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Thursday, August 16,1979

By JIM WINDELL

Thunder and ease. This describes the
two halves of the Friday night jazz se-
ries concert at Meadow Brook Music
Festival last weekend.

The thunder was provided by the
Thundering Herd belonging to Woody
Herman. Alter the intermission, Della
Reese eased her way through a 40-min-
ute set of popular songs that was over
just as it seemed to be really warming

up.
pA pleasant -concert with no real
strain. The promise of excitement fell
slightly short, however.
Part of the reason may have been
the sudden dip in the temperature Fri-

day. More effort was necessary to keep .

warm. Perhaps the audience-entertain-
er rapport and interaction was missing,
with energies diverted to cuddling. But
there were other possibilities,

WOODY HERMAN has a fine young
troupe of musicians who have been to-
gether for several months without
change now and that adds to cohesion
and a tight big-band sound. Friday, the
Herman band returned to the United
States from a six-week tour of Europe
that ended in Sweden.

When band members were playing at
Meadow Brook it was approximately
five o'clock in the morning for them. At
times the fine edge one expects from
both Woody Herman and his men
se¢med missing.

During the second half there could
have been an exciting exchange be-
tween the band and Della Reese, but
the Thundering Herd was muffled and
relegated to being just a backup band
for the singer. Herman did not appear
on stage and it could have been any
band adding orchestral support for Del-
Ia Reese.

The opportunity for dramatic inter-

play was lost. The concert appeared
short, with an easy-to-take but essen-

Smulyn’s baritone sax alternated with
flute and horns. Tibari arranged a ver-
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tially dull, anticlimactic second half.
Herman's hour began and ended in a

conventional manner. In between were

some tasty bits that deserve mention.

THE CONVENTIONAL opener was
“Four Brothers.” Bob Belden, Gary
Smulyn, Fred Tiberi and Nick Mitchell
substituted for the original late 1940s
sax section that originated this classic
number.

“Barly Autumn,” another Herman
biggie of some 30 years ago, was given
2 mediocre run through. By the third
song, Herman turned to a more con-
temporary composition and helped the
band to put some spark into its per-
formance that at_times seemed to be
sleepwalking. .

Corea’s “La Fiesta” had some of the
excitement that was intended, with
Woody Herman’s soprano sax cutting
through the brass and the bass notes of
Birch Johnson's trombone bringing it
down from the dynamic buildup.

The versatility of the Hetman band
was aptly shown in a series of three
songs. Faure’s “Pavane” got a light, or-
chestral treatment in which textures
and unusual sounds rather than pure
swing were emphasized.

Frank Tibari’s bassoon and Gary
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Catch of the Day
Beel of the Day . .
Includes: Relish Ca

elc.) and Salad tossed at your table, Veg. or Potato.

Happy Hour in
Gary Primo

sion of “Caravan,” the old Ellington
standard originally written by trom-
bonist Juan Tizol in 1937.

‘THE BASSOON of Tibari gave the
melody. an unuswal but welcome
change-of-pace sound. Birch Johnson
helped give the well-worn song some
new freshness, as did the soprano sax
of Woody Herman. '

The third song in this trio of updated
arrangements was pianist Dave Lala-
ma'’s arrangement of another Ellington
composition. “I Got It Bad and That
Ain't Good” started with a Lalama pi-
ano solo that sounded Dukish at the
start but soon veéred off into 2 modern
vein. .

Smulyn joined Lalama at the micro-

phone on baritone for the second, and
after a rich ensemble section by the un-
“ison saxes, Lalama came back for a pi-
ano solo. After a chorus, other mem-
bers of the rhythm section, drummer
Bob Leonard and bassist Dave Laroc:
ca; picked up the rhythm. The three
loped along in a comfortable groove,
swinging until the full band finished off
the tune.

“Caldonia,” another old Woody
favorite, gave Herman a chance for,
some showy clarinet work and a raspy,
comic vocal before several energetic
solos. Herman came back with a
serious, straight-ahead clarinet impro-
visation that shows when he gets in the
mood he can still be thrilling in his
soles.

In the final number, a usual crowd
pleaser taken from Aaron Copland,

Herman scored with his sometimes
surprising soprano sax work.

“FANFARE FOR the 'Common
Man” got an uncommon going over
that included blazing brass and
sereaming finish. This almost always
brings the crowd to its fect. That it
didn't here suggests the absence of an
essential quality in the best concerts.

This was the high point of the eve-
ning. The.rest of the program failed to
Tecapture any degree of the encrgy
level that existed at the conclusion of
“Fanfare for the Common Man.”

Della Reese did her best to whip up
the ‘kind of enthusiasm she likes to
work with, but il was not to be. Her
distinctive pop style and gospel roots
resulted in excellent interpretations to

- Concert fails to deliver the best from its stars -

several contemporacy Songs.

She combines an easy, relaxed per-
sonal style with her own unique sense
of humor 1o sell any type of song. Mac"
Davis' “Stop and Smell the Roses” got
a rousing gospel approach that worked
very well. Her set seemed to whiz by
and it was hard to believe that “Ease
on Dotn the Road" was the last num-
ber she would do.

Della Reese is full of life and
warmth and this shines through in her
singing. She has a good time when she
performs and so does the audience.

