Transport Commission faces showdown

Monday, August 27, 1979 (O)5A

New power play in M-275 dispute

By TOM LONERGAN

_ The Michigan Transportation Commission’s M-275 deci-
Sion, expected by the end of the year, may have implications
far greater than a freeway through western Oakland County,

‘The new s 1be ission may face a
with State Department of Transportation Director Jotn
Woodford concerning its power. And the showdown could be
over the revived M-275 freeway, long favored by state high-
way engineeers.

‘The transportation department favors building a modified
M-275 freeway which would connect 1-96 near Novi with I-75
near Clarkston,

A recent opinion from Michigan Attorney General Frank
Il’(ellgy limits the commission’s authority to establishing

‘policy” for the transportation department. Kelley’s inter-
pretation of a constitutional amendment, which created the
new commission, has raised questions about the commis-
sion’s authority over highway alignments and whethier to
build a freeway. .

According to assistant attorney general Solmon Bienen-
feld, the opinion “may have impact on the authority of the

to veto or authori; ion"” of M-275.

Nonetheless, in a 16-page report favroing a modified free-
way, Woodford and highway engineers ask the commission
to determine if the state trunkline plan will include M-275,
;vhuaé its corridor will be and what type of highway should be

i f

A referendum, passed by voters last fall, made the trans-
portation department director an appointee of the governor
= not the commission — and broadened his powers. The

new commission does not have the power to administer the
department, enjoyed by the former State Highway Commis-
sion which it replaced.

THE TRANSPORTATION Commission, meeting in Lans-
ing last week, decided to get together with Gov. William
Milliken, Kelley and top legislative leaders to discuss the
impact of Kelley’s opinion. N

The new comrmission also will consider hiring a consultant
to determine how it sets policy. ~

Commissioner Rodger Young; an attorney from Roches-
ter, wasn't pleased with the idea of a consultant.

“What the consultant says isn’t going to interest me too
much because I believe the Michigan Constitution says the
power is at this table,” Young said at last week’s meeting.

‘Young does not agree that the commission lacks authority
on a decision like M-275.

“Anything that goes to alignment is still clearly in the
purview of the commission in my view,” Young said,

‘Young is one of three newcomers to the commission with
Lawreace Patrick, Jr., an attorney from Detroit and Wil-
liam Marshall of Lansing, head of the state AFL-CIO.

Marshall is among those commissioners who aren’t sure of
the commission's authority.

Regarding M-275, he said; “I'm not absolutely frozen in on
a freeway, if we have a voice init.” .

Patrick proposed the meeting wth top state officials sens-
ing a “fear that (commission) actions taken might be set
aside or vacated.” He suggested the issi i

‘What the consultant says isn’t going
to interest me too much, because | be-
lieve the Michigan Constitution says the
power is at this table.’

— Commissioner Young

But Meyers, a holdover from the old Highway Commission
who voted to drop M-275 more than two years ago, urged
more ification of the issi authority.

“I hope we don’t get to the point where people say the
decision was made by the wrong body,” he said, referring to
M-275.

‘THE COMMISSION last week urged the Southeast Michi-
gan Council of Governments (SEMCOG) to review its posi-
tion on M-275.

SEMCOG hasn't changed it's 1990 master plan for the
area, which includes the scrapped original freeway. Execu-
tive Director Michael Glusac was expected to ask the re-
gional planning agency's executive council last week to au-
thorize a new SEMCOG study of the six alternates proposed
in the past two-and-a-half years.

Glusac said SEMCQG's view of the alternatives probably
wouldn't be ready for the Transportation Commission’s Sept.
26 meeting in Oakland County. .

The ission is holding the meeting in the county

how it would function with the transportation department
and hinted the dispute may end up before the state Supreme
Court.

Commission Chairman Hannes Meyers, Jr. of Zeeland,
said the attorney general’s opinion “may not be as ominous
as first throught.”

