Meeting a life crisis

Story: CORINNE ABATT
Photos: DICK KELLEY

Like two teenagers, John and
Anne Gable walked hand in hand
along the beach of the Maine coast.
Wouldn't it be wonderful, they told
each other, if they could spend their
lives like this?

That was several years ago: now
they are about to make the wish
come true. .

Gable, 35, recently resigned his
position as assistant chief designer
for Pontiac Division of General Mo-
tors to become a full-time waterco-
lorist. Scenes of the Maine coast
have long been his speciality, The
Gables sold their hilltop home on
Bloomficld Township and began
packing.

* A 1901, sever bedroom home in
Kennebunkport awails them. And
soon, John and Anne Gable and sons,
Tompmy. 4, and Christopher, 2, will
be Walking the Maine coastline
again, but this time they will be able
10 look up and see their home, com-
plete with a newly converted studio
on the third floor. * {

“Some people talk about a mid-
life crisis,” Gable said. “For us, this
is a-life crisis. I have no complaints
about GM. I worked there for 10
years. But, the problem was that
more and more as I became in-
volved in painting, I found I couldn't
do both. Now, to improve as a paint-
+ er.Ineed to live in the environment
, L paint — and that has always been
the coast of Maine.”

HE PAUSED, SMILED, and then
to explain himself, said, “Anne and T
are both safe people — this isn't re-
ally our nature. But, I told the peo-
ple at GM that I couldn't afford to
spend 20 more years there and not
know how ry painting would go.
We're not the type to just take off,”

Type or not, the Gables are going.
He has committed himself and his
family to a different lifestyle, predi-
cated on a career as a full-time art-
ist in a community that numbers
about 5,000 in the off-season and
about 40,000 during the summer.

Mrs. Gable shared in the decision
and supports it. Trained as an interi-
or designer with a degree in fine
arts, she, t0o, is a painter and as
such understands the meaning of her
husband's need to uproot. Just as it
is a shared crisis, the studio he plans
to make from the three bedrooms on
the third floor of the Maine home
will be a shared studio.

“It's quite a change in philosophy
from proving oneself in a corpora-
tion to proving oneself alone,” he
said. “Every penny I make is going
to come from my own brush.”

Interestingly, this story is a
switeh on the familiac man-goes-
after-childhood-dream saga. As a
youngster growing up in lowa,
Gable's dream was to be a car
designer. He didn't catch his first
glimpse of his now beloved Maine
coast until many years later. The
first coastline he saw was in Califor-
nia, where he altended the Art Cen-
ter College of Design in Los Ange-
les.

Watercolor of a summer home along the coast has the same atmosphere of the one the
Gable family will soon be living in.

His first introduction to the kind
of painting he does was through the
work of an artist, Ted Kautzky, who
had a strong impact on him - the to-
tal strength of which is just now
coming to light.

GABLE WILL continue with
watercolors. IU’s the medium he
functions best in for the kind of

paintings he likes to do, He begins
by sketching the scene and carefully
recording the colors. Then, he takes
a photograph. Although he trusts his
eye ‘for color (rather than the
film’s), he uses the camera to record
composition and location. Gableis a
realist painter — his sites are real
places, the harbors, snug coves and

LIT to offer new program

Lawrence Institute of Technology
will offer a new degree program in the
field of interior architecture beginning
this fall.

Leonard Else, an LIT assistant pro-
fessor and a principal in his own interi-
or design firm in Birmingham, will

i to

problems while creating pleasing envi-
ronments in which people can work,
tive and play.”

The program is designed to attract
new students and practicing profes-
sionals who wish to add another area of
expertise to their credentials.

ding to Karl Greimel, dean of

the program. A di
Else, the growing market for interior
designers has been brought about, in
part, by the energy shortage, the high
cost bf new construction and land, and
the “no growth” arguments of environ-
mentalists.

These factors are forcing architects
into considering renovation of existing
buildings and historic preservation,
rather than the previous trend to build
anew.

“In addition,” Else said, “designers
of interior spaces are faced with in-
creasingly more complicated design
problems as society moves toward ad-
vanced methods of communicatioh,
merchandising heating and cooling ef-
ficiency and functional interior layouts.

“This has, in turn, created a need for
more specialized training to provide
professionals who can help solve the

the Southfield-based school’s architec-
ture department, students in the pro-
gram first will be involved in basic ar-
chitectural classes to provide a strong
creative and technichal base for ad-
vanced study. They will then be given
specialized instruction dealing with a
total interior environment as well as
furnishings, finishes and graphies.

Students successfully completing the
program will receive a bachelor of sci-
ence degree in interior architecture.

Regular registration for the days of
fall term at LIT will be on Aug. 30 and
31, and for the evenings of fall term on
Aug. 22 and 24. Students should apply
for admission well in advance of regis-
tration.

For further information, call the LIT
admissions office at 356-0200.
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small villages along the rugged
coast. He likes to catch the atmos-
phere of a foggy mo
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He’s gambling on his brush and the Maine coast

peace that descends on the water i
the late evening when the small
boats are moared, sails down.

ON CUSTOM
FRAMING

Now through September 8, you can
save on all your custom framing at
Jacobson's. Our framing experts
will help you select just the

right frame to complement your

cherished portraits, works of art
and documents. Come in now and take

advantage of substantial savings.

Jacobson's
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First Time Ever!

12 HOUR MARAT

ORCHARD MALL

ORCHARD LK. RD. N. of MAPLE

1 Day Only!

ON SALE

THURSDAY
AUGUST 16th
10 a.m.-10 p.m.
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The “Salem” bedspread, evoking the charm of
colonlal tradition, Lovely crewel-like pattern

of flowers and leaves in gold/green/rust combo
on a beige background. Unquilted, with two rows
of ruching on the top and double-ruffle drops

all around.’ In machine washable polyester/cotton
by Richmark International. Twin, $35; full, $38;
Cape Cod curtains: 36", $10 pair; 45”, $11 pair;

matching valance, $5.
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“Clover Square” bedspread, quilted with care,
Washable solid color polyester/cotton styling
with distinctive matched-thread quilting. Sky
blue;'camel, fern, navy,.cognac and peach by
Beau Ideal. Twin, $55; full, $70; queen, $85;
; and dual, $100. Special order draperies and
. accessories are also available at savings.
' .'Safs.ends September 1, 1979. -+
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