savings.

B Sale alternations at cost ®No Jayaways BAIl sales final

*FAIRLANE (DEARBORN) sLAKESIDE (STERLING HEIGHTS) -
STWELVE OAKS #MT. CLEMENS ®WARREN -