This was a good concert but not one
.of the great ones this season, The Fri-
day Night Jazz Series on the Oakland
University campus near Rochester has
seen some outstanding performances.
This was just not one of them. .-~
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DINNER SPECIALS

Tharsday, Friday & Saturday

Cooling it
Some people believe
that 2 hot shower is best

for cooling off on a hot
summer day.

Not true.” The body
temperature is reduced
most safely and for the
longest time if you do it
gradually by taking a
shower that is not hot or
ice cold but somewhere
between cold and tepid.

' Nick Nolte
“NORTH DALLAS FORTY”
(PG)

James Brolin - Margot Kidder
B “AMITYVIL&E HORROR” 2

All Star Cast! :
the Lounge 47 “THE MUPPET MOVIE”
at the Piano (G)

1:05, 3:00

This Week Only

DINNER HOURS
Mon.-Thurs. 5-11 p.nm.
Fri. & Sat. 5-Midnight

Sun. Noon to 10 p.m.

LUNCH 11:30 a.m.
230 pm

HANK PHILLIPS
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. “THE WHO IN
“THE KIDS ARE ALRIGHT”!
(PG)

Peter Bogdanovich presents
Ben Gazarain

FREDDIE GRACZYK'S .

(313)851-2070

SPECIALIZING IN
COMPLETE '
DINNERS TO GO}

* Deluxe hotel

BAY VALLEY INN
Labor Day Weekend

August 31 thru September 4

« Bottle Asti Spumante .
* Pre-dinner cockeil and *25 dinaer
allowance per couple each night

“ST. JACK” (R)

Continuous Daify Matinees - Both Theatres -
“THE MUPPET MOVIE” (G) PED

MINI VACATION *178 per couple TommaDaey St K
3 Dhys - 2 Nights ] Lk
(4 Days - 3 Nights only *251 per couple} Nick Naolte Mac Davis =
included are: “NORTH DALLAS FORTY”

room (R) )
Late Show Both Theatres Fri. & Sat.

’

o This year, as in the past, the Ofd Mill will be running a shullle bus to and from the

“August 9 o 5 .
CHARLES AZNAVOUR Brunch, Bus_& Dinner *30 per person
JANE OLIVER Bus & Dinner 20 per person
August 10 Brunch & Bus *15 per person
PERRY COMO_.
August 13-14-15-16 AUG. 18-SAT.CLEVELAND. . . . . . .B00pm.
JOHNNY MATHIS SEPT.Q.SUN WASHINGTON. 100pm.
- August 20-21-22-23 SEPT. 23-SUN-ATLANTA. . . 100pam.
BOBBY VINTON SEPT. 30-SUA . . 100pm.
| August 24 OCT.28-SUH.BUFFALO . . -1t
! JOHNNY CARSON NOV. 11:SUN-TAMPA . . . . . . ... 100pm
p August 30-31-Sept. 1-2 DEC. 9-SUN.-MIAN .. t00pm.
CHICAGO DEC. 15-SAT-GREENBAY . . . . ... ... 40pm.
Sept. 4-5-6 :
manixe @13, JHll,
HIGHWAY -

Ringsgley Inn
. HOTEL
Would like the vleasure of hosting your next banquet or
party. Call us today. Our experienced staff, headed by Mr.
Frank and Mr. Petrides, will personally oversee all arrange-
ments and details. - N
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Waodward and Lang Luke Road
Bloomfield Hills
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DINNER-ENTERTAINMENT
EXCURSION

O4-1-1400 561-51-k1

events at Pine Knob and Pontiac Sitverdome. Save time...save energy...enjoy liba-
tions on the bus. o

Reserve space now for:

PINE KNOB LIONS FOOTBALL

GORDON LIGHTFOOT

WATERFORD ENTERTAINMENT

For Dinner Reservations Call

0
SHL

523;92% JOANI ALLEN, Wednesday through Saturday,
a o 9p.m. loclosing. in The Tin Pan Alley.

“Disco Down” by the Old Mil! stream-
“In the Attic Discotheque” Thursday,
Friday and Saturday, 10 p.m. until
closing.

Hours: LUNCHEQM Tues. thu Fri. $12m. to3pm.
PY BOUA Tues. thru Fri.4 p.m. 10 7 pm.
DINNER Tues. thiu Sat. 5 p.m. to closing
SUNDAY BRUNCH 11am.103pm. |
SUNDAY DINNER {r0m the menu 4 p.m. to 8 p.m.
B CLOSED MONDAYS

.
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* MICHIGAN OPERA THEATRE' -

2140 WALNUT LAKE RD., WEST BLOOMFIELD,MI 48033 ) J s ., o Lt . N . : .
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y W B ¥ « Plus all mini vacation features “DRACULA” (R)
R S o medsbore
” - TENNIS VACATION °200 per couple g
3 Days - 2 Nights - “THE MUPPET MOVIE”
(4 Days - 3 Nights anly *284 per couple) ] (G) 0
included are: - ! In Dolby Stereo Sound 2.p
* 4 hours of reserved court time
. (indoor or outdoor) N =
- * Unlimited walk-on court time James Brolin - Margot Kidder
* Can of tennis bails s “AMITYVILLE
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“DRACULA” (R)

OPENING SEPT.7-16 |
- TICKETS NOW ON SALE -

\VISA & MASTERCHARGE Accepted by phone:863-7680
- For Group Sales, Call Joan Heidt: 963-7622
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