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Thursday, August 23, 1979

~ Nun’ s story personal, but is felt by famlly

By ALICIA GILLETTE

“The twn best things that have hap-
pened to Rome this year are Connie
and Pope John Paul IL"

The statemgent was made by Father
Thomas O'Cannor, an Irish priest sta-
tioned in Rome, Italy We met at a re-
ception following the “Ceremony of
Commitment," when my youngest sis-
ter Connie Cummxskey became a relig-
ious of the Sociey of the Sacred Heart
of Jesus (RSCJ),

With me in Rome were my daughter
Mary, 21, my sister Mimi Murphy and
her two children'Liz, 9, and Tom, 17, of
Tuscon, Afiz.

“My sister the sister is going to make
her final vows as a Religious of the
Sacred Heart nun,” I told friends be-
fore leaving Birmingham.

As background, Iet me explain that
the RSCJ is the same religious order
which operates the Academy of the
Sacred Heart in Bloomfield Hills, one
of over 200 Sacred Heart schools and

So much for the suhsuu, but they
are necessary to the story of my sister,
thesister.

PICTURE IF YOU WILL a rather
porty, 41-year-old version of “The Fly-
ing Nun” with horn-rimmed specs. De-
lete the habit, recostume her in a khaki
wrap skirt and blue or red blouse. Mix
the ingredients all together and you
have my sister, Mary Constance
Commiskey, RSCJ, delightful, humor-
ous, crazy, reverent-yet-irreverent,
bright and thoughtful.

When Connie was 4, we, her older sis-
ters, thought she was possessed by the
devil. She had long platinum curls, end-
less energy, and a sophisticated set of
lungs.

Today she would be considered
“precocious.” In 1942 we classified her
as a “brat.” Nevertheless, Connie man-
aged to graduate from St. Hugo School
in Bloomfield Hills, and in 1957, the
Academy of the Sacred Heart, then lo-
cated on Lawrence Avenue in Detroit.

That's where it all began. The nun
story, that is. Connie shared her

thoughts with me in a room at the Villa
Lante in Rome, Italy.

THE VILLA LANTE is a Sacred
Heart house built in the 17th century. It
is a former mother house and residence
of Saint Madeleine Sophie Barat, -who
founded the Society of the Sacred
Heart in 1800.

Today it is used as a residence for*

retired Italian religious personnel as
well as a day care and youth center for
children of the Trastevere district of
Rome. Villa Lante was also 2 tempo-
rary horie for Connnie and 16 other
women from 10 countries who lived
there during four months of intense
study and reflection in preparation for
their final profession of vows.

1 found Connie in her room packing.
Clothes cascaded from suitcases,
papers, books and assorted memorabi-
lia were strewn on two cots, two small
chests and three hard chairs. The scene
was total chaos.

While we talked we were interrupted
by visits from other nuns, meetings to

wind up business, and incessant wailing
and shouting from nearby Regina Coeli
prison. The shouting drifted across the
courtyard through screenless 18th cen-
tury windows.

In this circus setting in Rome, 1
heard for the first time about my
younger sister's vocation. Later she
told me that being able to share her
story with a member of the family was
one of the special joys of her recent re-
ligious experience.

_ IN 1956 Gonnie was a high school
student at Sacred’ Heart,” commuting
daily from Birmingham to Detroit.

“] thought I wanted to be a nun in the
11th grade, but I never said anything to
anybody. During my senior year I felt
the same way, but thought I should
have more experience with life. Actual-
ly, Ididn’t think I could face living with
all those women,” she said with an
easy, hearty laugh.

“1 loved the society. One thing that
attracted me to it was the fact that all
the nuns were able to keep their own

ities. They were i
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colleges the society has organized.
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who had love and concern for both stu-
dent and alumnae. Although not spo-
ken, it was very evident. Through their

actions, love resounded.

“I was impressed because they were
women of prayer but did not flaunt it.
thought I couldn't live with so many
women, but if [ ever did, I would enter
the society (of the Sacred Heart)."

She said she conducted 2 running dia-

logue with God for years.

“1 said to God that I'd get a college
degree first. And then when ! decided
to leave college after my sophomore
year, I told God I needed work experi-
ence.”

On and on they

ed while

Connie left a retailing career at J. L
Hudson's in Detroit to work as a buyer
of junior sportswear, coats and dreszes
at Woodward and Lothrup Department

Store in Washington, D.C

Finally, at age 26, she contacted the
Provincial of the New York province of
the Sacred Heart. But. for personal
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