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Agatha Clashes With St. James For Title

Is St, Agatha High's football
team capable of a major upset?

11 take one for the Town-
shippers to beat Ferndale St,
James Sunday when the teams
clash at Notre Dame fleld in
Harper Woods for the Catholic
League's second division cham-

plonship,

St, Agatha, unbeaten in elght
gumes, made It to tha title
game Sunday by thrashing Mt,
Clemens St, Mary's, 31-8, while
St. James drové past St, David,
42-0,

St. James is an old hand In

the title game. The Ferndale
team won the title last year and
is seeking Its {ifth flag in elght
years,

St. Agatha never before has
finished in the king’s role, but
if Mike Murphy, the Township-
pers” great back,has his way...

this will be THE YEAR,
PR

MURPHY KEEPS gotng mer-
rlly on his way.

All he did was to score
twice and add 123 yards more
to his fabulous total n the vic-
tory over St, Mary’s,

He's now gathered in 1,339
for the season, aloag with 14
touchdowns,

Thers was no wasted time by
St. Agatha and Co,

St, Mary tried an onstde idck,
but St, Agatha got the ball and
marched 47 yards i 12 plays

Franklin’s Great Comeback
In Last Minute

Nips Bentley

Serlpts written for Frank
Merriwell, everybody’s mythi-
cal sports hero of years ago,
or Jack Armstrong, the All-
American boy, couldn't have
come close to matching the
thrills of the Bentley-Franklin
grid duel Friday In a drizeling
rain on the Bentley field,

Tagged as 2 bltter battle
between traditional rivals, It
turned Into one of the greatest
football contests of the year
tn Observerland and left
everyone of the merethan 2,000
spectators gasping for breath
at the finish,

Franklin, which started the
season with only three hold-
overs from last year's var-
sity, came charglng from 12
pofnts back with 5:31 remain-

ing to score two touchdowns —-

and then win In the final 57

seconds on a perfect placement

by Junior Terry Maas, 27-26,
.

OLD DAME FORTUNE
frowned on the Patriots for the
‘better part of the game, Fum-
bles and costly penalties at
cryclal times had Franklin In
hot water and the battle
appeared lost when Bentley’s
Bob Walden squirmed through
center for four yards and a
touchdown to give his team a
26-14 lead,

It didn°t seem tomatter much
when Dave Rice's placement
was blocked,

What with tfe rain falling,
time running out and the fleld
2 quagmire down the middle,

.’-‘7

ER o would-be tackler is St. Agatha's

Mike Murohy who roared post Rick Lansinger for 3 long

What happens when two roted
football teams oppose”

5 b, 2 spine ting~
and it did Satur-

struggled to down Stevensen,
12-8, .

Here were tvo of Observer-
land’s football glants locking
horns,

That it ralned all day .., that
the field was a se of mudz.
well, nothing really maitered,

Seldom has a. prep foothall
game produced so much sus-
pense.

Seldom has a game gone down

WINNING TOUCHDOWN

t literally the last play before
it was decided who won ... and
“who lost.

THAT DECIDING moment
came when North Farmington’s
Mike Pease, bathed in mud and
wet from head to toe, reached
to deflect 1 Rusty Gregg pass
which would have spelled aSte=
venson touchdown with a few
seconds to go.

Such a touchdown, of course,
would have turned around who
won and who lost,

As usually is the case In
such a brutal contest, there

scored by N.

is

i ! i d zone
Formington’s Bob Hughes as he falls on ball in en:
after hYgotk'mg o Stevenson punt. Drew Mahalic (92) and

it seemed as if Franklin was
fighting a losing cause.