Board of Commissioners auditorium in Pontiac to hear the
opinions of those pro and con regarding the modified free-
way.

And the transportation commission shouldn't expect SEM-
COG to favor one particular alternative, Glusac said, since it
is not an implementing agency that gets into detail.

But, Glusac noted, residents in western Oakland County
have “suffered a long time from inaction” on the M-275
issue. He said rural roads exist in the western end of the
county “for an urban population.”

“Some kind of action is needed,” Glusac said. ** What's
better or worse, we can't give to you today.” B

The importance of SEMCOG's position on the area is noted
in a’Transportation Department summary of the M-275
alternatives. :

Because SEMCOG's regional transportation plan calls for
a freeway, the report said, any change would require a revi-
sion of the SEMCOG plan before federal approval — and
federal funding of whatever road, is built — could be
obtained. .

THE MODIFIED M-275 freeway would be six lanes, with
a bieycle path. The differences from the original freeway
include a location west of the Black Spruce Bog near Hag-
gerty and Maple roads and includes landscaped noise berms.
‘The Commerce Road interchange would be moved to reduce
the amount of land needed from Dodge Park No. 5.

Except for those changes, the modified freeway is essen-
tially the same as recommended in past years. The highway
engineers summary report notes a freeway has been part of
the wegtern Oakland corridor plan for the past 15 years.

Whatever decision the Transportation Commission makes
by the end of the year, it will be quite a while before support-
ers o; a north-south trunkline in western Oakland County see
aroad.

' “No matter what we do with M-275,” said Commissioner
Weston Vivian of Ann Arbor, “a travelable highway won't be

* in existance for 10 years.

State highway engineers said new federal regulali’ons
would require environmental impact studies of whatever al-
ternative is chosen.

Troy leads
county boom
in population

Oakland County had ‘an
estimated 98,000 more
people last year than in
1970, while Wayne Coun-
ty’s population dropped 10
percent during the decade.

The southeast region as
a whole showed a decline
of about 38,000 people, ac-
cording to ‘population
growth estimates recently
released by the Southeast
Michigan Council of Gov-
ernments (SEMCOG).

Leading Oakland Coun-
ty's nearly 11 percent
growth in population since

the 1870 census was Troy,
which SEMCOG estimates
grew 71 percent from
39,419 in 1970 to 67,400 by
mid-1978.

The regional planning
agency estimated Detroit
has lost 283,000 people
since 1970. However,
Wayne County showed
growth in all of its town-
ships with Canton Town-
ship nearly tripling (11,026
to 44,000) its population in
the eight-year period.

Harry Mauthe Jr., formerly a
photographer for many of the Ob-
server & Eccentric newspapers for
the last 13 years, died Saturday in
Des Moines, Jowa, at the age of 29.

The apparent cause of death was
drowning. The complete autopsy
report, however, was unavailable at
press time,

Mauthe, a Farmington resident
who worked most recently for the
Farmington Observer, was found
dead in the swimming pool of the
Des Moines Hilton Inn about 11 a.m.
Saturday. Time of death was placed
at 2:15 a.m. Saturday.

He was working as a free-lance
photographer at the time of his
death and was in Des Moines on a
business trip.

Ex—O&E photographer
found dead in Iowa pool

Mauthe began working for the
O&E papers while still a high school
student at Livonia Stevenson. He
also worked for the newspapers
while a college student at U-M
Dearborn before becoming a full-
time employee,

THE BODY WILL lie in state this
evening at Elton Black & Sons of
Union Lake. Services will be tomor-
row at 11 a.m. at St. Andrew Episco-
pal Church, Livonia.

Interment will be in Ironton, Ohio.

