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Gasastrophe?

Don’t haul extra fuel

Trying to keep their tanks full on
weekends and holidays may tempt
worried motorists to store extra
gasoline. However, the practice can
be lethal.

“There Is no way to safely carry
gas inside the car,” said Richard G.
Pfister, Michigan State University
Extension safety engineer. “Gaso-
line vaporizes easily and the vapor,
being heavier than air, will build up
in the trunk. This vapor can be easi-
ly ignited by any spark or flame.”

A couple of five-gallon cans of
gasoline can be hauled in the back of
a pickup, Pfister says, because there
is enough ventilation to disperse the
vapors. These cans should be tied
down to reduce the chance of their
becoming a fire hazard in case of an
accident.

Fill gas tanks only seven-eighths
full in spring and summer. Fuel
from underground storage Is cool
and will expand gas if it gets warm.
I the tank is filled all the way, gaso-
Line will overflow. .

Installing extra gas tanks on cars
and trucks increases the potential
for a fire, Pfister sald, becasuse
there is a greater chance for one of
the tanks to rupture in an accident.
It is not much of a problem, but
buyers should make sure the tanks
are Installed in a'protected location
well within the frame.

“There are possible situations
where a back-up fuel supply is criti-
cal” Pfister said, “but it must be
handled carefully and kept in a safe-
ty can”

‘It’s a bargaln

Costs upébut buzldmg backed

By TOM LONERGAN

Even though it will cost $900,000
more than originally estimated, Oak-
land County’s new Executive Office
Bullding is a bargain, according to one
county official,

‘The cost of renovating the old county
hospital for the new office building has
far exceeded the county’s $2.9 million
estimate, made in 1976. But compared
to new construction, “we still got a
bargain,” said Glen Dick, divector of
central services for the county.

Dick said the $3.8 milion project is
costing the county $34 a square foot.
He estimated a new building would
cost between $50 and $55 a square foot.
The building is part of the county
courthouse complex, off Telegraph

. Road in Pontiac.

THE SPIRALING cost of the new
facility, which will house County Exec-
nﬁve Daniel Murphy’s office, plus
that fall under his

“There is also no safe way to store
gasoline in a basement or any other
place in the house,” he added. “The
vapors can easily be ignited by a
furnace, hot water heater or any-
thing with a motor.”

Pfister says a small amount of
gasoline — a gallon — can be kept
for use in lawnmowers, chainsaws,
ete., in a building separate from the
house, providing it's stored in a safe-
ty can. Safety cans have a spring
loaded cap to release vapor pres-
sure, have a flame arrester, are
made of heavy gauge steel, come in
sizes from one point to five gallons.

“Safety cans are quite expensive,
but they are worth it if you plan to
handle gasoline,” Pfister said. “They
should be looked at as a good, long-
term, lifetime investment.”

Pfister said that other flammable
liquids, such as gasohol and the
white gas used in ecamping stoves,
should also be stored in safety cans.
These fuels vaporize even faster
than gasoline and so are more dan-
gerous. Diesel fuel does not vaperize
as much and is safer to have around,
but it is also more secure if stored in_
a safety can. |

Before (uelmg any vehicle in
which the engine is near where the
fuel is added, such as a tractor, shut '
off the engine and allow it to cool
for three or four minutes. Fuel va-
pors over a hot manifold may ignite
and cause a fire.

“Check tires or oil, or take a walk,
but let that engine cool down,”
Piister warned.

Ford bookéd-
to speak
to retailers

Former President Gerald R. Ford
will be the luncheon speaker and guest
of honor for the Michigan Retailers
Association’s meeting on Tuesday, Oct.
16

Mr. Ford's appearance will be -in
conjunction with the assodiation’s an-
nual meeting and public affairs confer-
ence.

Other state and national figures will
be a part of the program. ‘The Michigan
Retailers Association is the trade asso-
ciation for the independent retailers of
Michigan.

-Food storage
information
An eight-page pamphlée d&scribing

ways to preserve and store food is
available from the non-profit Interna-
To

jurlsrhctxml has been a sore spot with

Democrats on the County Board of
Commissfoners.

Two county board attempis since
1977 to limit the project cost to $3 mil-
lion and $3.5 million didn't last long.

Commissioner Lawrence Pernick of
Southfield, leader of the board Demo-
cratic Caucus,-sald the limits didn't
stick because the issue became “politi-*
cized”

“There’s no way the commission is
going to limit the cost of a building for
the executive,” he said. Murphy is a
Republican executive with a 16-11 Re-
publican county board majority.

“At this point, whatever costs to
come along are going to be approved,”
Pernick said.

price tag. It's scheduled for occupancy
by late January.

*He gave two reasons for the dramat-

ic jump in the renovation cost. The
hoard didn't approve initial costs for
the building until a year after the.ini-
tial $2.9 million estimate, Dick said. By
early 1977, when architects were hired,

. construction costs had alregdy jumped

12 percent, he said.

Second, the county decided to use an
inner courtyard designed for the hospi-
tal, which added 17,000 sqaure feet of
space. That space was not included in
the original estimate, Dick said.

When bids for the project were ap-
proved at $3.5 million, Dick said only
$3,300 remained for the project con-
tingency fund.

Another $300,000 was added for con-
tingency use in the 1979 capital im-
provements budget, he said.

The project has received nearly
$180,000 of the allotted contingency
from the board and will be back next
‘month for the remaining $120,000.

