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W. Bloomf

approves M-275 plan

By MARY LOU CALLAWAY

West Bloomfield residents who op-
pose the extension of M-275 got a boost
from two township trustees Monday.*

But the West Bloomfield Township
Board still voted 3-2 to support the lat-
est highway plan, -

Clerk Betty Sue Dupree and trustees
Weldon Yeager and Raymond Holland
OK’ed a resolution urging the state
transportation commission to build the

- highway.

Their support is for the latest modifi-
cation to run from the intersection of I-
96 and 1-275 in Novi to I-75 near Davis-
burg, north of West Bloomfield.

In voting against the i

Neva Carter, president of the West
Bloomfield-Farmington Area League
of Women Voters, opposed the exten-
sion, saying she also spoke for all Oak-
land County LWV i

freeway should be built.”

Law suggested upgrading local
roads, making Maple Road a boulevard
and extending Northwetern to- Maple

ives to new construction.

“We can not understand your think-
ing in believing that M-275 will allevi-
ate West Bloomfield’s congested
areas,” she said. “You’re talking about
environmentally sensitive land, the
headwaters of the Huren, Clinton and
Rouge rivers.

“Support of M-275 does not reflect
the sentiment of the entire township,
Ms. Carter said. Many in this time of
energy crisis feel that no new miles of

trus-

tees Dennis Vatsis and Thomas Law

say the first priority is to upgrade ex-
isting local rodds.

Two board members, Township Su-

pervisor John Doherty and Treasurer

... Marilyn Fessler, are on vacation.

Doherty is a strong advocate for ex-

* tending M-275. Mrs. Fessler's views

are unknown.

“I DON'T THINK the comunity
wants rapid growth, (the) paving of
tens of thousands (of acres) of concrete
over farmland, argued Vatsis. “For 20
or 30 years we have encouraged urban

+ sprawl. Our cities have decayed as a

result,” he said.

But Yeager says it (M-275) must be
extended now before costs get higher,
“if we're ever going to have any (traf-
fic) relief and get an extension of
Northwestern Highway. We have
growth coming west.”

Torch Drive
serves many

The United Foundation Torch Drive
provides service to 137 health and com-

. munity service agencies in the tri-coun-

ty area.

One of these is Traveler’s Aid Society
of Metropolitan Detroit which provides
crisis intervention service, informa-
tion, counseling and financial assist-
ance for travelers and transients.

Special services are also available
for traveling children, -elderly, runa-

But Holland said, “It’s not jus} our
problem; it's the county and state. M-
275 doesn’t directly affect the township
but they aren't about -to knock
Northwestern through without it.

“The people are here and more are
coming,” he emphasized.

THE STATE cancelled plans for M--

275 and Northwestern Highway exten-
sions in 1977. But proponents never
gave up. The latest modification is one
of six proposals.

Only five or six people own the land
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along M:275, Vatsis says. “There’s been
alittle conniving, in my opinion.”

‘The township should be more con-
cernec about local roads than “getting
truck traffic to Flint" said resident
Shiela Oatley, a former president of
Concerned Citizens for West Bloom-
field.

Bernadine Edwards, a West Bloom-*
field Parks and Recreation commis-
sioner, called Southfield a “cement
canyon.” She predicted the highway
would force the same congestion on
West Bloomfield.

Resident Lorna McEwen forecast
that in 10 years, if the highway is built,
people will move north from West
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Bloomfield, continuing a pattern of ur-
ban sprawl.
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