Survivors include parents, Dr.
Harry Mauthe Sr. and Gloria, 2 su-
pervising teacher in the Livonia
Adult Education program; two
brothers, Tom and Jeff, and one sis-
ter, Susan, The senior Mauthes are
Livonia residents.
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SOMERSET MALL
Blg Beaver Road ot Coolidge,Troy
Sunday 12-5/Monday. Thursday,
. Friday 10-9/Other days 10-6

SCOTSDALE
WOMENS MEDICAL

CLINIC - 538-0600

ABORTION ASSISTANCE
by peopla who caro
Complete Privacy +Birth Control Center
Specialists in Womens hoealth care «All
+Warm Personalized Care M
+ Froe Prognancy Testing
and Assistance Visa Accepted
18305 W. Sevan Mile, Dotroit
Between Southfield and Evergreen

icaid

Insurances, R L I—
prrs e I MUSIC, INC.
- 16334 Middlebelt Rd. (in Terrence Corners Mall)
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BAND INSTRUMENTS

Available Now Thru September 15 At
HAMMELL MUSIC

"SAVE NOW ON NEW INSTRUMENTS

USED
INSTRUMENTS '

525-9220
LIVONIA

: . GIGAN-
TIC SKIWEAR SALE

STARTS THURSDAY AT ALL BAVARI-
AN VILLAGE SKI SHOPS - MICHIGANS LARG-
EST SELECTION.

~ ANNUAL SUMMER
LAMP SALE!
SAVE 10% to 40% OFF!

EVERY TABLE AND FLOOR LAMP ON SALE! Best mak-
ers include Stiffel, Lightoller, Koch & Lowy and many
others. Traditional to contemporary styles. Still time to
save at Michigan Chandller.
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«.you'll see us in a better Tight

BIRMINGHAM ... 6580 TELEGRAPH AT MAPLE, BLOOMFIELD PLAZA
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MeadowBrook Village Mall
Helps Fight Muscular Dystrophy

Tuesday, August 28, 7:00pm | |

Celebrity Fun Night Auction

Your favorite sports’ figures from the
Tigers, Lions, Pistons, Red Wings and
Express will be at MeadowBrook Vil-
lage Mall to auction off personal, au-
tographed items plus a large selection
of exciting merchandise - all for Mus-.
cular Dystrophy.

.Saturday, September 1
Muscular Dystrophy Day

Merchants will give proceeds from
special sale items to help fight Muscu-
lar Dystrophy.

MeadowBrook Village Mall
Walton and Adams » Rochester

Brothers | | GARAGE DOOR OPENERS
A TRUSTED NANE B MUSIC™ * BY ALLlANCE
1010 H. Honter \ )s NEWIIMPROVED!
Bimigran A MODEL GS 459
* Balgwin Console Panos... s1 8000
si285 .
. g:‘ggwgn Organs. INSTALLED
SOLID STATE
- };:r:agnc Organs. .‘ GCONTROLS i
. fl:;;;; Used Pianos & : s s s1gg
A DIGITAL
GROUP & FRIVATE com’go LS
essons ALADDIN “GENIE” s
TERMS - . 1YEAR WARRANTY
o WESTLAND  PARTS & PONTIAC
Dettit and Deardorn 722-0610 SERVICE 335-3079

Towne & Country Interiors’

THE MAKE YOURSELF
COMFORTABLE SALE

ENDS THIS SATURDAY!

Storewide sévings 10%-50% off

Towne & Country

Dearborn---23600 Michigan Ave.
Bloomfield---4107 Telegraph Rd.
Rochester---1110 S. Rochester Rd. in Winchester Mall
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MEMBER

INTERIOR
QESIGH
SOCIETY

LIVONIA « 15700 Middisbelt Road s PHONE 4236770
UTICA- » - 50170 Van' Dyke o PHONE.7396100."
SOUTHFIELD » 15600 W. 12 Mile Road » PHONE 557-1800

ROCHESTER ... 435 MAIN STREET AT UNIVERSITY 3
=) =

ANNARBOR .. 2177 WEST STADIUM BLVD.
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ISA o " MASTER CHARGE: « - CONVENIENT TERMS s OR: 90" DAYS. SAME AS- GASH -