The kickoff was returned to
the Franklln 34 and the Pa-
triots had 66 yards to go for a
touchdown that would still leave
them six polnts down,

e

BUT THIS WAS a scrappy
team that had fought and over-
come odds througha season that
fomnd it suffering only one loss
-- at the hands of the powerful,
wnbeaten Thurston Eagles,

Quarterback Frank Kasperak
whipped 2 pass to Dan Thorpe
who fought his way to the Bent-
ley 34, a galn of 32yards, Kas-
perak flipped a screen pss to
Mark Lehto and he bolted tothe
Bentley 14,

Kasperak faded back agaln,

- Elett ag

gain in Sunday’s game cga

el T
inst M1. Clem

shook off two tacklers and fi-
nally found End Wayne Florida
open In the end zone for his
second touchdown of the even-
ing. Mass’ placement was wide
and Franklin tralled, 26-20,
with 4;15 showing on the clock,
Bentley stormed back and

< had the ball on the Franklin 44
when the Patriots tightened
their defense and held for three
downs, Gary Battle punted to
the Franklin 17 andthe Patriots
‘were 63 yards trom paydirt with
less than three minutes toplay,

P

THEN CAME ONE of the most
spectacular marches of the year
it ended with a Franklin
touchdown and the game winning
converston,

Kasperak started it with a

ens

{Observer photo by Craig Goffield)

Blocked Punt Gives Raiders
Triumph Over Stevenson, 12-8

had to be @ big hero ... two or
three heroes,

In NorthFarmington’s case...
Mike Pease was one,

Bob Hughes, who scored hoth
touehdowns, was another, And
the third had to be Drew Ma-
halic, who roared through to
block @ punt and make it pose
sible for Hughes to fall on it
for the winning touchdown.

THIS SAME Mahalic had punt-
ed four times for a 4d-yard
average and it was s final
Kick that set Stevenson back
deep in Its own land and even-
tually forced the punt whichwas
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Jay Pease (67) rush in along

blocked by Mahalic and then

ghe:

North Farmington marched
60 yurds, mostly on the early
running of Hughes and Quar-
terbuck Steve White and then on
White’s  40-yurd “bomb’ to
Hughes for its first touchdown,

Stevenson tied 1t and went
ahead in the third perfod on
Gene Walker’s TD gallop from
the three and Gregg's two -
point conversion,

But the real dramatics came
1n the finul few moments when1t
1coked like Stevenson was going
to pull the game out,

A
with Mohalic fo grab the

loose pigskin. For what happened originally turn to page

2.

(Photo by Warren Bopp)

nlne yard gain around left end,
He rified a pass to Jeff Kind
for a firgt down on the Bentley
47. Kasperak hit Lehto In the
right flat and he picked up stx,
Florida grabbed another Kas-
persk aerial on the Bentley
19 dnd there was 1:14 to play,

Kasperak dropped back to
Fass, found his recetvers cov-
ered and turned right end for
tive,

Back  dropped  Kasperak
agaln, walted and then tossed
2 high, looping pass towards
the back of the end zone where
Florida leaped high for the catch
and the game tying touchdown
with §7 seconds on the clock.

Lt was the third touchdown
pass of the evenlng for Flor-
Ida and the third thrown by
Kasperak,

The rain-soaked Franklin
rooters screamed thelr. delight
when the score card showed
26-26, Everything was quiet
s Mass prepared for the try
for extra point -- there wasa
mément of hesltation and then
Referee Sam Taub signaled
the conversion that spelled

Continued on Page 38

with Murphy carrylng 10 times
and finally plunging the final
yard,
oxa

AFTER A recovered fumble
by Jim Krupansk, St, Agatha
rushed for 37 yards In short
order and Murphy went over

trom the two.

A safety added to the St.
Agatha tofal, Bob Blackmore
went three yards and Charles
Schrock took 2 10-yard pass

trom Dave Urban to fintsh the
point production,

St, Mary’s moved 74 yards
in 13 plays for {ts lone touch-
down,

Tony Ransome was tha big
gun for St. James. He scored
on runs of 10, 2, and 70--
the latter with an Interception.

SHOWING POWER that has made him the standout back in Observerland is
Thurston's Craig Mutch. He rips through the RU line for o long gain as his teom

ended the season unbeaten.

(Observer photo by Harry Mauthe)

Thurston Ends Perfect
Season With 20-6 Win

PERFECT!

That was the Thurston
High football story in 1959

Eight victories and no de-
feats...the Northwest Suburban
League's outrighi champion-
ship...rulers of prep football in
Redford Township.