Dick said his office wants to have the
additional expendnnres ‘approved by
the commission’s Planning and Bv.uld-
ing Committee, with board concur-
rence, so the full board doesn’t have to
consider “every little change order.”

“Whenever we wanted to get a nickel
to upgrade the hospital, it was like pull-
ing teeth out of a snake.”.

‘The county hospital was vacated af-
ter a new medical facility adjoining the
old site was built several yearsago.

DICK SAID the building will be com-
pleted within the revised $3.8 million

barbara hewson

mostly baskets - decorative and antiqué accessories

Trustees

The Oakland Commu-
nity College Board of
Trustees has approved a

private campaign contri-
buﬂnn fund for the two-
year school.

Called the “Education-
al CS:lppnl’( Fund for

or national representa-
tive will be based on the
person’s “support for the
educational process and
institutions,” Nikke! said.

Besides contributions,
the” fund can make ex-

pendl_tures on behalf of .

0CC"  the
lobbying effort towards
state and national legisla-
tors in Lansing and Wash-
ington D.C. will be led by
W.H. Nikkel, the college’s
vice president for facili-
ties and planning.

Nikkel told trustess

- last week that individual

contributions to the fund
will be sought from “var-
ious sources within the
college community.” OCC
can’t use public funds to
make campaign contribu-

lons.
Contributions to a state

ballot question commit-
tees and political party
and independent commit-
tees. -Nikkel will keep
track of the fund's in-
come and expenditures
while College Treasurer
Anthony Jarson will sign
the checks, .

Nikkel said the fand
isn't required to report its
expenditures, but the pol-
iticians, parties or issue

committees it contributes

to must report the cam-
paign money received.
occ Presldem Robert

OK fund

Roelofs said the adminis-
tration will want to re-
port individual contribu-
tors to the fund, which
will be established soon
as a non-profit corpora-
tion. -
Trustees said the_ fund
is necessary because’col-
lege officials are pres-
sured to make campaign
contributions to individu-
~ al legislators for the ben-
efit of the college. Cam-
paign dinner tickets and
other fundraising contri-
butions.have come out of
the administrator’s own
pockets, said Trustee Su-
zanne Reynolds.

Nikkel will be the
cnﬂeges primary lobby-
ist in Lansing next year,
which is an election year

Some people have taken two yearsto
discover us. Once they do - they keep
coming back. We have the greatest
selection of baskets in all the world!

'
We now have two locations:

7396 Orchard Lake Road
. (atthe end of Northwestern Hwy.}
West Bloomfield 851-5850

And our new location:

870Bowers
Courtyard Bldg.
{Between Woodward and Adams)
Birmingham  644-3407

HOURS: Monday thru Saturday 102.m.-5p.m.

for state representatives .
and some state senators.

Englander's Sale of the Summer. Save 10% to 50% on everything, Last 10 Days!

tional Food Storage
receive the pamphlet, send a self-ad>
dressed stamped envelope and 20 cents
in coin to: International Food Storage
Association, 5806 114th Ave. NE, Kirk-
land, Wash, 58033,

The Lakes Co

at Houn
Alittle above ev
else m z‘he mou ams

I
four—season resorts. Here yau'll finda beau-
ﬁful 18-hole golf course, tennis, exceptional #
cuisine, a heated swimming pool andinthe
winter, uncrowded ski slopes. Andright -
now, you'll find you canlive here inluxury,
fully protected by 24-hour security. The .
Lakes Condominiums at Hound Ears, $160-$225, 000. For
niore information, call Keith Weber or Pat Ritchie
at (704) 963-430L I'IDWld Ears

PO.BOX 188, BLOWING ROCK, N.C.28605

iniums
hm

High upm the
magnificent
-Blue Ridge
! = Mountains,
ina class all by itself,
is one of America’s finest
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CHIMNEYS

BUILT NEW»REPAIRED * CI.EANED
SCREENED+ WATERPROOFED
. ANTMAL REMOVAL

LICENSED « INSURED » GUA.RANTEED

KAENEY DERDERIAN
* CONTRACTORS

CALL 427-3981

Now youcan have

justthe way youwant

CustomOrder at 20710 257, Savings!

Now at Englander’s, you can custom
order elegant, finely detailed Century
upholstered furniture any way you want
it. At the kind of savings you've wanted

for along time.

Because Century has more than 200
different frame styles to choose from.
Including order-by-the-inch sofas. And

tailoring.

every traditional or contemporary
setting. Ail with Century 's exquisite

So your century really can be eve

thing you want it to be. For 20% to 2: A

less.

over 300 superb fabrics to compliment

84" classic

traditional tuxedo sofa
Reg. from $923
-« Salafrom$708

Button tufted sofa
Reg. from $840
Sale from$672

it's simple.

ENGLANDER TRIANGLE BIRMINGHAMIROYALOAKIWESTLAND ANNAHF"‘“"“ 1t Fld Yamill

Right now, at Englander’s. No wonder
it's the sale of the summer.

Coordinating pillow
.- back lounge chair

Reg. from $3686"

Sale from $253

buy better 'umnlure beuer

of

re Hours: 10am to 9pm Mon. thru Fri. 10am to 5:30pm Sat. *
(BIHMINGHAM) 10am to 9pm Mon., Thurs., Fri. 10am t6 5:30pm Tiies., Wed., Sat.
PALM BEACH and NORTH PALM BEACH (WORRELL'S)