The climax came Saturday
in the rain. mud and the mist

Thurston arose to best Red-
ford Union, 20-6. in as titantic
a struggle as the series be-
tween the Township rivals
ever has produced.

Redford Union had come
into the game with a streak of
four straight victories and a
share of the Suburban Six
League crown.

For Thurston it was a j
ous occasion for Coach Bill
McDonald and his charges. It
was the school's finest hour
and year in varsity football
Never before a perfect year!

CERTAINLY IT was Mc-
Donald's. too. in the 15 years

he has handled football at
Thurston.

But the highest compliment
when it was over came from
Bob Atkins. coach of fallen

“That Thurston was a very
fine football team.” said
ins. “So many thought it was
just a one-man team «back
Craig Mutch), but you never
saw better linebackers than it
has, or better defensive play.

“They hit well..they run
well...they comé to play. We
truly were beaten by an excel-
lent team and Bill McDonald
deserves all the orchids for
having done such a fine job
over there.”

And Muteh?

The area’s No. ! back for
the past couple of vears ended
his high school football career
in blazing fashion.

He ran for two touchdowns
to bring his total for the season
to 18. one of the highest in the
state

Schoolcraft Wins
Title In Soccer

Champs of the Michigan Jun~
for College Conference, School -
cratt College’s soccer teamnow
shoots  for bigger honors...
honors that could lead to 2
week's trip to Mlami, Fla,,
2t Thanksglving time,

Schoolcratt hauled In the loop
title by blanking Concordla, §-0,
and thus qualitied for the four-
team regional at Bay City, Nov,
14-15,

In the reglonal, Schoolcraft
w11l have to contend with, among
others, the Lorain Community
College team from Ohlo which
whipped the Livonians earlier
in the season,

The regional winner whil
quality for the natlonal meet
in Miami,

Lynn Dodds pumped In two
goals, Bob See, Rick Riedel
and Tim DeWitt one each fn
the victory over Concordia as
John Bliss again sparkled in
the Schooleraft goal,

Bliss never played soccer

before jolning the Schoolcraft
team this year, He attended
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high school at Livonta Steven-
son.
Marvin Gans {s the School-
cratt coach,

He personally chalked up 109
vards and that lifted his sea-
son’s total to 934, added to the
1.034 he churned up a year
ago.

HIS is a name which will be
heard from in the years to
come. Dozens of colleges want

But add the likes of Gordie
Eszes and Paul Sersen and the
Falats and the others...they all
add up to the eight victories
Thurston compiled

Few RU-Thurston battles
have been more intense. This
one was 0-0aftera half.

RU had fumbled away a fine
chance in the sccond quarter
when the wet bail scooted
away {rom Bill Booker deep in
Thurston territory. It was one
of six RU turnovers-—three on
fumbles and three on intercep-
tions.

To start the second half ...
there was Mutch. taking the
kickoff and running it back to
the RU 36.

A moment later. Mutch took
the ball on a reverse and
slashed his way for 36 vards.
A couple plays later ... boom...
he was over and Thurston led.
6-0.

THERE WAS no holding
Redford Union back. Quarter-
back Gary Bevington went to

the air and led a drive that
finally paid off from the Thur-
ston eight,

On fourth down, Bevington
shot a TD pass to Kirk Taylor
and the score was tied.

In the fourth period, a Ron
Barringer to Larry Marshall
pass for 25 from midfield
started Thurston in high mot-
ion again.

Mutch-and Eszes took turns

getting the ball to the one from
where Mutch barged over and
Eszes made the two-point con-
version.
* SHOWING THAT he was
just as britliant on defense,
Mutch snared a RU pase later
in the guarter and ran it 3¢
vards to the RU 3 to set up
Eszes’ short plunge for the fi-
nal TD of the game.
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N’S
Auto Electric
Shop

20316 Ford Road
corner of Middlebelt
422-7357

ELECTRA:

Harold
Dietrich

TRY LEASING...
It’s the Easy wa
to Drive a New

1970 BUICK

Including vinyl top
and air conditioning

BUIC

3939 South Wayne Road at Eastbound Michigan

513700

AS LOW AS

PER
MONTH




